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8T JAMES^ V. 8. 
^^ For the coming of the Lord dniwetli nigh." 

i 

Tims y^%, wben I know not what mysticit 
meanings were drawn^ by a cei'tain eabalistic al- 
chymj^ from the simplest expressions of holy writ 
«— from expressions in which no allusion could 
reasonably be supposed to any thing beybnd the 
particular occasion iipon which they irere intro- 
^ucedi While this phren^ nged among the 
learned^ visionary lessons of divinity were often 
deiivedi not onl^ from dfetached telts of Scrip- 
iiire^ but from single words, — not from words 
Onlyi but from httets — froni the place> the shape> 
the posture of a letter ; and the blunders of tran- 
scribers^ as they haVe since proved to be^ have 
been the groundwork of many a fine-spun medi** 
tation. 

Vol. t A 
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It 18 the weakness of human nature^ in everf 
instance of foUj^ to run from one extreme to itr 
opposite. In later ages^ since we hate seen the 
futility of diose mystic expositions in which the 
school of Origen so much delighted^ we have 
been too apt to fall into the contraij error ; and 
the same unwarrant|tb}e h^fm^ of figurative in^ 
terpretation which they employed to elevate/ as 
they thought, the plainer parts of Scripture^ has 
hm» uie4^ in isM^rp Ijfpeis^ w.<|QSBCt tp iomis fie 

Amopg tjbe fm^ff* whu^h Mtp heejfi thu9 
;«Wi;iepi:«iB^nted hf ^ refinemei^ of a ^Is^.^iriti- 
ei3m^ are fiU th^^ whi^c^ c<«tLt«iii {he e^jii^p^- 
mise of the coipiiig of the Son of Maa^ in gHv^y, 
or in hJB Jki^gdoin ; whiidh jit is )>csc9Pe sa WMtJi 
ibt fashion to upd^ta^d ^ the ^ru^t^ of 
lerusi^^m hy th^ Mfimm vmh wMi^in hftljf a 
century al!(ei OMr Lord'a ascepAiqQ/ 4>a|i .<o those 
wjbo take thts ^ense of Scripture ^rom sqwe of the 
best ipoderp expopitiori^ it ]»ust ^ees^ dopibtfttl 
whether any clear predicticn ij| to be fouod in the^ 
STew Testament^ of an event in which> of all oAiNrijr 
the Christian world is the most interested. 
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A$ t coaceive the i%lit uoderst^odiog of tki# 
|[>hra8e to be of no small importance; seeu^the 
hopes of the righteoiii and the fears of die wipi^ed 
rest chiefljr on the explicit promiper of OAir Sa^^ 
Tiour's cobing, it i$ my present pnrpose t^ giT^ 
the QiattiNr^ as f^>t as mj ^bilitt^d maybe equal t6 
it^ a i^oa^fete disenMion t Add aldiflU^^ frooi 
the nfitune of th0 sutgeet^ the diftqtiisilion must 
he chietfy jbritilcaL cwsMtibg in a pactieiklar and 
minuttsr ^amimtion df tbe passage wlMteia the 
phrf^se in qiiestipn ocieurs^ y^t t trusti that by 
6«d'ii issi^lance^ I fiihaHtte able so jto static mf 
i^rgument> that ^tety 0tfe iiei^^ who H hiit as well 
Versed as ^very Chtistmq ought %o, be in the Enge 
lish Bible^ may. be ii Tery gdbd;JMdge of th^ 
«fi^<^i;b.of mjr coQclnsian. If I should ^m^ 
tim^ hav6 Qtica$ion> whi^hwiU he biit iKldopi^ 
t(> appeal to th^ Scriptuveii in the original laaf 
guiaige^ ^t will ui^t be to impose a new tense upon 
the te:i^ which { may find* it to my purpose to 
produce ; but to open and ascertaiiji the meanii^ 
vf}tf^€ the original ekpressions may be more clear 
and determiqate lium ihpM of our translation : 
Aqd in these cases^ the expositions which gram^ 
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ifhatidal cdUsi^r s^tions maj hate suggested id mS, 
tfill be eTidenced to you, by the force and' per- 
spicuiiy they may give td the passages in ques^ 
ti<)by'e<)ii8idfered eithei' irf thSmselVed' or in the 
eotio6xi(Mi viiMi- their several cohteittsr. 

It is thegtory of our church' tha:f the nibst il- 
literate ^of'h^ sOds kre in possession o^ Hie So-ip- 
tiireis itt itbeir nlMbeir tc^^e. it is'th^r datf to 
msbke Uie^iftO^t of 60 gi^t af blesdog^ by employ- 
ing a& tnueh time iisrth^ can iipare froiti the ne- 
cessary himitiiss of 'their several callings, in th( 
diligent study of the wriltdi Mk>rd. It k thfb dtrtjr 
4if theii» teachers to give ^m atll possiMe ai^ist- 
ance atidieneonrageniient^ in this necesneery Wbrk". 
I apprebdfid that? we mistake oot' pFd>^er duty, 
when tretavbid the pcfblie distussidn of difficiilt 
or ambiguous texts', andt either keep them entirely 
out of Bight; or, M^ien that cannot easily be doile, 
obtrude our inteirpretations upon the laity, an 
magisterial or oracular, without proof or^ argu- 
ment; — a plan that may iierve the purposes of 
indolence, and may be made to' serve worse pur- 
poses, but is ttot well adapted to answer the true 
ends of the institution of our holy order. The 
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r\vi{l of God ifl ^b9^t all men should be saved ; aii^^ 
to that^nd^ it is his ^ill that s^U nieoj that is^ «U 
desi^riplions of oien^ great and mk^i^, rich and 
pioor^ learned and ]gnoi{ant, 3hojiji,ld come to the 
Icinowledge of the truth. Of Ike truih^-r-ih^X is^ . 
of the truths biroughj; to light bj the gospel: 
Not only of the fundamental tr4ith# qf faith to« 
\vards God^^pf repentance from de^d works, and 
of a future judgmqit^rrVut of ;iU the sublimer 
truths cQucernuig t^e sc|^n^ pf roan's redemp- 
tion. ' Jjt is pod's w)U that all men should bp 
brouglU: to a just understanding of the ApMy&sfj)^ . 
Christ hath wrought for i^s^ — to a JMS.t appre* 
liension of the magnitude of oujr ^opps in him, 
and of |;he fertaintjr of the evidence on which 
the,^ bojpes ai^ £ound^ed. It is God's will that 
all men should come to a knowledge of the oriT 
ginal dignity of our Saviour's person — ^of thip; 
mystery of his incarnation^^of the nature of hi^ 
.eternal priesthood^ the value of his atpnejfnent^ 
the efficacy of his infercession* 'il^hese things 
are never to be understood v^ithout much more 
than a superficial knowledge of the Scriptures^ 
specially the Scriptures of Ihp New Testament; 
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apd yet that knowledge of the Scriptures trhibh 
\$ necessary to the understanding pf these things^ 
is what fe^ in this pountry (I would hope) aire 
too illiterate to attain. It is our duty to facili- 
tate the attainment by clearing diflSculties. It 
inay be proper to state those we cannot clekr^ — 
to present our hearerf with the interpretations 
that have been attempted^ and to show where 
they fail^— in a word; to make them masters of 
the question^ though neither they nor we may be 
competent to the resolution of it. This instruc- 
tion would more effectually secure them against 
the poison of modern corruptions^ thaii the prac^ 
tice, dictated by a false discretion^ of avoiding 
|;he mention of every doctrine that may be com^ 
bated^ and of burying every text of doubtful 
meaning. The corrupters of the Christian dot-* 
trine have no such reserve. The doctrines of 
the divinity of the Son — the incarnation — the sa- 
tisfaction of the cross as a s^crilice^ ih the literal 
^[leaning of the word — the Mediatorial interces- 
sion — the influences of the Spirit— the eternity 
of future punishment — are topics ^f popular dis- 
frussion with those who wouW dehy or pervert 
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these doctrines : And'we maj judge by th$tr mt^ 
cess M^hat our trwn might be^ if ^wt wqnld but 
iDeet our antagooisto ott tbeir own ground. The 
CGnmMm pecfle, we fiod^ eAter into the ferce^ 
though th^ 66 not pereerve the sofihistrf of 
their arguments* The same people would much 
more enter into the internal evidence of the ge* 
miine doctrine of the gospel^ if hoMen out to 
them^ not in parts^ studiously divested of what- 
ever maj seem mjsterious^-^not with accbmmo* 
dations to the prevailing Cushion of opinions^-— but 
entire and undisguised. Nor are the laity to shut 
tfieir ears against these disputations^ as niceties 
in which they are not eoncemed^ or difficulties 
above the reach of their abilities ; and least of 
^1 are they to neglect those disquisitions which 
iimnedkNely respect the interpretation of texts, 
l&terj sentence of the Bible is from God, and 
every man is in«^0sted \% thr meaning of it. The 
teacher^ theireiere^ k to expound^ and the disciple 
to hear and read^ with diligence : And much might 
lie the fruit ^ the blessing of Ood on their united 
^Rftions. And this 1 infer^ not only from a ge-.' 
neral comideination of the nature of the go^t 
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doctrine/ find the cast of the Scripture languag^^ 
vhich is admirably accommodated to vulgar ap- 
prehensions^ b|it from ^ fact which has happen-^ 
ed to fall much witiiiq my Pwn observation^-—* 
the proficiencj> I niean> that we odtep find^ in 
$ome single adence, of men who have never li^ 
a liberal education^ and who^ except in (hat par^ 
tlQular s|it]g^t on which thej have bestowed paii^ 
aqd attention^ remain ignorant and illiterate X(\ 
the end of their livefi^ The sciences are said^ and 
the; are trulj said> to have that mutual con« 
ne^ion^ that apj ope of them may be the better 
understood foi; an insight into tjbe rest ; And 
Jlhere is, perhaps^ HP feranch cif li^ppwledg^ which 
receives moi:e illustratioii from all the rest than 
tbespieDce of;r0ligio»;-*r3net it hatb, like every 
ctherj Us pwn inteirnal principles, on which it 
rests ; ^Uh the }£Q0wledge of which^ without any 
other, a grea|^pi;figr^M nm be.madie, Aqd those: 
lie much.mOire (|»en tp the 4ppreh^sion of aii 
iincuUivated uiidQRstwding. .than the priiicipie« 
q£ certaia ahat^^^ si$ien$es> j^uch as gieQmetryV 
(or inptauioe, or a^irpppmyti ialv|)i<b I have knowi^ 
pl^in ro€)pi> ^hft co^ld 99tj up «w pre^en^ioj^i 
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%9 general learning, make distingiiish^ attauiT 
inents. 

Under these persuasions^ I sfiall not seruple 
to attempt » dipquisitipn, l^bifh# on the first view 
pf it, might seem adi|pte4 ^^^J ^ & learned audi- 
tpij : And I triint that I s|iaU speak to your un« 
4erstaadings. 

I propose tp (^onsidpr what maj be the most' 
frequent import of the phrase of '* our Lord's 
coming/' And it will, if I mistake not, appear, 
^at the figurative use of it, to denote the time of 
4ie destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans, is 
very rare> if not altogether unexampled, in the. 
Scriptures of the New Testament ; except, per-- 
haps^ in some passages of the book of ReTela- 
ticMDs : That^ on tlie other hand, the use of it in 
the literal sense 19 frequent ; warning the Chris- ^ 
tian world of ^fi event to be wished by the C^it|i^ 
ful and dreaded by the impenitent,*— a visible de- 
scent pf our Lord from heaven, as visible to all 
t^ world as his ascension was to the apostles,— • 
^ coming of our Lord in all the migesty of thf^ 
^o^^md^ tr ^udge the quick and deaAs to rei 
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ceiTe his servants into glorj^ and send the wicked 
into outer darkness* 

In the epistles of St Paul, St Peter, and St 
ilames/ we find frequent mention of the coming 
of our Lord, in terms which, like those of the 
teit, may at first seem to implj an ea(pectation in 
those writers of his speedj arrival* There can 
be nd question that the coming of our Lord lite- 
railj rigmfies his coming in person to the general 
judgment ; and that it whs sometimes used in this 
literal sense 1^ our Lord hhnself;--asin the tl^en- 
V^-fifth chapter of St Matthew's Gospel, where 
the Son of Man is descried as coming iu his glorjr 
-^as^itting on the throne of bis glory — as sq)a«- 
rating the just and the wicked, and pronouncing 
the final sentence* But, as it would be terj un* 
reasonable to suppose that the inspired writers, 
though ignorant of the times atid seasons, which 
the Father hath put in his own power, could be^ 
under so great a delusion as to look for the end 
6f the world in their own dajs,<^for ftis reason 
It has been imagined, that wherever, in the epistkB 
of the apostles, such a^serttojcis^ occur as those I: 
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hnve mentioned^ the comiDg of our Lord is not 
to be taken in the literal meaning of the phrase^ 
Irut that we are to look for something which was 
Ideally at hand when these epistles were written^ 
and which^ in some figuratiye sense^ might be 
called his coming. And such an event the learn- 
ed think thej find in the destruction of Jerusalem ; 
'—which may seem^ indeed^ no insignificadt type of 
the final destruction of the enemies of God and 
Christ ; but if we recur to the passages wherein 
the approach of Christ's kingdom is mentioned^ 
we shall find that in most of them^ I believe it 
might be said in all^ the mention of ike final 
judgment might be of much importance to (he 
Writer's argument, while that of the destruetton 
of Jerusalem could be of none. Thecbraing of 
pur Ix>rd is a topic which the holy pehmen em* 
ploy, wbeti they find occasion to^ exhort fife 
brethren to a stelBitfy pevtievbmxtb in the profe^'^ 
«ion of the gospel, and a patient endurance of 
thosi^ trying affii6tiohs with which tHe prott^ 
dente of God, in thfe fiiri^ag^^ of the church, wks 
plesLsed to exercise his s^ Vants. Upon these oc^ 
psions^ to cotlfirm t!te persecute Christian's 
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{[RpaveriDg faitb — to revive bis wcarj ^opie— to ia-r 
wigorat^ bi|i droopiog ^eal-^ifQlbing cou]d b^* 
more efflpictual tliaa to s^t bi^ore bim the pros- 
pect of tbat happy conf uoun^tion^ when his Lord 
should cQme to ^al^ bim to bin^self^ and changi^ 
his fihorjt-liyed sorrpws ^uto endless joj. Od the, 
other haod^ nothings upon these occas^ons^ cop](|.. 
be more out of season^ than jto bripg in view aQ 
appjToac^jng p^iod of increased affliqtion^ — for 
spch was the seasoa of tbe Jewish war to be. 
The believing Jews» favoured as they were io raa*' 
Dip ioitaQces^ were still sharers in po small degree 
in the common calapiity of their couotfy, Tl^ej 
had been trained by our Lord himself to no otbef 
e^ectation. He had spoken explicitly of the 
ii^e of Jeru^lem as a time of distress and dan;- 
giir \a the very elett of God. Again, if the care- 
less and ji^fferent were at ^.ny timfs to be awa« 
Il^eiied to a sjsnse of dapger^ \hefa9t Judgment was^ 
likely to afford a mpre prevailing argUmeirt than 
the prospect of the temporal ruin impending over 
the Jewish nation, or indeed than apy thing else 
i9^hich the phrase of '^ our Lord's coming;^" apT 
f;o|rding to any figurative interpretation of it, cai| 
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€ib6ie. It sliould seem; t^erefore^ that in at! 
ihose passages of ttie epistles in i/rliicfa the com**' 
ing of our Lord is holden out^ either ag' a motive 
fo patience and persiveranc*, or to keep aliTethat 
spirit of Tigitarrce and caution \rhic1i is necessai^ 
to make 6ur V^ialling sure^-^it should s^em^ that 
in all thise passages fht coming ii to betaken li- 
ier ally for omr Lord's pf^iciml cbmin^ at the last 
dajr; amd that the ^gu>^ie is rather lio be sought 
in fho^e expresisiohs which; in their literal nv^n* 
ing; might seem to announce his imAiCdratis arri- 
val! And this 8t Peter seetfnst to" suggest^ wheti 
he telb us, in Ms second epistle^ that the Cerms of 
^' sdort '^ attd *' late''' vLt^ to be terj difierently Ud- 
derstood^ when applied to thie great operations of 
ProTidence^ and to the ordinary occurrenees dT 
h^man life. " The Lord/' says be, '' is not^ftck 
<!diiCifrnJtog his promise^ as sotoe men coabrsfTackv 
dCss. Ode day is with the Lbrd as' a' thousand years, 
and a thousand years as ode day/' *' Sdoil " ftnd 
'' late '* are words whereby a comparison iii rather ' 
inttfbded of the mutuail proportion of difierent ita- 
terVals of time, than the magnitude of any one by 
itself defined ; arid thfe same thing may be said to %e 
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toiqipg either soon or late^ aecofding as tliie dii^ 
tMcp of it is eooapar^ with a longer or a shortef. 
period of durattion. Thus> although the day ofi 
judgmont was remoted undoubtedly hy an interval 
of many ages froin the age of the apostles^ yet it 
niight in their days he said to be at handj if it^ 
distance from thent was hut a small part of it» 
Oirjgiaftl difiltance ftqm the creatipi? of the worlds 
'^--4liat i$, if its dift^ee then wa^i hut ^ small 
part pf the wh^l^^ period of the worhic's ^KisteQce^ 
which n the s^pdf^rdj in r^feFtqce to 1^bii;h^ so 
long as the world ihfill l^st^ fil} P^t portions of 
time «iay be by.ws mo^t properly dpDpniiititted 
long or $hort. ^^bere js tigaip ^nothejruse of th^ 
words '^^soon'*and " latp," wheifebyiaiay oneporr 
tioD of time^ jtaken singly^ is und^r^tppd to be ccm- 
pared^ fipt with any otheri but with the number 
of eycp^s th?*!^ are to corpe topass in it in paturaji 
eon^equenpe and su^cessidui If the ey^ts ar^ 
few in proportion to the time^ the sucipi^ipn uiuit 
be sIpw^ Jind the time toay be. iq^ll^d, Ipng : , If 
ili^y are.mwy^ the succession must be qwtlt^ 
and the |i«ie may be called short in fespei&t <^ 
Ae number of eienls, wbateyer be xUn .abSLolufe? 
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.«k|£itt of it. It seems to be. in tWs sense Hkti 

i 

expressions deootiog speediou^is of eveot are «^« 
plied by the sacred writers to our Lord's com^ 
iugs la the day of Messiah the Prince^ in the 
tnferval between our Lord'# ascension and his 
fpop^iog again. to judgment^ the world was to ke 
4gprft(lual)y<prepared and ripened forats end. The 
i^f^les ^irereJto carry the tidings of salvation tp 
the exU:enuties of the earth: They were to be 
^rjoyght before If^iogs andxuJejrsj and to waiter the 
.new-^pJanted churches with their blood. Ven-^ 
^auf^e was to be ej^equ^ 00 the unbelieying 
JewSf )>y the destruction qf their city^ aadtliedis-' 
per^iQn pf their nation. The Pagan idolatry wasi 
to he e|Ltirpated> — th^ Mao of Sin to be revealed* 
jj/erusalem is yet to be trodden down : The rem- 
lumt of Israel is to be brought back>«-the elect 
of Qod to be gathered from the four wind^ of 
llfaxiW* Md when the apoBtles speak of thft 
event as at hand which is to close this gref c 
«chi^me of 'Providence, — a scheme in its parts $0 
f»l^9.ive an^ sp various, — they mean to intimale 
him busily the ^eat work is going on, and with 
i^t confidence, from what tl^y saw accoo^ 
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plisKed in their own days^ the first Christiaiil 
might expect in due time the promised consuni- 
tnation. 

That they ar^ to tie thus Unddrstood^ may tie 
collected from our Lord's own parable of the fig- 
tree^ and the application which he teaches us to 
iii^ke of it. After a minute prediction of the 
distresses of the Jewish war^ and the destruction 
bf Jerusalem/ Urnd a very general mention of his 
second comings as a thing to fdlldw in its ap- 
pointed season^ he adds — *^ Now leiti-n a pa]:ahle 
of the fig-tree. When its branch becomes tender 
ind puts forth its leaves^ ye know that summer 
is nigh : So likewise ye^ when ye shall see alt 
these things^ know that it is near, even at the 
floors." That it is neari — so we read in oiifr 
English Bibles ; and eipositdrs render the word 
*'it," by the ruin for ttold, or the desolation spth- 
ken of. But what was th6 ^utn foretold, 6t d^dola!- 
tkin spoken of ?— The rtiin of the Jewish i^atioii 
— the desolation of J^fusaletn. What Were all 
these things, which, when they i^hould see, they 
teight know it i6 hi near ?— All the particulars 
bf bur Skvibur's detail ; that is to say, the de- 
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stf uetiooof Je^usaleui^ with all the circiitiistaflcdi 
bf coufuMOn and distress with which tl was to h6 
ia^ccimtfinikd. This ci^ition, thefefore^ makesi 
ils I cotfceit^^ the desolattcm df Jertisaleai the 
{irogDostic ef itw}f>^hfe digd vcod the thing sig- 
Bified the same. The true reitderid^ df the ori* 
ginal I tflJce td be — '' So likewise jre, when jd 
^U see all these thhigs, know fhdt He is neiir 
at the dooi's/' Hts-^it ib, tbfeSotf of Man; 
jipokeb^^of Jn the verses iitfiAediatelypi'acediiig^ ai 
coding in the doilds of heliVeQwith ^6i^ei and 
j^reat glory. Theapproach of suflimer^ sfays our 
iiord^ k not more suirelj indicated by the fii'st ap« 
i^earances of spribg^ than tile final destruction of 
the wicked by the beginnings of ren^eanee on 
this if^peoitent people. The dpeiiing: of the vei"'* 
iial blossom is the first step in a nttiirat process 
n^lucb necessarily tertmnates in the r^eatng of 
ibfe nibimdr fruiits; and the; rejectiiota of thd 
;lews^ and thh adoption of tiitf believh)g Crentilesi 
is ibe first dtep ia tUeeicecuAion of a Settled plart 
bf Providence tifhicb ifievitiiUy terminates in the 
geaenil jiidgmfBf . IThe cfaftin of plhysicarl causes; 
inAbe oti» cast, H not mooe .vminterruivtedi or 
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more certainly productiTe of the ultimate efec^y 
than the chain of moral causes in the other. 
'' Verily^ I my unto you^ this generation shall 
not pass tilt all these things be fulfilled/' '' AU 
these things/' in this sMtence, milst unquestion- 
ably denote the same things which are denoted by 
the same words just before. Jost bieforey the same 
words denoted those particular circumstances of 
the Jewish war which were included in our 
Lord's prediction. All those signs which an^ 
swer to the fig->tree's budding leaves; the apostles 
and their contemporaries^ at least some of that 
generation^ were to see. But as the thing por 
^nded is not included^ among the signs^ it was 
not ^t all inspiied in this declaration that any of 
them' were to live to see the 'harvest g the e&ming 
of our Lord in glory. 

I persuade myself that I hate showay that our 
Lord's comings wherever it is mentioned by the 
apostles in their epistles as a motive to a holy 
life^ is always to be taken literally for his per* 
sonal coming at the last day. 

It may put thematter still farther out of doubty 
to* oj^rve^ that the passage where of all othersy 
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in this part of Scripture^ b. figurative tnterpreta^ 
Hon of the phrase of '^ our Lord's coming** would 
be the most neoesSarj^ if the figure did niot lie in 
the expressions that soem to iotimate its near aji-> 
proaeh^ happens to be one in which our Lord's 
coming cannot but be literally taken. The pas^ 
sage to whieb I allude is in the fourth chapter 
of St Paul's First Epistle to the Thesialonians; 
from the thirteenth veMs to the end. The apostle; 
to comfort the Thessalonian brethren Cdncemin^ 
their deceased friends^ reminds them of the resur-- 
rection ; and tells them^ that those who were al^ 
ready ^ead would as surely have their part in A 
bappy immortality as the Christians that slioulii 
be living at the time of our Lord^s coining. Up- 
on this oc^asion^ his expressionsi taken literally^ 
would imply that he includisd himself^ with m^ny 
ef those to whoin these consolations we^^ lid-^ 
dressedj in the tilimber of those who should re- 
ibain alite at the last day. This turn of the ex^ 
f ression naturally arose froAi the strong hold that 
the expeetatibrf of the thing in its due season had 
taken of the writer's imagination^ ilnd frdin hi« 
full persnasiDix of the truth of the doctrine hd 



Digitized by 



Google 



M^ asaeKtiDg/— uatoeljr^ tlibat tliote who Aaiiid 
dk before our Lo«d'$ eoming^ atod those whd^ 
$bouldtlieQ be alivty would find themselves quite 
uj^on s&i eveD footing. lu t]ie eoufideat eipecta-^ 
fioQ of hh own reWi^rdy bis interaied&te dissolu-* 
iion was a matter of so mudk iodi&renee to bim 
that fie oterlooks it. tlis expression; however^ 
^as so strong^ that his meaning was: mistaken^ or^ 
a« I rather thinks misfiepresenflod. There seems' 
to have been a sect in the aprostoUe age,-^in whicb 
iMt, how^er^ the apostles theikvi6hes wene not/ 
as. some have abs^odiy^: maintained^ ioclnded,--« 
but tiiere seems. Uk baie been a sec^ whieh looked- 
for the resurrection in their oWti time. Some of 
theae persons seem to have taken advantage of 
St Paul's expressions in this pas^ge, to represent 
him aa lavouiiog their opinion. ThUoccaisiioned^ 
the s^omA qiistle to the Thessaloniang; in wfaicli' 
£be apostle peremptorily decides against that doc-* 
tkioe ; maintaining that the Man of Sin is to be 
revealedjr and a long.eooseqUenee of eventir to ruif 
Qul^ beCb£e tfie day of jjudgmetit can d^tne ; atid 
he desires that no. ei^pressioaof his ma)^be uwitf^ 
tflood of its speedy aitival ;'*-^¥bichprove9/if Ibe^ 
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tbing needed fartber proof than I haye alreadj 
given of it^ that the coming mentioned in his 
former epistle ig the comiD^ to Judgment, and that 
Mrhateyer he Iiad said of the day of coming a^ at 
hand was to be u nder s tood aoply of the cer^inty 
of that cpming. 

The most difficult part of my subject yet re* 
inains^^— to consider the passages in the gospel 
fi^jb^rein the poming of oufr Lord is mentionied. 
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MATTHEW, Xxiv. 3. 

<^ Tell ur wlien shall these things be ; and what shall be the 
signs of thy coming, and of the end of the world ? *' 

X PitocECD in mj inquiry into the general im* 
portance of the phrase of *^ the coming of the 
Son of Man '• in the Scriptures of the New Te«- 
tament 

I have shown, that in the epistles, wherevier 
our Lord's coming is mentioned, as an expecta- 
tion that should pperate through hope to patience 
and perseverance, or through fear to vigilance 
and caution, it is to be understood literally of his 
coming in person to the genera!' judgment. I 
have yet to consider the usual import of the same 
phrase in the gospels. I shall consider the pas- 
sages wherein a figure hath been supposed, 0f> 
mitting those where the sense ts universally CQn« 
fes^ed to be literal. 
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When 0tir Lord^ after his resurrection^ was 
pleased to intioaate to St Peter the death hy which 
it was ordained that he should glorify God, St 
Peter had the weak curiosity to inquire what 
might be St John*s destinj. '' Lord, what shall 
this man do ? *' '^ Jesus saith unto him, if I will 
tliat he tarry till / comCj what is that to thee ? 
Follow thou me/' The disciples understood 
this answer as a prediction that St John was not 
to die; which seems to prove, what is much to 
our purpose^ that in the enlightened period which 
immediately followed our Lord's ascension^ the 
expression of his coming was taken in its literal 
meaning. This interpretation of the reply to St 
Peter was set aside by the eyent. In extreme old 
ttge^ the disciple whom Jesus loyied was taken 
for ever to the bosom of his Lord. Biit the 
Christians of that time being fixed in a habit of 
interpreting the reply to St Peter as a prediction 
concerning the term of St Jqhn's life^ began to 
i^ffix a figurative meaning to the expression of 
'' our Lord's coming/- and persuaded themselves 
that the prediction was verified by St John's hal- 
ving survived the destruction of Jerusalem ; and 
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^mce prm^ailedj of seei^iiig figuriUiv^ ^m9es of 
this plgiise wliereyer it occurs. But the plaio 
£act is^ that St Jphn bimsejf fi^w nothing of :pi«^ 
dictioQ 10' o{K Saviour's word^. fU memu to 
ba^appcebafide^ nothing intbem bat an answer 
pf sigi^ifieaiit though, mild r^bulte (o^ fMiiaqiMi- 
^Yfid^aiaQfl. 

If tb^re'be atiy f a^sage id the New ^estafneat 
10 M/hich t)fe ^pici^h o£ the destruction 0f J^f 119a-' 
}tm k iotended }^y the pbriise of f^ our Lord's 
fs<Wing/' \m xx^gkt' tooi tiiilr^asQiiab]^ look for 
tli^i^ %^r0 m a^^rpflirts of itboee ptopbetical djs- 
qi^uTrf e^ III wbfph he rqxlied to the questH>n pro* 
jpojsiad t^Jhw 19 thp ^^d6 gf the texi, and particu- 
larly in the twf oty^sey4i|iti|i ref se of this twenty^ 
fourth ebapter pf St Matt^iew'sGof pel ; where our 
Savioprj in the jmddle of that part of bis discourse 
in wbisb.he describes the eyents of the Jewish war, 
say^— " Fot ft$ the lightning 9o»iethoiit of theeast 
and ^hinet^ iinto the we^t^ no flball Ako tbepoming 
of theSftopf Maobe// Aod beaddfiiflJheteveDty- 
eigbtb veiSe«f— ^' For wher^soevpr ih^ fi^rciitfs is, 
tbfjre will tb^ iCigles be gathered togeth^^r. ' * T^^ 
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^mip]e9j when they put the que^q ^^ ^«U u^ 
when shall t\ke»t things b0 ;>nd what |haU be tha 
$lgn8 of tby conpii0g>Micl of tbeend of lihewotld-PM 
ifna^ed^no doubt» ttftt tbe^coiAfogof our li^onil. 
was to be the epoch of the doinfiiiion irith iiriiich 
h^ bad thrieatened the teoipJe.: l^bey h|id »ai tpet 
xB,im^ ihw tJip^UiSimf po my thing abote a 
ticmporal kingdom* Ti^^ ioiagined^ perhap i^ 
^t oiif . Iipfd Wituld pfMne hj <¥mqu«ist> w hf 
some display of hi$ eji^tnojrdioafjr pow^ nrhich. 
should be equivalent to omiqm^U to 4e«t hitoiei^ 
Mpon Oavid'# ihr^ne ; aod that the destruetioa 
of thisijlewldh tfiiq|>ie MToqld be istiber tbe/last step 
^D the acquisitiiHi of bis rojai ppw^r^ oc perhapt 
the fii^t ewiiion of !$• l^bti veil w#8 jret upon 
tbeir underatandii^i atid tli^iaeafloii not being 
qome fw takii^ it dntirejy Avy^j^ it vrcmld haist^ 
beeft mptbing $tmng0 if our I^ofd fafdifr^med faif 
replj \^ ternsf ^^aotpmodated to their prtomikm^ 
and hud flpdlMQn of the jrqin.of Jerii^leiQ as tbcf 
iu3^ceiv^d (^ it,— fts.an evonA'tbiirt^vais to be tlift 
coneequen^e af his c<HliM)gi-*^to be his ovwa im-?^ 
mediate fieti lin the €0«r4e of tb^a^eotiqiiesta by 
|rhifh they might ^ink he wm to.^in hk kkgT 



Digitized 



d by Google 



3« 

iiom, or the beginning of the veagdance wbichj 
when egtablished in it> he might be expected to 
execute on his vanquished demies. These un-^ 
doubtedly were the notions of the disciples^ when 
they put the question concerning the time of the 
destruction of the temple and |the signs of our 
Xord's coming ; and it would have been nothing 
strange if our Lord had delivered his ans^n^r in 
expressions studiously accommodated to these 
pn^udices : For as the end of prophecy is not 
to give curious m^ a knowledge of futwtty^ but 
to be in its completion an evidence of God's all^ 
ruling providence^ who, if he governed not the 
worlds could not possibly foretell the evettts* of 
distant ages^-^for this reason, the Spirit which 
^s in the prophets hath generally used a lan*^ 
jl^age artfully contrived to be obscure and am-^ 
biguous, in proportion as the events intended 
might be distantj«-»graduaUy to clear up as the 
events should approach, and acquire from the 
events, when brought to pass, the most entire per- 
ipicuky ; that thus men might remain in that ig*^ 
nprance of futurky which so suits with the whofo 
^pur present condition that it seems espratii^l to 
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the welfare of the worlds and yet be overwhelmed 
at last with evident demonstrations of the powev 
of God. It might have been expected that our 
Lord^ in delivering a prediction^ should assume 
the accustomed style of prophecy^ which derives 
much of its useful ambiguity iVom this circum* 
itance, — from an artftil accommodation to popu-> 
hur mistakeSj^ so far as they concern not the inte* 
rest of religion : And much of this language in- 
deed we find in our Lord's discourse. But with 
respect to his own comings it seems to be one 
great object of his discourse^ to advertise the 
Ohristiau world that it is quite a distinct event 
from the demolition of the Jewish temple. Thi^ 
information is indeed conveyed in oblique insi- 
nuations^ of which it might not be intended that 
the full meaning should appear at the tim^ whea 
they were uttered. But when Christians had 
once seen Jerusalem with its temple and all its 
towers destroyed^ the nation of the Jews dis« 
persedj and <Nir Lord^ in a literal meanings not 
ifet come^— -it is strange that they did not then 
disicern^ that if there be any thing explicit and 
fleer in tiie whole of this prophetical discovrse^ 
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^t is this particular predictioQ^ tbat during i^fi^ 
|distre68e$ of the Jewish war the espectatioo 00 
pur Xiord's ifqaiedi^te comiog would be the reigii*^ 
ing delusion of the times. The diseoufie i^ 
opened wjth this caution-^^f Take hecid that sM 
man d^eite jpu : For many shall come k my 
mme, sajing — I am Cbrtst; aad.sbaU de$mf<( 
many/' And the same osiition is repeated iq 
Tarious parts of the prophec|; till he cornea at 
last to speak (as I shall hareafterslipw) of hk 
feal coming as ^ Uiing to take place aftertiiedesr 
iiUed period should be ruii out of the desoktio^ 
of the holy city. ^' If any man shall say onto 
you— liO hqrp is Christy or there,-^belieye it nof;. 
{f thejr shall sf|.y unto your^Behold he k in the 
desert^ — go. not forth ; Behold he is in the Becret 
chambers^ — ^belieye it not. For as the liglitnuig 
Cometh out of the east and 8hinet|i unto^the west^ 
f sliall also the coming of th^ Son of ^J^n be^ 
^' For/' as it is ad^ed in ^t Matthew, ''whereso^ 
ever the carcas9 is^ there will the eagles be ga^ 
^ered together/' Give no credit^ says our Lortt^ 
\o any r^orts that may be apiead that the Mes^ 
jflffc^ 19 come^— rthat he is in this place, or ia t|;at ; 
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ifhiih will make it public at once to all the 
world 2 and there will bie no need that one man 
should carry the tiding^" to another. This sud* 
jfen and uniyersal notoriety that there \fill be of 
our Saviour'd latst glorious advent is signfified by 
the image of the lightning, which^ in the samef 
instant^ flashes upon the eyes of spectators in re- 
mote and opposite stations. And this is all that 
this comparison seems intended or indeed fitted 
to express. It hath be^n imagined t\i$.i it denotes 
the particular route of the Roman armies, whicli 
tntered Judea on the eastern sidei ^nd extended 
theif conquests westward. Bfiit had this been 
fiiteiided, the image should rather have been ta- 
ken frolm something which hath its natural and 
iiecessaty course in thut direction. The lightning 
iaay break out indifferently in any quarter of the 
Iky; afnd ea^st a^nd west seem to be mentioned 
^nly as extremes and oppositer. And accordingly/ 
in the mraUel passage of St Luke's Gospel/ we' 
Had ddthei' of east nor west, but indefinitely of 
^ositte parts of the heatens : 1' For as iM 
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ttghtning tbat lighteneth out of the one pari 
under tke heaven shineth unto the other part 
under heaven^ so shall also the Son of Man be ia 
his dm/."^ The expression '* his day *■ is remark*- 
able. The original might be moreexactlj rendei^ 
" his own day ; V intimating, ast I conceive^ tfai^ 
the day, i. e. the time of the Son of Man^ is to be 
exclusively his owni--^quite another from the 
day of those deceivers whom he had mentiooed; 
and therefore quite another from the day of thd 
Jewish war^ Jn which those deceit era were to 
arise. 

Nevertheless^ if it were certain that the eagles; 
^ in the next verse> denote the Roman ariM^^ 
bearing the figure of an eagle on their st^nd«rd», 
'^— if the carcass, ro^nd which the eagles 'were tol 
be gathered, be the Jewish nation, whieh wa9 
Qiorally and judicially dead, and vi^bose deslrue- 
tion was pronounced in the decrees of Heaven^^ 
if this were certain, it might then seem necessary 
to understand tlie coming of the Son of .Man, in 
the. comparison of the lightning, of iits cfmiii^ 
figuratively to d^^stroy Jerusalc^m. But this in-* 
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i^iili'etation df tfae eagles and the carcass tUiki 
to be a very uncertain though a specious con* 
jecture. 

As the sacred historians hate recorded the se^ 
l^eral occurrences of our Saviour's life \vithout it 
scrupulous attention to the exact order of time^ 
in which thej happened^ so they seem to have 
registered his sayings with wonderful fidelity^ 
but not always in ihe order in which they came 
from him. . Hence it has come to pass^ that thcj 
heads of a continued discourse have^ perhaps^ in 
iome instances^ come down to us in the form of 
Unconnected apothegms* Hence, also, we some^ 
times find the same discourse differently repre* 
ientedy in some minute circumstances^ by different 
evangelists; itnd maxims the same in purport 
somewhat differently expressed, or expressed im 
the same i^ords, but set down in a different order ; 
-Circumstances in which the captious infidel 
finds occasion of perpetual cavil, and from which 
the believer derives a strong argument of the in* 
tegrity lirid veracity of the writers on whose tes^ 
timony his faith is founded. Now, wherever 
tiiese varieties appear; the rule should be ttf eXf^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



3$ 

^uad each writer's narratiFe bj a careful coirl- 
j>ari$oa mill tho re^t. 

To apply this to the matter in question. Those 
prophecies of dar IiOfd> which St Matthew And 
St Mark relate as a en^niinued discourse, stafid 
ia St Ldske's narrsitive in two differetit parts, m 
if they had been delivered upon different (bough 
somewhat simila^r occasions. The fiist of these 
parts ia order ot time is mad^ th^ latte^r part of 
ibe whole diseourse io St Matthew's narrlttim 
iPhe first oecasioei of its delivery was a quertioai 
j)ut by some of t be Pharisees conceriiing the time 
of the coming of tlTe kjingdom of God* Our 
lidrd having given a very general answer to the 
Phariseesi addresses a inore particular disdourso 
io his disciples; in which, after briefly mentioouig 
in highly figured language the affliction of th^ 
teasoB of the Jewish war, and after cautioaio^ 
bis disciples against the false rumours of bis ad-t 
v^nt which should tbeil be spreatl, he proceed^ 
to describe the suddenness with which hiii real 
adirent, the day of jitdgmient^ will at la^t §va^i»e 
the thoughtless world. The particuWsof tbi^ dit^ 
eonrio we banre in the se?enteenth ditpler o€ SI 
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tiuke'a Gospel. Tbe other part of these prophet 
^ies St Luke relates as delivered at another tiaie^ 
upon the occasion ^hich St Matthew and St Mark 
mention. When the disciples^, our Lord haying 
tnentioned-tbe demolition of the temple^ inquired 
of him — '^ When shall these things be ; and what 
shall be the signs of thy comingi and of tbe end 
oTthe world ? " our Lord answers their questiouj 
as far as it was proper td answer it. He gives. a 
minute detail of those circumrtances df the war 
which to that generation were to be the ^igni 
etfihe last advent ; — not tbe thing itself, but the 
signs of it ; for the beginnbg of the completion 
lyf a long train of prophecy i^ the natural sign 
and pledge of the completion of the whole. He 
foretells the total dispersion of the Jews. He 
mentions briefly his own coming j of which, he 
says, the things previously mentioned would be 
no less certain signst than the first appearances of 
spring are signs of the season of the harvest. H^ 
affirms that the day and hour of his coming is 
kno\i^ to none but the Father ; and he closes 
the whole of this discourse with general exhorta* 
tions to constant watchfulness^ founded on tbff 
tOL. I. e 
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eonstd^ation of tha£ suddenness of his coming 
df \rhicb he had given such explicit warning iir 
his former discourse. The detail of this last 
discourse^ or rather of ao much of this discburse 
as was not a repetition of the former^ we have in 
the twentj-fii^st chapter of St Luke'» Gospel. 

St Matthew and St Mark^the one in the twenty- 
fourth and tWen1y-fifth> i^e other in the thirteenik 
chapter of his 6ospel> give these prophecies in one 
entire discourse^ as thej were delivered- to the a^ 
postles upon the occasion which they mention ;* buif 
tiiej have neither distinguished the part that was 
new from what had been delivered before^ nor have 
they preserved^ as it should seein^ so exactly as St 
Luke^ the original arrangement of the matten 
In particular^ St Matthew has brought close to- 
gether the comparison of the Son of Man's com- 
ing with a flash of lightnings and the image of 
the eagles gathered about the carcass. St Mark 
mentions neither the one nor the other ; whereas 
St Luke mentions both/ but sets them at the' 
greatest distance one frqni the other. Both^ as 
appears from St Luke^ belonged to the old part 
of the discourse; but the comparison of the 
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ligbtnibg was introduced near the beginning b£ 
the discourse^ — the image of the eagles and the 
carcass at the very end of it. Indeed this image 
did not belong to the prediction^ biit was an an-^ 
swer to a particular question proposed by the 
disciples respecting some things our Lord had 
said in the latter part of this prophecy. Our 
Saviour had compared the suddenness of the 
coming df the Son of Man to the sudden erup- 
tion of the iVaters in Noah's floods and to the 
sudden fall of the lightning that consumed Sodom 
and Gomorrah. It is evident^ from St Matthew's 
j-elation^ that the coming intended in these simi- 
litudes is that coming of the time and hour of 
M^hich none knows> said our Lord^ ^' not even 
the Son^ but the Father.'* But since the epoch 
of the destruction of Jerusalem was known to 
the Messiah by the prophetic spirit ( for he said 
that it should take place before the generation 
^ith which he was living on earth should be 
passed away)^ the coming of which the time 
was not known to the Messiah by the prophetie 
spirit could be. no . other than the last personal 
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akdveni Thi»^ therefore^ is the coming of whie^ 
our Lord speaks in the sereDteenth chapter of St' 
XiUke's Gospel^ and of which he describes the sikI*- 
denness ; and in the end of his discourse^ he fore- 
tells some extraordinary interpositions of a discii'' 
Biinatii^ Proyidebce^ which shall preserte (he 
fighteous^ in situations of the greatest danger^ 
from certain public calamities which i« the last 
ages of the world Will fall upon wicked nations: 
'^ Of two men in one bed> one ^all be taken 
and the other lefl. If wo women grindihg toge- 
Aer^ the one shall be taken and the other left. 
Two men shall be in the fiek)^ the one shall be^ 
taken and the other left. And they said unto^' 
him^— Where^ Lord ? And he said unto them^— 
Wheresoe?er tbe body is^ thither will the eagles 
be gathered together/' It is probable that the 
eagle and the carcass was a proverbial image 
among tbe people of the East^ expressing things' 
niseparably connected by natural affinities and 
sympathies^. ^' Her young ones suck up bloody - ' 
si^ys Job^ speaking of the eagle ; ^^ and wlierr 
the slain is^ there is she." The disciples 



Digitized 



by Google 



Sf 

Wbere^ in wbat countries are these CAUoiities i0 
happen^ and these niii^aculQijis ddliyerances to be 
wrought ? Our divine foftruetor hM it unfit 
to gi ve faftMr light upon the subject. He frames 
a reply, as was his custom when .pres^sed with 
junsea^onable questions^ which, at the same time 
that it evades the particular inquirj, might more 
edify the disciples than the most explicit resolu- 
tion of the question proposed. '^ Wheresoever 
the carcass is, thitbejr will the eagles be gathered 
together/- Wheresoever sinners shall dwell, 
there sh^ll my vengeance overtake them, and 
there will I interpose to protect my faithful ser- 
irants. Nothing, therefore, in the similitude pf 
the lightning, or the image of the eagles gathered 
round the carcass, limits the phrase of '^ our 
Lord's coming,'* in the twenty-seventh verse of 
this twenty-fourth chapter of St Matthew, to the 
figurative sense of his coniing to destroy Jeru- 
salem* 

His coming is announced again in the thirtieth 
verse, and in subsequent parts of these same pro-- 
phecies ; where it is of great importance to res- 
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eue the phrase from the refinements of modern 
expositors^ and to clear some considerable diffi* 
culties^ which^ it must be confessed, attend the 
literal interpretation. And to this purpose I 
shall devote a separate discourse. 
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SERMON III. 



If ATTHEW, XXiv. 3. 

^^ Tell as when shall these things be ; and what shall be the 
signs of thj coming, and qf the end of the fForld ,? 

• ■ 

J.T lyas upon the Wedniesday in the Passion-week^ 
that our Lord^ for the last time retiring from the 
temple^ where he had closed his public teaching 
with a severe invectiye against the bj^ocrisy of 
the scribes and Pharisiees^ uttered to the apostles^ 
remarking with admiration as they passed the 
strength i^n4 beauty of that stately fabric^ that 
prediction of its approaching demolition which 
gave occasion to the question which is related in 
my text. Whisii they reached the Mount of 
Olives^ and Jesus w^s seated on a part of the hill 
where the city and the temple lay in prospect 
before him, four of the apostles took advantage 
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of that retiremeut to obtain^ as tliey boped^ from 
our Lord's mouthy full satisfaction of the curio- 
sity which his prediction of the temple's ruin 
had excited. Peter, Jamp, John, and Andrew, 
fcame to him, and asked him privately — ^' Tell us 
when shall th^se things be ; and what shall be 
the signs of thy coming, and of the end of the 
world ? *^ To this inquiry our Lord was pleased 
to reply in a prophetical discourse of some con* 
siderable length, which takes up two entire 
chapters, the twenty* fourth and the twenty- fifth, 
of St Matthew's Qo$pe\ ; and yet is brief, if the 
discourse be measured by thfi subject, — if the 
length of speech be compared with the period of 
time which the prophecy embraces, commencing 
within a few years 'after our Lord's ascension, and 
ending only with the general judgment. This dis- 
course consists o( tWQ principal branches. The 
first is. the answer to the first part of the question, 
'' When shall these things be ? '^—tbat is. When \ 
shall this demolition of the temple be, which \ 
ibou hast mow foretold ? And the^econd branch 
pf the discourse is the answer to the second part 
pf the question, '^^ What shallbe the sigt^s^ qf 



Digitized by 



Google 



♦I 

thy comings and of tbe end of the world ? '* 
You will fin^^ indeed^ in some modern exposi^ 
tions^ such a turn given to the expressions in 
which the apostles put their questions^ as makes 
tbe two branches of tbe sentence^ not two distinct 
questions^ as thej really are^ but the same ques- 
tion differently expr<Bssed. You are told bj 
^se expositors, that by the end of the world 
the apostles me^ot the end of that particular age 
during which the Jewish church and state were 
destined to endure. Such puerile refinements of 
?erbal criticism might .betjter become those blind 
leaders of the blind agaimt whose b^d teaching 
our Saifiour warned the Jewish people^ tlwn the 
pteacbers of tbe gospel. Mk these expositors 
by what means they were themselves led to' the 
discovery of a meaning so little obvious in the 
wordsj you will find Ih^t they have nothing tq 
aUege but what they call the idioms of the Jewish 
language; wfaich^ however^ are no idioims of the 
language of the inspired peamen> but the idioms 
pf the Habbinical diivines^-^a set of despicable 
^ffters> who strifve to cover their ;po¥crty of 
fpe^ng by % affeot^^d 4>bseurity of a mystic 
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^tjle. The apostles were no Rabbio ; thej <wei« 
plain artless men^ commissioned to instruct men 
like themselves in the mysteries of God^s king* 
dom. It is not to be believed that such men^ 
(writing for such a purpose^ and charged with 
the publication of a general revelation^ should 
employ phrases intelligible to none but Jews> 
and among the Jews themselves intelligible only 
to the learned. The word *' end^ ** by itself^ indeed, 
may be the end of any thing ; and may perhaps 
ht used in this veiy part of Scripture, with some 
ambiguity, either for the end of all things, or 
the end of the Jewish state, or the end of any 
period which may be the immediate subject of 
discourse : But it is not to be believed that the 
end of the world, in the language of the apostles, 
may signify the end of any thing else, or carry 
any other meaning than what the words must 
naturally convey ix^ every one who believes that 
the world shall have an end^ and has never be* 
wildered his understanding in the schools of the 
Rabbin. The apostles, therefore, in the text, 
clearly ask two questions : When will the temple 
^ demolished, ^ as thou hast threatened ?. and by 
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what signs shall the world be apprized of thy 
coming, and of its approaching end? Our Lord'^ 
prophetical discourse contains such an answer as 
was meet for both these questions ; and as the 
questions were distinctly propounded, the an- 
swers are distmctlj given in the two distinct 
branches of the entire discourse. 

I observed^ in my last sermon upon this sub- 
ject, that these prophecies of our Lord, which 
St Matthew and St Mark relate as a continued 
discourse, are related by St Lul^e as if they had 
been delivered in two different parts, upon dif** 
ferent though similar occasions. The truth is^ 
that it was our Lord^s custom, as appears firom 
the evangelical history, not oqly to inculcate 
frequently the same maxims, and to apply the 
same proverbs in various senses, but to repeat 
discourses of a considerable length upon differ*- 
ent occasions ; as what ts called his sermon on 
the Mount was at least twice delivered, and 
some of his parables were uttered more thaa 
once. It is a rule, however, with the evange- 
lists, that each relates a discourse of any consi- 
flerable length but once, without noticing thit 
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j^arioui; Ojcc^^ions upon which it might be re* 
peated ; though different evangelists often record 
{different deliveries of the samp discourse. St 
JLtuke having related io its proper place our 
liOrd^s answer to the inquiry of the Pharisees 
about the signs of the kingdom^ omits^ in his re- 
lation of our Lord's answer to the like inquiry 
of the apostles^ what iseemed little more than ^ 
repetition of what bad been said upon the former 
occasion. St Matthew and St Mark have given 
the discourse in reply to the apostles more at 
length, without raeotioning that our Lord had 
at any time before touched iipon the same sub- 
ject. 

By comparing the parallel passages of these 
prophetical discourses, as they are related entire 
by St Matthew, and in parts by St Luke, I have 
already shown, that in the similitude of the light- 
ping, by which our Lord represents the sudden- 
ness of his future comings no allusion could be 
intended to the route of the Roman armies when 
(hey invaded Palestine ; and that the image of 
the eagles gathered round the carcass bath b^en 
^Ijpounded vnth more refinement th«n trutl) of 



Digitized by 



Google 



is' 

tbe Roman staindards planted round Jerusaleoi; 
vfhtvk the city was besieged by Vespasian^ No 
argument^ therefore^ can be drawn from these 
fioetieal allusions^ tl^t the coming of the Son of 
Man> whkh is compared to the flash of lightning, 
^s what has been called his coming figuratively 
to dertroj Jerusalem. I nowproceed to consi* 
der the remaining part of these prophecies ; and to 
ihoW that the coming of the Son of Man^ so of-^ 
tan mentioned in them^ can be understood of no- 
tiiing but that future coming of our Lord which 
^as promised to the apostles by the angels at the 
time of his ascension/- — his coming visibly to 
judge the quick and dead. 

Every ane^ I believe^ admits that the coming 
0f the Son of Man, foretpid in the thirtieth verse 
of this twenty-fourth chapter of St Matthew's 
Crospel^ when the sign of the Son of Man is to be 
displayed m . the heavens — when the tribes of 
tlie earth shall be seized with consternation, see- 
ing liim coming in the clouds of heaven with 
power and great glory, — ^every one admits, that 
the coming thus foretold in the thirtieth verse i» 
16 succeed those disorders io the sun, mooa^ n4 
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kiati, metilidned in the twenty-nintti^ Darkneffsi 

in the sun and moon^ and a falling of the stars^ 

were images in frequent and familiar use among ^ 

the Jewish prophets^ to denote the overthrow of ^ 

great empires or the fall of mighty potentates^ ^ 

and there is nothing in the images themselves to ^ 

connect them with one event of this kind ratlieif i 

than another. But if ^e recur to the*parallel 

passage of St Luke's Gospel^ we shall find^ that \ 

before these signs in the siln^ moon> and stars^ 

our Lord had mentioned that Jerusalemf is to be 

trodden down of the Gentiles; until the times of 

the Gentiles be fulfilled; thatis^ till the time 

shall come for that accession of new Converts 

from the Gentiles; which^ as St Paul intimates^ 

is to follow the restoration of the converted Jews. 

" If the fall of them'' (the Jews), sajs St Paul, 

^' be the riches of the world, «nd the diminishing^ 

of them the riches of the Gentiles, how much 

more their fulness?" After he had mentioned 

this fulfilling of the timCj^ of the Gentiles; then^ 

According to St Luke, our Lord introduced those 

signs in the sun and the heavenly bodies. Theae 

signs, therefore, are not to tak^ place lift the 
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jfiine come for the fulfilling of tbeGentiles^--^ 
fiot^ therefore^ till the restoration of the Jewsy 
which is to be the beginning and the means of that 
fnlfiUmg* Thej cannot^ therefore^ be intended to 
denote the beginnings of that dispersion of the 
Jews from which Aty are to be restored when 
these' signs take plaie; nor can the coming of 
the Son of Man^ which is still to succeed these 
signs^ be his coming figuratively to effect that dis- 
persion bj the arms of Vespasian. The disper- 
sion^ I say^ of the Jewish people, which by a 
considerable interval was to precede these signs^ 
cannot be the same thing with the coming of the 
Son of Man, which is to follow them. 

Upon these grounds, I concludie that, under 
the image of these celestial disorders, the over^ 
throw of some wicked nations in the last ages is 
predicted ; probably of some who shall pretend 
to oppose by force of arms the return of &e cho* 
sen race to the holy land, and the re-establish** 
ment of their kingdom. And if this be the pro^ 
bableinterpretationof the signs in the sun and 
itioony the advent which i$ to succeed thoie sign» 
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iidn hardlj be any other than tbe real ddiieni di 
the last day. 

In mj first discourse upion this subject^ I had 
occasion to obviate an objection that might be 
raised from the declaration which our Lord sub-^ 
joins to his parable of the fig-tree : '^ This gene* 
ration shall not pass away till all these things be 
fulfilled/' I showed that the words '' all these 
things*' do not denote all the particulars of the 
whole preceding prophecy^ but all the things de- 
noted by the same words in the application of 
that parable, — namely, all the first signs which 
Answer to the budding of the fig-tree's leaves. 

Great stress has been laid upon the expressionf 
^ith which, as St Matthew reports them, our 
Lord introduces the mention of those signs in 
sun and moon which are to precede his advent : 
^* Immediately after the tribulation of those 
days, shall the mn bef darkened." The word '' im* 
mediately" may seem to direct us to look for. this 
darkness of sun and moon in something imm^* 
^lately succeeding the calamities which the pre* 
ceding part of th© prophecy describes : And ar 
nothing could more immediately succeed the i^ 
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tjres^es ot the' Jewish war than the demolition of 
the city and the. dispersion of the nation^ hencci 
all that goes before in St Matthew's narrative of 
these discourses hath been understood of the dis- 
tresses of the warj and these celestial disorders of 
the final dissolution of the Jewish polity in church 
and state; which catastrophe^ it hath been 
thought^ our Lord might choose to clothe in 
*^ figurative language^ on purpose to perplex the 
Unbelieving persecuting Jews^ if his discourses 
should ever fall into their hands^ that they might 
not learn to avoid the impending evil/' But we 
learn from St Luke^ that before our Lord spoke 
of these signsi he mentioned the final dissolution 
of the Jewish polity, in the plainest terms^ with- 
out any figure. He had said — '' They" t\ e. (as 
appears by the preceding sentence) this peoplel 
^^ shall. fall by the edge of the swordi and shall 
be led away captive into all nations ; and Jeru- ' 
salem shall be trodden dowii of the Gentiles. '* 
Andto what purpose should he afterwards pro- 
pound in a figure what he had already described 
in plain words ? or how could the figurative! 
description, thus accompanied with the interpret 
lroL< I, D 
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titidfa/kiHe'^e't^u'i'pbte df cOnfouhdib^ and per- 
pl^ki%? I a^preheV)^^ that the whole difficiiltj 
^iteli'fl^e Word *' iMioe'di^teljr " is supposed to 
c^te^'iniSiilt interpretation'Wbich refers the signs 
in Ihe ^un add modn fo the last agte of the 
\¥drtd^ is touildlsd dn a mistake feoncemirtg the 
extent dftbafpefioid of ataictidn 1?^iiich is intended 
by '' the tribulation of tlibse days/' ^hese Vords, 
I believe, have been always understobd of those 
few years during Which the Rortiian ^artniies ha* 
rassed Judea and besieged the holy city ; Ivher^as 
it is more agi^e^ble to the gehdi^alcast of the 
prophetic ladguage, to understand th^m of the 
whole period of the tribulation of the Jewish na- 
tion, — that Hvhole period during which Jerusa- 
lem is to be tlrbdden down. This tribulation be- 
gian indeed in those day^ of the Jewish war ; but 
the period of it is at this day in its course, and 
will idot i&nd till the time shall come, f^redeter- 
mined in the counsels of God, for the t^estora- 
tien of that people to their ancient seats. This 
D^hole period will probably be a period of afflic* 
ti<yn, not to the Jews only, but also in some de- 
j;r^eto the Christian <^hurch ; for not before the 
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expiration of it will the true church be secure 
from persecutions from without — from corrup- 
tion^ schism^ and heresy^ within. But when this 
pieriod shall be run out^ — when the destined time 
shall come for the conversion and restoration of 
the Jewish people^ — immediately shall the sun be 
darkened^ and the moon shall not give her light ; 
great commotions and revolutions will take place 
among the kingdoms of the earth* Indeed^ the 
re-establishment of the Jewish kingdom is^ in the 
nature of the thing, not likely to be effected 
wiinout great disturbances. By this interpreta- 
tion^ and I think in no other way, the parallel 
passages of St Matthew, St Mark^ and St Luke^ 
may be brought exactly to one and the same 
meaning. 

t shall now venture to conclude, notwithstand- 
ing 'the great authorities which incline the other 
Hvay, that the phrase of ^' our Lord's coming, '* 
ivherever it occurs in his prediction of the Jewish 
war, as well as in most other passages of the 
f^ew iTestament, is to be taken in its literal mean- 
ing, as denoting his coniing in person, in visible 
pomp an^ glory^ to the general judgment. 
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Nor is the belief of that coming, so explicitly 
foretold, an article of little moment in the Chris- 
tian's creed, however some who call themselves 
Christians may affect to slight it It is true, 
that the expectation of a future retribution is 
what ought, in the nature of the thing, to be a 
sufficient restraint upon a wise man's conduct, 
though we were uninformed of the manner in* 
which the thing will be brought about, and 
were at liberty to suppose that every individual's 
lot would be silently determined, w^out any 
public entry of the Almighty Judge, and without 
the formality of a public trial. But our merci- 
ful God, who knows how feebly the allurements 
of the present world are resisted by our reason^ 
unless imagination can be engaged on reason's 
side^ to paint the prospect of future good, and 
display the terror of future suffering, hath been 
pleased to ordain that the business shall be so 
conducted, and the method of the business so 
clearly foretold, as to strike the profane with* 
awe, and animate the humble and the timid. He 
hath warned us (and let them who dare to ex^ 
lenuate the warning ponder the dreadful curse' 
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witli which the book of prophecy is sealed — '^ If 
any hian shall lake away from the words of the 
boot of this prophecy, God shall take away his 
part out of the book of life '* ), — God hath warn- 
•cd us that the inquiry into every man's conduct 
will be public — Christ himself the Judge — the 
whole race of man and the whole angelic host' 
spectators of the awful scene. Before that as- 
sembly, every man's good deeds will be declared, 
and his most secret sins disclosed^ As no eleva- 
tion of rank will then give a title to respect, no 
obscurity of condition shall exclude the just from 
public honour, or screen the guilty from public 
shame. Opulence will find itself no longer 
powerful, — poverty will be no longer weak ; 
birth will no longer be distinguished, — meanness 
will no longer pass unnoticed. The rich and poor 
will indeed strangely meet together ; when all the 
inequalities of the present life shall disappear, and 
the conqueror and his captive, the monarch and 
his subject, the lord and his vassal, the states- 
man and the peasant, the philosopher and the 
unlettered hind^ shall find their distinctions to 
have been mere illusions* The characters and 
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truth been equally important^ and equally pub* 
lie ; ^hile the eye of the omniscient God hath 
been equally upon them all^ — while all are at last 
equally brought to answer tp their common 
Judge^ and tji^e angels stand around spectators^ 
equally interested in the dooms of all. The sen* 
tence of every man will be pronounced by him 
who cannot be merciful to those who shall have 
willingly sold themselves to that abject bondage 
from which he died to purchase their redemption^ 
— who, nevertheless, having felt the power of 
temptation, knows to pity them that have been 
tempted ; by him on whose mercy contrite frailty 
may rely — whose anger hardened impenitence 
must dread. To heighten the solemnity and ter- 
ror of the business, the Judge will visibly de- 
scend from heavep, — the shout of the archangels 
and the trumpet of the I^rd will thunder through, 
the deep^ — the dead will awake^ — the glorified 
saints will be caught up to meet the Lord in the 
air, while the wicked will in vain call upon the 
mountains and the rocks to cover them. Of the 
d^y and hour when these things shall be, know- 
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cth no man; but the day and hour for these 
things are fixed in the eternal Father's counsels. 
Our Lord will Gome^ — ^he will come unlooked 
for^ and maj come sooner than we think. 

God grants that the diligence we have uged in 
these meditations may so fix t}\e tl^ought and ex- 
pectation of that glorious advent in our hearts^ 
that by constant w%|ghfi|l{}(»s*on our own part^ 
and bj the powerful »uccour of God's Holj 
Spirit^ we may be found of our Lord^ when he 
fionietfa^ without qiot^ and blameless ! 
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MATTHi;W^ Xvi. 88. 

f^ Yerilj, I say unto you, there be some standiog bera 
irhich shall not taste of de^th till they see the Son of Mail 
coming in his kingdom." 

X HESE remarkable words stand in tlie conclusion 
of a certain discourse^ with the subject of Vf^hich^, 
as they have been generally understood^ tbey 
seem to be bqt little connected It must there^^ 
fore be my business to establish what I take to 
be their true meanings before I attempt to en- 
large upon the momentous doctrine which I con- 
ceive to be contained in them. 

The marks of horror and aversion with which 
pur ![iOrd'8 disciples received the first intimations 
()f liis sufferings gaye occasion to a seasonable 
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lecture upon the necessity of self-denial, as tbe 
means appointed by Providence for the attain* 
ment of future happiness and glory. *^ If any 
one/' says our Lord, '* would come after me/* 
» — if any one pretends to be my disciple, *^ let him 
take up his cross and follow me. *' To enforce 
this precept, as prescribing a conduct which, 
afflictive as it may seem for the present, is yet no 
other than it is every man's truest interest to pur-^ 
sue^ he reminds his hearers of the infinite dispro- 
portion between time and eternity; he assures 
them of the certainty of a day of retribution ; 
and to that assurance he subjoins the declaration 
of the text, as a weighty truth, in which they 
were deeply interested, — for so much the earnest- 
ness with which it seems to have been delivered 
speaks. ^' Verily, I say unto you, " — these are 
words bespeaking a most serious attention, — 
^^ Verily, I say unto you, there be some standing 
here which shall not taste of death till they see 
the Son of Man coming in his kingdom. *' 

Here, then, is an assertion concerning some 
persons who were present at this discourse of our 
l^ord's, that they '^should not taste of death'* 
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before a certain time ; .which time is ^escribe^ 
as that when '' the Sqq, of Man should be seen 
comiQg in his kingdoip/' Qbsiarye^ \\^ is x\q% 
simply thf^ time when the Son of Man should 
Gome^ but tb^ time ^hf^, hf^ should com^ in his 
ktngdovn^ andwh^n h^ should, be s^^ «() cqmjpg. 
In or^er to ascertain the meaning pf t^is as^i^rr 
tjpn, the first point must be^ to dftter^ine;^ ^f P^^^r 
sible^ wliatmay be the pi^rticulaf tifpe which, i^ 
thus <}esi^ribed« From, thq r^splutipQ^ of thi^ 
question, it will pr^obably appear ip.what sense^ 
figurative or literal^ it n^i^ht be affirmed of apy 
y():io were pr^ent at th^ di^course^ tj^at tl^pj 
should not taste of deatlf l^fore l)iat time ; also, 
Wjbo t^y might be at whom the words. '^ some 
st^ndfpg here'" may be si|pposed to have, been 
pointed. And whea we i^all have discovered 
who they were. of whom, our Lord spak)^^ ap^ 
what it was he spake concerning them^ it is, likely 
we shall thea discern for what purpose of; gene- 
ral edification the particular d^stiiiy o^ ^ose perp 
sons, was thus publicly declared;. 

Many expositors, both ancipnt %nd mo^ft^n, X^j 
the coiping of the Sop of ]^af)/' in this tex^j 
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have understood the transS^uration. This no* 
tion probably takes its rise from the manner in 
i;?bich St Peter mentions that memorable trans- 
action^ in the first chapter of his second catholic 
epistle ; where^ speaking of himself as present . 
upon that occasion in the holy mountain^ he says 
that he w|is then an eye-witness of the majesty of. 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Hence^ perhaps^ the 
hint was taken^ that the transfiguration might 
be considered ^s the first manifestation of our 
Lord in glory tQ, the sons of men ; and that the 
apostles, who were permitted to be present, might 
b^ said to have seen the Son of Man at that time 
coming in his kingdom: And it must be con- 
fessed, that no violence is done to the phrase of 
'' the coming of the Son of Man/' considered 
by. itself, in this interpretation. But, if it ^e ad- 
mitted^ — if the. time described as, thjat^ when the. 
Son of Man should, be seen coming in his king- 
dom fa^ understood to haye b^ the time of the 
transfig)irat)oa^ — what will be the amount of the 
sQ^^emq asseveration i^ the text? — Nothing more 
th^n this^ — that, i^ the numerpus assembly tp 
which our. I<tord was spefik^ing;, cojjiposed per- 
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haps of persons of all ages, there were some, — 
the expressions certainly intimate no great num- 
ber, — but some few of this great multitude there 
were who were not to die within a week ; for so 
much was the utmost interval of time between 
this discourse and the transfiguration. Our great 
Lord and Master was not accustomed to amuse 
his followers with any such nugatory predictions. 

The like argument sets aside another interpre- 
tation, in which our Lord's ascension and the 
mission of the Holy Ghost are considered as the 
" coming in his kingdom" intended in the text. 
Of what importance was it to tell a numerous 
assembly ( for it was not to the disciples iu par- 
ticular, but to the whole multitude, as we learn 
from St Mark, that this discourse was addres- 
sed), — to what purpose, I say, could it be, to 
tell them that there were some among them who 
were destined to live half a year ? 

Both the9e interpretations have given way to a 
third, in which ^' the coming of our Lord in his 
kingdom" is supposed to denote the epoch of the 
destruction of Jerusalem. This exposition is 
perhaps not so well warranted as hath been ge*- 
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lierally iaiagined^ by the usual import of the 
phrase of " the coming of the Son of Man^'* in 
other passages of holy writ. There is no ques- 
tion but that '^ the coming of our Lord^'' takea 
literally^ signifies his coming in person to the 
general judgment ; and^ if the time permitted 
me to enter upon a minute examination of the 
seyeral texts wherein the phrase occurs^ it might 
perhaps appear, that^ except in the book of Re- 
Telations^ the figurative sense is exceedingly rare 
in the Scriptures of the New Testament, if not 
altogether unexampled. Be that as it may, there 
is no question but that the coming of our Lord, 
taken literally, signifies his coming in person to 
the general judgment ; and the close connexion 
of the words of the text with what immediately 
precedes, in our Lord's discourse, makes it un-^ 
reasonable, in my judgment^ to look for any 
thing here but the literal meaning. In the verse 
next before the text, our Lord speaks of the com- 
ing of the Son of Man in terms that necessarily 
limit the notion of his coming to that of his last 
coming to the general judgment. '* For the 
Son of Man shall come in the glory of his Fa^ 
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iber^ With bis tingeh ; and then he shall rewaM 
eVery ihan ^ccoMing to hisf works." And then 
he adds — ^ Verily, I say unto yoti, there be some 
'itinding h^e, which shall not taste of death till 
thfey^ee'theSbnbf Man doming in his kingdom/* 
Virkl, it is said the Son of Man shall come; — 
It is immediately added, that some then present 
should see him coming. To what purpose is 
this second declaration, hut as a repetition of the 
first, with the addition of a circumstance which 
mi]^ht interest the audience in the event, and 
awaken their serious attention to it ? ^^ I will 
come; and some of yoU shall see me coming." 
Can it be supposed, (hat in such ah assevieration^ 
the word '^ to come" may bear two different 
senses ; and that the coming, of which it was 
said that it should be seen, should not be visible ? 
But what then did our Lord actually aver ? — ^that 
any of those who upon this occasion were hi^ 
hearers should live to the day of the general 
judgment ? — It cannot be supposed : That yvete 
to ascribe to him a prediction which the event of 
things hath falsified. Mark his words : '' There 
be some standing here who shall not taste of 
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death.'* He says not '' wbo sfaall not die,*' 
but *' v^\ko shall nol taste of dealSi. '' Not to 
taste of deaths is not 'to feel thepaftt^ of it — not 
to taste its bitterness. In this sense was the 
lame expression used by our Lord tipon other 
occasions^ as was indeed the ihbre sibiple eltpr^- 
lion bf not dying. '' If a man keep my laying^ 
be shall never taste of death. " The expression 
is to be understood with reference to the interme- 
diate state between death and the final judgment^ 
in which the souls both of the righteous and the 
wicked exist in a conscious state^ — the one com- 
forted with the hope and prospect of their future 
glory^ the other mortified with the expectation 
of torment. The promise to the saints^ that 
they shall never taste of deaths is without limi 
tation of time; — in the next^ a time being set, 
until wrhich the persons intended shall not taste 
«f death, it is implied that then they shcUl tastd 
it. The departure of the wicked into everlasting 
tohln^ntt is in Scripture called the second death. 
This i^ the death from which Christ came to 
Save penitent sinners ; and to this the impenitent 
^emafin obnoxious. The pangs and horrors of it 
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\¥i\\ be sucb^ that the evil of natural desiih, in 
comparisoB^ may well be tiverlooked ; and it may 
be sajd of the wicked^ that tbej sbaU have no real 
taste xif death till they taste it in the burning 
lake^ >^hence the smoke of their torment shall 
ascend for ever and ever. This is what our 
Lord insinuates in the alarming menace of the 
text : This^ at leasts is the most literal exposition 
that the word« will bear; and it connects them 
more than any other with the scope and occasion 
of the whole discourse. " Whosoever/* says 
our Lord, ^' will lose his life shall find it/* — 
shall find, instead of the life he loses here, a bet^* 
ter in the vrorld to come ; " and whosoever will 
save his life shall lose it^ '" — shall lose that life 
•which alone is worth his care : '^ For what is a 
man profited, if he gain the whole worldj and lose 
kis own soul ? or what shall a man give in ex- 
change for his soul }" For there will come a 
day of judgment and retribution : The Son of 
Man, he who now converses with you in a hu- 
man form, ^^ shall come in the glory of the Fa- 
ther, with his angels ; and then he shall reward 
every man according to his works : ** On them 
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sought for life and immortality^ — oti them he 
shall bestow glorj and ha()piness^ hokiour and 
praise ; but ^^ shaiile and rebil&ej tribiiktion and 
anguish^ upon evei^y soul oj^ man that doeth 
evil.*' The piurpoirt of fh6 distioursfe Was to eti- 
force a Just contempt both of the etrjoj^mentd and 
of the sufferings of the present life^ ficem the con- 
sideration of the better Enjoyments and of th^ 
heavier sufferings of the life to com^ : And be- 
cause the discourse viras occasioned by a fear 
which the disciples had betrayed of the sufferings! 
of this world> for which ariother fear might seein 
the heist antagdnist^'-^for this reason^ the point 
chiefly insisted on is the magnitude of the loss! 
to them who should lose their souls. To give 
this consideration its full effect> the hi^arers^ afe 
told that thei'e were those among themselves Who 
stbod iti this dAngeroUs predicameht. '' There 
bfe sohdie standing here who i^hall not taste of 
di^ath till they see the Son of Man tomihg ih hisf 
kingdom ; " and then will they b& doomed to 
endiesis siifferingg> in comparisoil with which the 
p'l^vibu^ pangs of natural defath are nothing. 
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'^ Platter not yourselves that these threatenings^ 
will never be executed^ — that none will be so in- 
<;orrigiblj bad as to incur the extren^itj of these 
punishments : Verily, I say unto you, there are 
present; in this very assembly,— there are persons 
standing here, who will be criminal hi that de- 
gree, that they will inevitably feel the severity of 
vindictive justice,— persons who now perhaps 
hear these warnings with incredulity and con- 
tempt : But the time will come, when they will 
see the Son of Man, whom they despised — whom 
they rejected— whom they persecuted, coming to 
execute vengeance on them vvho have not known 
God, nor obeyed the gospel ; and then will they 
be doomed to endless sufferings, in comparison 
with which the previous pangs of iiatural death 
are nothing/' 

It will be proper, however, to consider, vdie* 
tlier, among the hearers of this discourse/ there 
might be any at whom it may be probable that 
our Lord should point so express a denunciation^ 
of final destruction. 

'^ There are some standing here/'-^The ori-, 
ginal words^ according to the reading which our 
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Eiiglisb translators seem to have followed^ mig\ii 
be more exactly rendered — '' There are certairi 
persohs standing bere^"' \fhere the expression 
^' certain persons '' hath just the same definite 
iense as '^ a certain person/' the force of the plural 
number being only that it is a more reserved^ and> 
for that reason^ a mdre alarming way of pointing 
at ian individual. NoWj in the assembly to which 
our liOrd was speakings a certain person^ it may 
well be supposed^ was present^ whom charity her- 
self may hardly scruple to include among the 
miserable objects of God's final vengeance. The 
son of perdition^ Judas the traitor^ was standing 
there. Our Saviout'^s first prediction of his pas- 
sion was that which gave Occasion to this whole 
discourse. It may reasodably be supposed^ that 
the tragical conclusion of his life on . earth was 
ptesent to his mibd^ with all its horrid circum- 
stances ; and^ among tfaese> none was likely td 
make a more painful impression than the treason 
of his base disciple* His mind possessed with 
these objects^ when the scene of the general 
judgment come* in view — the traitor standing in 
his sight— his crime foreseen^— the tordid md* 
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fallen gpostle's punisbfieot could not but present 
itaelf ; and tibis drew fi'om our divine instructor 
tbAt'lalarming vii&ntte, which ttiust baye struck a 
chill of horror to \ht heart of ^verj one that 
beard it^ and the more bec&uisde the particular ap« 
plicaticm itif it was not at the time understood. 
This was the effect intended : Our Lord ineaht 
to impress bis audience with k just and affecting 
sense of the magnitude of thoso^ evils — the sharp- 
ness of those paiBS^ which none but the ungodlj 
»hall ever fee]> add from which none of the un- 
godly ever »haH eiseape. 

Nor in this passage onlj^ but in exerj page of 
holy writ^ are these terrors displayed^ in expres- 
sions studiously adapted to lay hold of the imagi- 
nation of mankind, and awaken the most thought- 
less to such an habitual sense of danger as might 
be sufficient to overcome the most powerful al- 
lurements of vice. *' The wicked are to go into 
filter darkness. There is to be weeping and gnash- 
ing of teeth. They are to depart into everlasting- 
fire« prepared for the Devil and his angels^ where 
tiie worm dieth not^ and the fire is not quenched* 
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Tfa^e tfaej shall drink of the wfSatb of Chod^ poiir* 
fid out witbbut iniKlure into the cap of bisindigi^ 
tiation;?' Wl^atevei; tfacce maj^ be of fiance m 
^ome'of these ezpressioiis^ ag much as. tfau thcgr 
certflinljT ifnpol't^ that the fii^^fe^ state of tbe 
wicked will be a state of efiquuit^toeroe^t both 
Df body aiid' n]iud^*r^of iofmeatt^ not o^lj interne 
in degree^ btiit;ih.capable of ifitBcmisBioii, cure^ or 
end^— ^a condition of. uniriixed and perfect evil; 
not less deprived of future hope than of present 
enjcyinent. 

It is amazing that a. j^ger so stropgljr set 
forth should be disregarded ; and this is the more 
amazing, when we taike a view of the particular 
casts and complexions of character among which 
this disregard is cfaiefiy found. Thej may be re- 
duced to three difik'ent classes^ according to the 
three different passions by which they are severally 
overcome, — ambitioa^ avarice, and sensuality. 
Personal consequence is. .the object of the first 
classj wealth of the second, pleasure of the 
third. Personal consequence is not to b^ ac- 
quired but by great undertakings, bold in the 
first conception, difiicult in execution, ejLtensivie 
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In eopsequence. Such undertakings demand great 
abilities. Accordingly^ we eommonlj find in the 
ambitious man a superiority of parts^ in some 
measure proportioned to the magnitude of his der 
signs : It is his particular talent to weigh distant 
f^onsequenceSj, to provide against them^ and- ia 
turn everj things, bjr a deep pplicj and forecastj, 
to his own advantage. It might be, expected^ 
that this sagacitj of understanding would rer 
strain him from the desperate folly of sacrificing 
an unfading crown for that glorj that must 
shortly pass away. Again^ your avaricious mo* 
ney- getting man is gen^ralfy a character of won*- 
derful discretion. It. might be expected that he 
would be exact to count his gainsj^ and would be 
the last to barter possessions which he might hold 
for ever^ for a wealth that shall be taken from 
liim^.and shall not profit him in the day of virath. 
Then^ for those servants of sin the efileminate 
$ons of sensual pleasure^ these are a feeble timid 
race. It might \)e expected that these^ of all 
men^ would want Brmness to brave the danger. 
Yet so it is^ — the ambitious pursiles a conduct 
which must end in shame ; the miser^ to he rich 
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foovfs nmkes himself poor for erer ; and the ten- 
/(der delicate voluptuanry shritaks not at the thought 
'4>feDdkf8fthurtiiifg^ ! * 

Th^^e tbingi eotild not* be, but for one of these 
twB r«ason8^-*-^ither thai there it «ome lurking 
ia\:redalit)^iil tneti^ an f^a heart ofunieJiefj that 
admits nM the gospel doctrinef of punishment iff 
its full eximf. ; or that their imagin^tiomi set the 
danger a(t a prodigious distance. 

The Scriptures at^ ^iM more explicit in the 
Ihreatenings of wititb U|^on tlte impenitent than 
in -general assertiom'^f 'God's forbearance and 
mercy. These fsa^^ons are confirmed hj the 
Toice of Nature^ which lopdlyproclaima (he good- 
ness as well as the -power of the universal Lord. 
Man ifr frail and imperfect in his original consti- 
tution. This^ t9a^ is the doctrine of the Sccip- 
tures ; and every man's experience unhappily 
confirms it. Human life^ by the appointment of 
Providence^ is short : '^ He hath made our days 
as it wese a ^an long.'^ ^^ Is it^ then^ to be 
supposed^ that this gopd^ this merciful^ this long- 
buffering God^ should doom hi; frail imperfect 
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creature ^imi to eodkss punisiuaqc^ .% ti^e (^U 
liesr—call them^ if you ple^^j, {tbjs cripes^ pf a 
short Kfe ? Is He injured by f^^r cfioiejij that 
be should j^eek tki&y^rf^jfpfiS^i or d^^s his nar 
ture delight.in gro^s pq^ }^nf}§ittf^ioiis ?--^ItGai|n 
^pt be supif^s^. Wl|a|;.n?^eWipq dieclare^ of 
ifje futurfs «ppdi(ip9 of ^p yvj^kei » prophecy ; 
^Ja4 profl^Pfyjf, we kpoM^^ .deals 19 poetical , and 
exaggerated expressions.*; .H^cl^, perhaps^ is the 
Ipupgua^ m^ch the i3i»iier holds witlijo faim«ilf> 
Yfl^DB hfs i^ vfifti^ned of, the Yrri»ih to coine; and 
Wf^h l^|i|^v.ag!B he.ipt taught tovboid^ in the yirin 
tiQgs inid the ^sermms of our modero sectafies. 
lie is tatt^t, that i\te piivtshtnept threatened is 
far more h^ai^y thaa will be executed : He is told» 
that the nvords whieb^ in th^ir literal meanings 
de8t>te endless ,duiation> are^ upon many ooca** 
sions^ in Scripture^ as in conuison speech^ used 
figuratively or ahusiv^ly^ to denote very Ipng but 
yet definite peripds of $inie. These notipns are 
ipculcated in the vvritings^ pot of infideU, bi|t of 
men ^ho> with ^11 (k^ errors^ mus^ he numhf^** 
cd ^Qog tbp friends and ^,voc4te«( of Yirtu^ 
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ac^g to their worthy, we mMt not the lets strenut 
oadj r«ai9t tb^ir dftRgerous innovations. 

Tl^ %iiedt]i»i} <iqniserBiog the eteroit}' of pu^ 
Bishment (likf^.some otbeca., wbich^ couiidertfd 
mem\y m questions of philoaophy^^ay he of long 
And difficult diacussios) might be brong^ to Ji 
tipeaiy determination^ if inen^ before tibejr^ heat 
themselMs iwith ' argunkent^ would iitipMtiail5 
comidev kapf fiis xeason in he^ nati^al riMogth 
mmy be competent to the inquiry. I do not mem 
to afl^rm genevallj that reason is not a judge in 
mictters of netigion : But: I do qwntain^ tfa^t 
there are certidn points concerning the natui^ oi 
the Deity, and the scheme^ of Pcovidenee^ upon 
whieh reafloli is diimb and- revelation is explicit ; 
and that> in these points^ (here is no oertf in guide 
but the plain obvious meaning of the written 
word. The qifidsiiofi concerning the eternal du- 
ration of the torments of the wicked is one of 
these. 

Frc^ any natural knowledge that we have of 
the Divine oharact^^ it never can be proved that 
^hd scheme of eternal punishment is unworthy of 
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bim. It canflot be proved that this scheme is kh^ 
eoDU^Dt with his natural perfeetions—bis esseii*- 
tial goodoess. What is essential goodness ?— It 
is usually defined by a single property^-*-T4he love 
of virtue' for its own sake. The definition is 
good^ as far as it goes ; but is it eoiBplete ? does 
it comprehend the whole of the thing intended h 
«*— Perhaps not. Virtue and vice are oppostttes ; 
love and hate are opposites : A consistent cha«^ 
f acter must bear opposite affections towards op- 
posite things : To love virtue^ therefore^ for its 
own sake^ and to hate vice for its own sake^ may 
equally belong to the character of essential good* 
ness ; and thu8> as virtue, in itself^ and for its own 
sake, mu^t be the object of God's love and fer 
vour, so, incurable vice, in itself, and for its own 
sake, map be the object of his hatred and perse- 
cution. 

Again, it cannot be proved that the scheme of 
eternal punishment i| inconsistent with the rela- 
tive perfections of t]^e l>eity — vrith those attri^ 
butes which are dii^layed in his dealings mth 
the rational part of his creation : For who is he 
ih^t shall determine in what proportions ibt air 
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tributes of justice and merey^ forbearance and 
aereritjj ought to be mixed up in the character 
of the Supreme Gdvernor «f the universe ? N^r 
can it be proved that eternal punishm^t is in^ 
consistent with the schemes of 6od*s moral go* 
vernmeot : For who can define the extent of 
that governm^it i who among the sons of men 
hath an exact understanding of its ends«-»*a know** 
ledge of its various parts^ and of their mutual re* 
latioos^ and dependencies f Who is he that shall 
explain bj what motives the righteous are to be 
preserved from falling from their future state of 
glory ? That thej shall not fall, we have the 
comfortable assurance of God's word : But bj 
what means is the security of their state to be ef* 
fected i — Unquestionably by the iniuence of 
moral motives upon the minds of free and rational 
agents. But who is so enlightened as to foresee 
what particular motives maybe the fittest for the 
purpose ? Who can say — These might be suffix 
cient ; — ^these are superfluous ? Is it impossible, 
that, among other motives^ the sufferings of the 
wicked may have a salutary effect ? And shall 
Pod spare the wicked^ if the preservation of tlfO 
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tigbt^us shauid call for ilie perpetual example 

<)f tUeif puoishmept ? -Skicc, the», ^o proof 

can be deduced^ frpm my tiaturfil knowledge 
tbat we fauye of God^ that tbe scjbeme of eternal 
punisbmeotis uowortby of the Divine ebaracter, 
<r*-sijDce ib^e is ho pr^of tbat it is inconsistent 
either with the patural perfeetidiis of God or 
with bis Folative attributea^ — rsince it maj be ue- 
cesstarjr to the ends of Ms government^-^upon 
what igroiuids do we proc^^ when we pretend 
to intisrprist^ to qualify^ * and to extenuate the 
threateniQgs of holy writ ? . 

The original frailtj of Imnian naiure^ and th|^ 
providential shortness of human life^ are alleged 
to no purpose in this argument. Eternal ponish- 
ment is not denounced against the frait^ but 
against the hardened and perverse ; and life is to 
be esteemed long or shorty not from any propor- 
tion it maj bear to eternitj (which would be 
equally none at all^ though it were protracted to 
ten thousand times its ordinary lengdi)^ but ac- 
cording as the space of it may be more or less 
than may be just suflScient for the purposes of 
|uch a state ^fi our present life is of discipline 
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«nd probation. Thief e taimt be a certain length 
of iime^ the precise measure bf ^bich 'can be 
known to none btit God, tvithiii which, the |)ro* 
raises and the threatenings of the go^el, joined 
with the experience which every man'B life affords 
of God's power and providence^of the instabi- 
lity and vanity of all worldly eiijoyni«its,~tliere 
must, in the nature of things, be a certain mea- 
sui^e of time, within which, if it all, this state of 
experience, joined with future hopes and fears^ 
must produce certain degrees of improvement in 
moral wisdom and in virtuous habit. If, in all 
that time, no effect is wrought, the impediment 
can only have arisen from incurable self-will and 
obstinacy. If the ordinary period of life be more 
than is precisely sufficient for this trial and culti- 
vation of the character, those characters which 
shall show themselves incorrigibly bad will have 
no claim upon the justice or the goodness of God, 
to abridge the time of their existence in misery^ 
so that it may bear some certain proportion to the 
short period of their wicked lives. Qualities are 
not to be measured by duration : Th^ bear no 
more relation to it then tfaef do to space. The 
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batefiiiness of sin is seated in itselfr— in its owd 
internal quality of evil : By that itsall-deseryings 
are to be measured^ — not by the narrawness of 
tbe limits^ either of time or place^ within which 
the good providence of God hath confined its 
power of doing mischief. 

If, on any ground^ it were safe to indulge al 
hope that the suffering of the wicked may have 
an end^ it would be upon the principle adopted 
by the great Origen, and by othcHr eminent ex- 
amples of learning and piety which our own 
times have seen^-^that the actual endurance ef 
punishment in the next life will produce effects 
to which the apprehension of it in this had been 
insufficient; and end^ after a long course of ages^ 
in the reformation of the worst characters. But 
the principle that this effect is possible— that the 
heart may be reclaimed by force, is at best pre* 
carious ; and the only safe principle of human 
conduct is the belief that unrepented sin wiU 
suffer endless punishment hereafter. 

Perhaps, the distance at which imagination 
sets the prospect of future punishment may have 
a more general influence in diminishing the ef^ 
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feet of God'9 merciful waroings tbaa an; seep- 
ttcal doubts about the iotensitj or the duration 
of the sufferings of the wieked. The Spirit of 
God means to awaken us from this delusion^ when 
he tells .us> by the apestle» and holy men of old, 
that *' the comitig of the Lord draweth nigh/' 
He meansj by these declarations, to remind every 
man that his particular doom is near : For^-v^hat- 
ever may be the season appointed in the secret 
counsels of God for '^ that great and terrible 
day, when the heatens and the earth shall flee 
from the face of him who shall be seated on the 
throne, and their place shall be no more found,*' 
-^whatever may be the destined time of this pub- 
lic catastrophe, the end of the worlds with re- 
spect to every individual, takes place at the con-- 
elusion of his own life. In the grave there will 
be no repentance ; no virtues can be acquired—* 
BO evil habits thrown off : With that character, 
whether of virtue or of vice, with which a mao' 
leaves the world, with that he must appear be- 
fore the judgment-seat pf Christ: In that mo^ 
ment, therefore, in which his present life ends^ 
every man's future condition becomes irreversibly 
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d^terttiiMsdt In tliis sense, to every 6tie (liat 

« 

itAtidtik here^ '' tbe coming df tbe Ldrd drftW- 
^thnighi^fceJudgeisatthedoiir. Let trs t^atch^ 
iberefore^ and pray;*' — i;iratchov«r dUrselves, and 
praj for the succours of God's grace^ that mi 
may be able to stand before the Soil of Man^ 
Nor shall Tigilance and prayer be ineflS^tuaL 
On the mcoririgible and perverse^ — on those ^fao 
ikH>ek at God's threatenings^ and reject bis pro^ 
mises>—- on these only the severity of \vrath will 
fall* But, for those who lay these warnings 
seriously to heart — ^who dread the pollutions of 
the worldi and flee from sin as from a serpent — 
who fear God's displeasure niore than death, and 
seek his favour more than life, — though much 
of frailty will to the last adhere to them, yet these 
are the objects of the Father's mercy— of the 
Redeemer's love. For thesfe h^ died, — for thesti 
he pleads; these he supports and strengthens 
With hig Spirit; these he shall lead With htm 
triumphant to the mansions of glory, when Sifl 
and Death shall be east into the lake of fire* 
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PSALM xly. 1. 

ff- 1 speak of tbe things frhich I h«?6 made touching the 
]8^iDg," or <^ nnto the King." 

JL HIS forty-fifth psalm has for many ages made 
a stated part of the public service of thfs church 
on this anniversary festival of our blessed Lord's 
nativity,^ With God's assistance^ I purpose to 
eicplain to you its application^ both in the gene- 
ral subject and in each particular part^ to this 
great occasion ; which will afford both season- 
able and edifying matter of discourse. 

It is a poetical composition^ in the form of an . 
epithalamium or song of congratulation^ upon 
the marriage of a great king^ to be sung to mu- 
sic at the wedding-feast. The topics are such 
as were the usual groundwork of such gratula- 

* Preached on Christmas-day. 
TOL. I. F • 
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tory odfg with the poets of antiquity : They all 
fall under two general heads-^the praises, of the 
bridegroom^ and the praises of the bride. The 
bridegroom is praised ffr the comeliness of his 
person and the urba«ij^ -df :^is address — for his 
military 'exploits — for the extent of his conquests 
• — for the upright administration of his govern- 
menft^^for the •magnificence of his cohrt. The 
bride is celebrated for her high birth— for the 
beauty of h^r person, the richness of her dress^ 
and h«f numerous trajn of blooming bridemaifis. 
It is foretold that, the marriage will be fruitful^ 
and that the sons, of th^ great king will be sove- 
reigns of the whole earth. In this general struc- 
ture^ of the poeiPi, we find nothing but the com-* 
mon topics and the pommon arrangement of 
every wedding-spqg : And were it not that it is 
comedown to us in the authentic collection of 
the sacred hymns of the Hebrew church, and, 
that some particular expressions are found in itji 
which, with all the allowance that can b? mad^^ 
for the hyperbolisms pf the oriental sty 1^ (of 
which, of late years, we have been accustomed 
to hear more than i^ true, as applie4 to the sacred 
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writers ), are not easily appUc4fa4e M tli# partM$»/ 
eyen in a royal roarriage^-^^trere It iMt £$tr Mtb* 
ezpres&iods which oceiir^ and ibr iAd Mtorieusr 
circumstaQce that it bad s distinguished p^%e in 
the canon of the Hebrei^ geriptiwesy tif«' 4ieilld' 
not be led to divine^ from- Bvty thing in tbe^ gene^ 
ral structure of the poem^ tbat thift psajknhad 
ir^rence to any religious sutigcM.^**^ Baft 't^hen 
<we connect these cirouffi^tances' Avith i^notlier/ 
which cannot have escaped the obserration* of 
Ruy reader of the Bible^ that the -relatibn' bet ween 
the Saviour and his church is represeAted in 'ttfe 
writings both* of the 'Old and New Testament 
under the image of the relation of a husband to 
his wife^ — that it is a favourite image with all 
the ancient prophets, when they would* set forth 
the lovingkindness of .God for the chttr(^h> br Hie 
church's dutiful return of love to hmi j: while, 
on the contrary^ the idolatry of the church, in 
her apostaeiesj is represented ^s the adultery of a 
married woman^ — that this image has been con- 
secrated to this signification by our Lord's own 
use of it^ who describes God in the act of settling 
the church in her final state of peace and periee- 
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tjon, as a king m^kiog a marriage for his son ;-^ 
the coiyecture (hat ^ill natprally arise upon the 
vecoHecjtioa of these cirquoistances will be^ that 
this ^ithaUmiifoi^ preserved among the sapred 
writings of the ^npieot Jewish churchy celebrates 
no comnyQa marriage^ but the greitt mjstit^l 
^e4d|ng^*-^that Christ is the bridegroom^ and 
the spouse his church. jh\d this was the unani- 
mous opinion of i^U aptiquity^ without exceptiou 
even of the Jewish e:ipositors : For although^ 
with the veil Qf ignors^ncp and pirqJMdice upon 
%\iW uoid^|r|tandings gnd |heir hearty tliey dis- 
^rn pot the completion of this or of any of their 
prophecies in the Son of Marjj yet thej all allow^ 
fhat this is one of the propheciesj which relate to 
fhe Messiah and Messiah *8 people ; and none of 
them ever dreamed of i^n application of it to the 
marriage of i^ny earthly prjnce. 

It is the oiore ejLtraordipary> |bat (bf^re should 
Jiave arisaa in the Christis^n chur(:li^ 1° l&ter ages^ 
expository of great name; and authoritj|r^ and Iut 
deed of great learning, who have maintaine4 
that the immediate subject of the psalm is th^ 
li^rriage of Solouipn with Pharapl^'s d^qghtgr \ 
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&iid i!an discoyer only a distant reference to Cnriii 
and the churchy as typified bj tbe Jewish kingf 
and his Egyptian bride. This ef position^ tod 
absurd and gross for Jewish blindness^ contrary 
to tbe unanimous sense of the fathers of the ear- 
liest ages^ ilnfdftunately gained credit^ in a latcf 
age^ in the reformed churches^ upon tbe autho- 
rity of Calvin ; insotncich; that in an English 
translation of the Bible^ lArhich god ^nder the! 
name of Que^n EliiiabetK^s Bible,, beciluse it was 
in common use in private familicis in her reign, 
we have this argument ^refiied io tbe psalm: 
'"^ Tbe majestic of j^olooloni his bonouf, strength, 
beauty, riches, and power, are praised I and also 
his marriage with the ^Egyptian, being an hea- 
then woman, is bled^ed/' It is aidded indeed, 
'^ Under this figure, the wonderfuU niajestie and 
increase of the kingdoni of Christ; arid his church 
now taken of tbe Gi^entiles; is described. *' — Now 
the account of this mattef is this; This Englisb 
translation of the Bible, which is, indeed, upod 
the whole, a very good due; arid furnished with 
Tery edifying notes And illiidtrations (except thaf 
in many points they savour too much of Calvin* 
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ism):, ^vas Kpade and Gist published at Geneya^ by 
the English Protestants who fled thither from 
Mary's persecution. During their residence 
tbere^ tl^ej contracted a veneration for the ch^-^ 
racter p;f Calvin, — which was no more than wa» 
due to his greaJ: pietj and his, great learning; 
but thej unfortunately contracted also a venera* 
tk)n for his opinions, — a veneration mqre than 
was due to the opinions of any uninspired teacher. 
Tlie bad effects of this unreasonable parti^^lity 
the church of England feels, in same points, ta 
the present day ; and this false notion, which they 
who were led away with it circulated among the 
people of this country, of the true subject of 
this psalm, in the argument which they presumed 
to prefix to it^ is: one instance of this calamitous 
consequence. 

Calyin was undoubtedly a good man, and a 
great divine ; but, with all hi» great talents and 
his great learning, he was, by his want of taste> 
and by the poverty of his imagination, a roost 
wretched expositor of the prophecies, — just as ho 
would have been a wretched expositor of any se« 
€ular poet. H^ had no sense of the beauties and 
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ko Understanding of the imagery of poetry t — ^nA 
the far greater part of the prophetical writings^ 
and all the* psalms without exception^ are poeti^ 
cal. And there is no stronger instance of his in*^ 
ability in this branch of sacred criticism than hii 
notion of this psalm. *' It is certain^" he ba^ 
the arrogance to say^ with all antiquity^ Jewish 
and Christian, in opposition to him^ '' it is cer- 
tain^ that this psalm was cofnposed concerning 
Solomon. Vet the subject is not dalliance ; but; 
under the figure of Solomon, the holy conjunc-* 
tion of Christ with bis church is propoiltoded td 
us.'* 

It is most certain, that, in the prophetical book 
of the Song of Solomon, the union 6f Christ and 
hid church is described in images taken entirely 
from the mutual passion and early loves of Solo-* 
mon and his Egyptian bride; And this perhaps 
might be the ground of Csil vin's error : He might 
imagine, that this psalm ^as another shorter poeni 
upon the same subject, and of the same cast. 
But no two compositions can be more unlike 
than the Song of Solomon and this forty-fifth 
(isaln). Read the Song of Solomon, you will 
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find tbe Hebrew king, if yon know atij' thing of 
his history^ produced indeed as the emblem of a 
greater personagej but you will find him in every, 
page. Read the forty^fifth psalm^ and tell me if 
you can anywhere find King Solomon ? We find, 
indeed, passages which may be applicable to So- 
lomon, but not more applicable to bim than to 
many other terthly kings,«*-such as comeliness of 
person and urbanity of address, mentioned in the 
second T^rse, These might be qualities, for any 
thing ibait we know to the contrary, belonging to 
Solomon j--*i say, for any thing that we know to 
th<e Contrary ; for in these particulars the sacred 
history gives no information : We read of Solo^ 
mon's learning, and of his wisdom, and of the ad- 
mirable sagacity and integrity of his. judicial de- 
cisions; but we read not at all, as far as i recol- 
lect, of the extraordinary comeliness of his^p^rsott/ 
or the afiability of bis spedch : And if he posses- 
sed these qualities, they are no more than other 
mooarchs have possessed in a degree not to' be 
surpassed by Solomon. Splendour and stateli- 
ness of dress, twice mentioned in this psalm, were 
not peculiar to Solomon, but belong to every 
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^eat and opulent monarch. Other circumstan- 
ces might be mentioned^ applicable indeed to So- 
lomon^ but no otherwise than as generally appli- 
4^able to every king. But the circumstances 
ivhich are characteristic of the king who is the 
hero of this poem are every one of them utterly in- 
applicable td Solomon ; insomuch that not one of 
them can be ascribed to him^ without contradict- 
ing the history of his reign. The hero of this 
poem is a warrior^ who girds his sword upon his . 
thigh^ rides in pursuit of flying foes, makes ha- 
"Tdc amorig them with bi9 sharp arrows; and reigns 
at last by conquest over his ranquished cinemies. 
Now Solomon was no warrior; he enjoyed a 
long reign of forty yesiH of uninterrupted peace* 
He retained^ inde^; the sovereignty of the coun- 
tries which his father had conijuered ; bitt he made ' 
no Hew conquests of bis own. '' He had domi- 
nion over all the region ^est of the Euphrates ; 
over all the kings on this side of the river (they 
were bis vassals) ; and he had peace on all sidetf 
round about him. And Judah and Israd dwelt 
safely^ every man under his vine and under his 
fig-tree> from Dan even to Beersheba, ail tbef 
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dajs of Solomoo*'" If Solomon ever gircted ^ 
sword upon his thigh^ it mast have been merely 
for state ; if he had a quiver of sharp arrows^ he 
could have h&d no use for them bat in hunting. 
We read, indeed, that Jehovah, offended at th6 
idolatries of Solomon in his old age, stirred up an 
adversary unto Solomon in Hadad the Edomite^ 
aUrd aaadtker in Rezon the Syrian, and a third in 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat. But though Hadad 
and Rezon bore Solomon and his people a grudge^- 
there is no reason to suppose that the enmity of 
either broke out into acts of open ho6tility> du- 
ring Solomon's life at least, — certainly into none 
of such importance as to engage the old monarcb 
in a war with either. The contrary is evident 
from two circumstances. The first, that the re- 
turn of Hadad into his country from Egypt ^as' 
early in the reign of Solomon ; for he returned kw 
soon as he heard that David and Joab were both 
dead. And if this Edomite had provoked a war 
in so early a period of Solomon's reign, the sa- 
cred history could not have spoken id the t^rms 
in which it speaks of the uninterrupted peace 
which Israel enjoyed all the days of Solomon. 
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Tbe second circumstance is this. In that portioi 
of the history which mentions these adrersaries^ 
it is said of the third adversary^ Jeroboam, 
*^ that he lifted up his hand against the king ; '* 
and yet it is certain, that Jeroboam never lifted 
up his hand till Solomon himself was in his grave. 
Solomon was jealous of Jeroboam, as the person . 
marked by the prophet Ahijah as the future king 
of one branch of the divided kingdom, ^' and 
sought to kill him. '" Jeroboam thereupon fled 
into Egypt, and remained there till the death of* 
Solomon. And this makes it probable of the 
two foreign adversaries, that whatever hatred 
might be rankling in their hearts^ they awaited 
for Solomon's death, before they proceeded to 
<^eH hostilities. But, however that might be, it 
ts most certain that the character of a warrior 
and a conqueror never less belonged to any roo-* 
narch than to Solomoii. 

Another Circumstance of distinction in the 
great personage celebrated in this psalm is his 
love of righteousness and hatred of wickedness* 
The original expresses that he had set his heart 
upon righteousness, and bore an antipathy to 
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wickedness. His love of righteousness and m* 
tred of wickedness had been so much the ruling 
principles of his whole conduct^ that for this he 
was advanced to a condition of the highest bliss; 
and endless perpetuity was promised to his king* 
dom. The word we render '' righteotisness " in itsr 
strict and proper meanibg signifies ''justice/' or 
the constant and perpetual ob^rvance of the na- 
tural distinctions of right and wrong in civil so- 
ciety ; and principally with resfpect to property 
in priyate persons^ and^ in a magistrate or sove- 
reign^ in the impartial exercisd of judicial autho- 
rity. But the word we render ^' wickedneifs *' de- 
notes not only '^ injustice^,'* but whatever is con- 
trary to moral purity in the indulgence of the ap- 
petitcfs of the individual^ and vrhatever is contrary 
to a principle of true piety towards God. Now the 
, word ^'righteousness " being here oppo^sed to this 
wickedness^ must certaidly be taketa as generally 
as the word to which it is opposed in a contrary 
signification. It must signify^ therefore^ not 
merely ^'justice/' in the sense We have explained; 
but purity of private manners^ and piety toward* 
Crod, Now Solomon was certainly upon the' 
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Vfhole a good king^ nor was he without pietj ; 
but his lore of righteouiiness^ in the large sense 
in which we have shown the word is to be taken, 
and bis antipathy to the contrary^ fell verj far 
short of what the psalmist ascribes to his great 
king, and procured for him no such stability of 
his monarchy. Solomon, whatever might be the 
general worth and virtue of his character, had no 
such predominant attachment to righteousness 
nor^ntipathy to wickedness, in the large sense in 
which the words are taken by the psalmist, but 
that his loye for the one and bis hatred of the 
other were overpowered by his doating fondness 
for many of his seven hundred wives, who had so 
much influence with him in his later years; |;hat 
they turned away his heart to other gods, and 
prevailed upon the aged king to erect temples to 
their idols^ 

Another circumstance wholly inapplicable to 
Solomon is the numerous progeny of sons, the 
issue of the marriage, all of whom were to be 
made princes over all the earth* Solomon had 
but one son, that we read of, that ever came to be 
|l kipg — his son and successor Rehoboam ; ands^ 
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far was l^from h6iug a prince over allthe earth, 
that be was no spojier seated on the throne ithan 
he lost the greater part of bis father's kingdom. 

U^on the whocle> therefore, it appeals^ that in 
the character ^hich the. psalmist draws of ilk 
king whose marriage is the occaaioD and the sub- 
ject of this sottg^ some things are so general as 
in a certain sense to be applucafale:to. any great 
Ling, affable or of histbi^y^ of awsient 4ar of ino« 
dern times : And dbese thicks are indeed appli<* 
cable to Solomon, because- be ^>Has.a.great king ; 
but for no other reason.: They are .170 (otherwise 
applicable to bhn tbani to King Pruim m Aga« 
memnon, to King fTar^uib or King Tierod, to a 
king of Persia or: a king of JB^ypty a king of 
Jewry or a king oi Bngland.' Butthose.cdrcum- 
stances of the descciption which ace properly 
characteristic are evidently appropriate to some 
piirticular king, — not coiHfiion to any and to alh 
Every one of these circumstances, in the psalm- 
ist's description of his king, positively occlude 
King Solomon ; being manifestly contradictory 
to the history of bis reign, inconsistent with the 
t^nor of his private life^ and not verified in the 
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fortuoes of his family. There are^ agaio^ other 
cirQUip»ti^nce6> wbicb ^lecidy exclod^ every earth-- 
ly king,-r*#uch w the aiilutation of the king by 
tJn^titl^ of God^ in « mfliuier io which that titlo 
never; ;i£^ applied. < to any created being; and tlie 
promise of the endless perpetuity of his kingdom. 
At the same time, every particular of the descrip- 
tion, interpreted according to the usual and esta- 
blished significance of the figured style of pro- 
phecy, is applicable to and expressive of some 
circumstance in the mystical union betwixt Christ 
and his church. A greater, therefore, than So- 
lomon is here; and this I shall .show more par- 
ticularly in the sequel. It is certain, therefore, 
that this mystical wedding is the sole subject of 
this psalm, without any reference to the marriage 
of Solomon, or any other earthly monarch, as a 
type. And it was with great good judgment^ 
that upon the revision of our English Bible, in 
ihe reign of James the First, the Calvinistic ar- 
gument of this psalm, as it stood in Queen Eli- 
zabeth's Bible, was expunged, and that other 
substituted which we now read in our Bible of 
the larger size, ip these words : '' The majesty 
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and grace of Christ's kingdom ; the datj^ of the 
churchy and the benefits thereof; *' — which indeed 
contain a most exact summary of the whole doc- 
trine of the psalm. And the particulars of this 
|t is my intention in future discoprses to ejtpound. 
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SfeRMON vi: 



PSALM Zlv. 1 • 

^^ I speak of the things which I have made touching the 
King,". or " unto the King.'' 

Xn my last discourse in this place^ I undertook 
to show^ that the subject of this psalm ( whicfai 
in its compositiooj is evidently in the form of an 
epitbalamium or a marriage-song) is the con- 
nexion between Christ and his churchy repre- 
sented here^ as in Other parts of Scripture^ under 
the emblem of a marriage. I undertook to show^ 
that this is the immediate and single- subject of 
the psalmi in the first intention of the authori 
without any reference to the marriage of Solomon 
or any earthly monarch as a type. Hut as thi8> 
which was the unanimous opinion of all anti- 
quity^ has been brought into some degree of 
doubts by the Credit which a contrary opinion 
obtained among Protestants at the beginning ot 

^ TOL. 1. Ci 
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the Reformation, upon the authority of so great 
a man as Calvin, I thought proper to argue the 
matter in some detail ; and to shaw, by the par- 
ticulars of the character of the psalmist's king,^ 
that Solomon more especially, but in truth every 
earthly monarch, is excluded. I might otherwise 
have drawn my conclusion at once, from that 
portion of the first verse which I chose for wy 
text : '^ I speak of the things which I have made 
toudhing the King,'* ©r '^ unto the Ring ; " or^ 
as the iorigmal might be ^\t more exactly ven- 
Aered, '' I aildf es^ tny perferraaflce to the King. '* 
It is a remark, and « very just remark, of the 
^wisli expositors, — smA it carries the more weight 
because it koines from Jews,^ wfco, by ^ir pre- 
judices against the Christian name, might have; 
tfaougbt themselves interested to keep out of sight 
a principle so serviceable to the Christian scheme- 
•f mterpretati6n,*~but it is their remark, und^ 
their principle, that t*ie appeHation of ''the 
Slag,*' in the book of Psalms, is an appropriate 
title of the Messiah ; inscmnich, that vrherever it 
occurs, except the contest directs it to some spe- 
cial jneaniag,., you are to think d( ao earthly king,. 
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ijlit of the king Messinb. % tlie Admissidtij 
therefore^ of these Jewish commeQtaAors^ ike 
Messiah is the immedbte subject of this psalm; 
My aaxietj to settle the question of the imine-^ 
diate siilyect of this psulm was for the saJce of 
the greater evidence and perspicuitjr of the expo-« 
sitioo of the whole^ Terse bj Terse^ whi€h I anl 
tio>^ about to deliver : For without u right com-' 
prehension of the general sulyect^ it will be im-^ 
possible that the parts should be understood; 
and yet this psaW is p^haps one of the most im- 
portant to be well understood> in all its parts^ of 
aoj in the whole collection. Farther to settle 
this point of th^ general subject of the psalm, I 
must observe, and desire you to bear it in remem- 
brance, that in the prophecies of the Old Testa*' 
meat which set forth the union between the Re« 
deem^ luad his church, under the figure of the 
itate of wedlock^ we read of two celebrations of 
that mystical weddings at very different and dis^' 
tant seasons ; or, to be more distinct and parti- 
cular, we read of a marriage— a separation, on 
account of the wobian^s incontinence, i. e. on ac« 
tioont of h^ idolatry— «id/ih theead, of a remat^« 
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iiuge vfith the \roinan reclaimed and p^rdoned^/ 
The ori^nal marriage was contracted with the' 
Hebrew churchy by the institution of the Mosaic 
covenant^ at the time of the Exodus ; as we are 
taught expressly by the prophets Jeremiah and 
EzekieL The separation was the dispersion of 
the Jewish nation by the Romans^ when they 
w«re reduced to that miserable state in which to 
this day they remain^ — their city laid in ruins^ 
their temple demolished and burnt^ and the 
forsis of the Mosaic worship abolished. Then 
it was that the sceptre of ecclesiastical sway ( for 
that is the sceptre meant in Jacob's famous pro- 
phecy) departed from Judah. The Jews were 
no lotiger the depositaries of ihe laws and oracled 
of God ; they were no longer to take the lead in 
matters of religion and worship ; and the govern- 
ment even of the Christian church of Jerusalem 
remained but for a very short time after this in 
the hands of a bishop of the circumcision : So 
strictly was the prophecy fulfilled of the depar- 
ture of the ecclesiastical sceptre from Judah^ the 
only remnant then visibly extant in the world oi 
th^ Jewish nation. It is the same event whicb 
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is predicted in many other prophecies as the eX'^ 
pukion of the incdntinenA wife from the husband's 
house. Her expulsion^ however^ wais to be but 
temporary^ though of long duration : It was a 
Mparation; as we should iay in niodera language, 
from bed and boards — aol an absolute dit^orce^ 
4uch as^ by the principleB of the Mosaic law 
( which in this point, hdweter^ was not perfectly 
consistent with the. original dmne law of mar*- 
riage)> set the w^man at liberty to unite herself 
to. aoodier man^ and^ in that event, prohibited 
her return to her first husbai|d. On ibe €OOr 
trary> the same prophecies that tbrealeoed the 
.expulsion maintain the continuance of the hus- 
band's property in the separated womau^ and 
promise a reconciliation and final reinstatement 
of her in her husband's favour. '^ Where is this 
bill of your mother's divorcement ? " saith the 
prophet Isaiah. The question implies a denial 
that any such instrument existed. And in a sub- 
sequent part of his prophecies^ he expressly an- 
nounces the reconciliation. " Blush uot^ " saith 
the Redeemer to the pardoned wife ; '^ for thou 
shalt not be brought to reproach ; for thou shalt 
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I»rg9t the shame of thj ymxtix^ and tbe reproach 
f^f tby deserted state Aim diaU no more jreanem*- 
lieir. For tl^ Maker is . thy husband ; Jehovah 
of Hosts is his name ; and be vrbo claims thee is 
Uie Holj One of Israel* As a woman fc^sakeo 
nod deeply afllidtedy JdioTab Jiath recalled thee ; 
imd as a wife wedded in jouHj, but aCterwasds 
rejected, saiA thy Ood. For a small moment 
have I forsaJBcn thee; but with great mercies 
Will I receive tfkee agisn/' The reconciliation 
is to be made publielyj by a repetition of the 
oopttal ceremonies. 80 we learn from the latter 
part of the Apocalypse. After Christ's final vic- 
tory over the apostate faction^ proclamation is 
made, by a voice issuing from the throne^— *-'^ The; 
marriage of the Lamb is come^ and his wife hath 
made herself ready. " i. e. hath prepared herself^ 
1^ penitence atid reformation^ to be reunited to 
him. And one of the seven angels calls to St 
John — '^ Come hither^ and \ will show thee Ihe^ 
Lamb*s wife/* Then he shows him " the holy 
Jerusalem/' t. t. the church of the converted 
Jews. These nuptials therefore of the Lamb are 
not, as some have imagined, a marriage wfth a 



Digitized by 



Google 



101 

«eoMd wiir^ m ChmiiUi oiMire)i> tdbM n^ tiba 
pkce of tiie Jewiib, iireiroeaibljr dMduded : Nk 
9t»ch ides of an abMlufe 4lv«rcte m to b« fomil 
ia prophecy. But it'is a p«biie r«citoeilialidii 
wttb the of^t^nal wii^ Ae Nbbiew ttliliMkai be- 
come the mathev chufdi of GhritlBviAoHij qt(i^ 
fie d hf the eeretnooy of a ranariiagej: fbi^ to m 
odrar than Ae tfeedaetidi Htbitew ohuRcli ber 
loag« m pirophecjr the aitigiiBt thara«ter of the 
Queen Gtesert. The season of this reaewed 
nmrriage is the seeond adYesA, when the tie.w eec* 
▼emAt will he established mik die natural Israd ; 
and it is this lemarriage which is the poroper Sttb<^ 
ject ef this psalm. 

And this again I might have cooetuded^ ae* 
cording to the prineiplesr of the Jewish espesi* 
tors^ from my text ; whfeh# by the single' word 
'^ the King, " diredto th^ afipUeiittDn of this^ paalm 
to Christ in his hingly character. Christy inr 
deed; already eieroises his regal offi<;ejt in bis catre 
mod gover nmeat of bis church ; biH the second 
advent is the season whM his g^lory and dat^sl^ 
will be openly manifested to the whole world, 
and the Jews visibly reinstated in bis fa vout. The 
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immedutte impulse and sff^gesliioii tf tke Holy 
^irit : Tha« ^Imt will fall, bo^^ever, in that 
Hiamier from bis tongue, for tlie coherence and 
inip<>rtanee of the matter, for the correct pro* 
priety of the eKp^essioti, aad for the orderly ar* 
rangement of the parfe^ ^\\l m no degree £iit abort 
of the most kboored productioii^ of the peb of 
any writeir, the be^t prepared by previMfs study 
of hi« ni^ject ; iimfttnucb a« the Sjvti it of <Stod 
inspires tm thoughts iind prompts bis uttenmce. 

After Ibis brief pieikce, deelaring that bis sub* 
jeict ii^^'Messifth, ebiefly in bi^ kingly character, 
— that be cannot eontain the thoughts which ar^ 
rising in bis mind^ — that be speaks not from him* 
self, or from previotis study, Imt from inspiration 
at the moment, — ^be phmges at once into tbe sub- 
ject be biid propoonded; addressing the King 
Messiah as if he were aef ually steniing in tbe 
royal presence. And in this same strain, indeed, 
the whole song proceeds ; as referring to & scene 
present to the prophet's eye, or to tilings which 
be saw doing. 

This scene consists of three principal parts, re- 
lating to three grand diyisions of tbe whole in- 



Digitized by 



Google 



107 

larval of tisieArom our Lord's first appearance 
in the flesh to the final trtuniph of the churchy 
upon his second advtot. And the psalm oiajr be 
divided into as many sectiniiB, in which the events 
of these periods are describttd in tkek proper 
order. 

The first section^ coaststing only of the second 
f erse^ describes our l^ord on earth in the days of 
his humiliation. The five following verses make 
the second section^ and describe the sucoessfiil 
propagation of the gospel^ and oor Lord's vie* 
tory over all his enemies. This tompvebends the 
iK^hok period from our Lord's aiBoension to the 
time not yet arrived of the fulftlliag of the Gen- 
tiles. The sequel of the psalm^ from the end of 
the seventh verse^ exhibits the retnwi^iagej — that 
is^ the restoration of the oonvepted Jaws to the 
religious prerogattTO of their nation. 

The second verse, describing oar Lord in the 
days of bis humitiatioii^ >Diaj^ seem perhaps to 
relate merely to his persoo> and the manner of 
his address. 

'' Thou art £»irer tlian the childreoi of men ; *' 
riilher. 
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'^ Thott art adorned with beauty bgrond the 
sons of men ; 

'^ Grace is poured upon thy lips ; 

'^ Therefore God bath blessed thee fwrever." 

We have no account in the gospels of our Sa* 
viour's person. Some writers of an early age 
(but none so early as to have seen him) 'speak of 
it as wanting dignity^ and of his physiognomy as 
unpleasing. It would be dilBScuIt^ I believe^. to 
find any better foundation for this strange notion 
than an injudicious interpretation of certain pro- 
pheciesj in a literal meanings which represent the 
humiliation which the Son of God was to under- 
go, by clothing his divinity with flesh, in images 
taken from personal deformity. But, from what 
is recorded in the gospels, of the ease with which 
our Saviour mixed in what in the modern style 
we should call good company, — of the respectful 
attention shown to him, beyond any thing his re- 
puted birth or fortune might demand, — and the 
manner in which hi^ discourses, either of severe 
reproof or gentle admonition, were received,— 
we may reasonably conclude, that he had a dig- 
pity of exterior appearance remarkably porr^- 
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Spdnding with that authority of speech which 
upoa some occasions impressed eyen his enemies 
trith a\?e^ and with that dignified mildness which 
seems to have been his more natural and usual 
tone, and drew the applause and admiration of 
all who heard him. '' Never man spake like 
this man^ " was the confession of his enemies ; 
and^ upon his first appearance in the synagogue 
at Nazareth, when he had finished his expogition 
of a certain text of Isaiah^ which he applied to 
himself, '^ All bare him witness^ and wondered 
at the gracious words which proceeded out of 
his mouth/' Thus^ without knowing it^ the 
congregation attested the completion of this pro- 
phecy of the psalmist, in one branch of it> — in the 
'' grace" which literally, it seems^ ^' was pour* 
ed upon his lips/' But certainly it must have 
been something externally striking — something 
answering to the text of the psalmist in the for- 
mer branch, ^' Adorned with beauty beyond the 
sons of men, '' whicb^ upop the same occasion^ be- 
fore his di^Ciourse began, — ^^t must have been 
i^omethiDg, I Bay, prepossessing in his features^ 
and something of dignity in person^ whieh, while 
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he xtaa( yet silent^ fastened the eyes of all thstt 
were in the synagogue upon him/' — that is> upon 
the village carpenter's reputed son i for in no 
higher character he yet was knewn. We may 
conclude^ therefore^ that this prophetic text had 
a completion^ in the literal and superficial sense 
of the wordsy in both its branche8,-^in the beauty 
of our Sayiour's persony no less than in the gra-^ 
ciousness of his speech. 

External feature^ however, is generally the im* 
pression of the mind upon the body^ and word? 
are but the echo of the thoughts ; and, in pro^ 
phecy, more is usually meant than meets the ear 
in the first sound and most obvious sense of the 
terms employed. Beauty and grace of speech 
are certainly used in this text as figures of much 
higher qualities, which were conspicuous in our 
Lord, and in him atone of ait tl^ sons of menr. 
That image of God in wfatcb Adam was createdr 
in our Lord appeared perfeet and entire^ — in the 
unspotted innoceney of his life, the sanctity ef 
his manners, and his perfect obedwRce to Ae 
taw of God, — in tiie vast po^^rs of his miud, in^ 
tellectua^ and iJaoraV; itrietlectoal/ in his com^ 
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prehenstoo of all knowledge; mortlj &i bii 
power of resisting all the allurements of vke^ 
and of encountering all the dilGculttes of Ttrtiie 
and religion^ despising hardship a^d shame, en-* 
during pain and death. Thia was the beaut/ 
with which be was adoroed beyond the sons of 
men. In him^ the beauty of the Divine image 
was refulgent in its o^riginal perfection ; in all 
the sons of Adam^ obscured and marred, in a de- 
gree to be scarce discernible, — the will deprayedy 
the imaginatioa debauched, the reaaou weak, the 
passions ranipant. This deformity is aot exter«« 
nally visible, nor the spiritual beauty which it 
its opposite ; bpt, could the eye be turned upon 
the internal man, we should see the hideous shape 
of a will at enmity with God-^a heart disregard-* 
iflg hi^ law, iasensible of his goodness, fearless 
of his wrath,^ swelling with the passions of ambi-- 
tion, af^affice, vain-glory, lust. Yet this is tiie 
picteieof iihe unregenerated man, by tlie depravi- 
ty ccniseqneiii upon the fall^ born in iaiqaity and 
conceived' in sin. €hi;ist, on the contrary, by die 
aiy«terJ0a& aianner of hi^s conception, was boror 
without apot of ain ^ he grew up asid lived full 
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and spirit. With this beauty be was '^ adorned 
beyond tbe sons of men/' 

Again^ the graceftilneiis of bis speech is put 
figuratively for the perfectioui sublimity, excel-^ 
lence, and sweetness^ of the doctrine he delivered ; 
— a doctrine^ in truths ihtrinsically perfect ; sub- 
lime^ as being far above the discovery of hu- 
man wisdom i excellent^ by its salutary effects 
attd operation upon men, raising their minds to 
the knovirledge of the true God, — to a knowledge' 
of his nature, as far as a nature so distinct from 
matter, so remote from sense, so transcending 
reason, can be made intelligible to man, united 
to matter, perceiving by sense what immediately 
surrounds him, but contemplating only at a dis- 
tance the objects of pure intellect ,' — a doctrine 
sweeter to the regenerate soul than honey and the 
honey-cotnb to the palate, by the disclosure of 
the great scheme of redemption in all its branches 
•^the incarnation of the Son of Man — the atone* 
ment for sin by his death-— the efficacy of his in-^ 
tercession — the constant isupply of succour front 
the Holy Spirit. This dbctrine, cherithing the^ 
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qpn^itfii coDfLoliiig tbe afflicted^ banishing -de- 
«pf^ir^ raiftiog the fellen, justifying sinners^ giving 
l|f(9 to the dM^i — \^ a wotd, the glad tidings of 
salvatioBj — ^th^B is the gra^e which is poured 
oyer the Jiipf pf tbe Son of God. 

It is to he q|»served^ that the happiness and 
glpry to which the hiimau nature is advanced id 
the persQu of Jesiis^ the man united to the God- 
head^ and now seated with the Father on his 
throne^ is always represented in holy writ as the 
reward of that man's obedience. In codformity 
with this potioiij the ppalmist sayi-*T-^' Therefore/' 
-^for this reason^ in reward of the holiness per- 
fected in thy own lifej and thy gracious iostruo- 
tion of Sidneys in the ways of righteoviness^ 
^' Gq4 hath blesfied the^ fpr ever^" — hath raised 
thee from the dead, and ad^aneed thee to endleas 
hliss an4 gl0ry. 

Thu9 the psalmist closes his bifief description 
of our Lord on ^atrth^ in the dayi qf his humilia- 
tion, with the mention, equally briefs but equally 
tomprehenavei of the exaltation in which it ter- 
minated. 

VOL. I. H 
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He proceeds to the. second great period in tim 
divine history of Christianity, the successful pro- 
pagation of the gospel, and our Lord's final vic- 
tory over all his adversaries,— a work gradually 
accomplished, and occupying the vi^bole interval 
of time from his ascension, to the epoch, not yet 
arrived, of the fulness of the Gentiles coming in«. 

From the commendation of the comeliness of 
the King's person, and the graciousness of hts 
speech, the psalmist, in the same figurative style, 
passes to the topic of his prowess as a warrior, 
under which character our Lord is perpetually 
described in the prophecies. *The enemies he 
had to engage are the wicked passions of men, 
the Devil in his wiles and machinations, and the 
persecuting powers of the world. The warfare 
is continued through the whole of the period I 
have mentioned ; commencing ypon our Lord's ' 
ascension, at which time he is represented, in the 
Revelations, as going forth upon a '' white horse, 
with a crown* upon his head and a bow in his 
hand, conquering and to conquer." The psalmist, 
in imagery almost the same, accosts him as a war- 
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like p^rince preparing to take the fields — describe 
his weapons, and the magnificence of his armourj 
and promises him ytctory and universal dominion. 

3. ^' Grird thy sword upon thy thigh, 

'^ O Most Mighty ! with thy glory and thy 
majesty/* 

This Terse, I fear, must be but ill understood 
by the English reader. The words '^ O Most 
Mighiy ! " very weakly render the origiiial, which 
is a single word, one of the titles of Christ, in ii^ 
literal sense expressive of might and valour. But 
the great difficulty which, in my apprehension, 
must perplex the English reader^ lies in the ex- 
hortation to gird on glory and majesty togethel: 
with the sword. The things have no obvious 
connexion i and how are majesty and glory, in 
any sense which the words may bear in our lan- 
guage, to be girt on upon the person ?•— Tbfe 
truth is, that in the Hebrew language these words 
have a great variety and latitude of nieaning ; and 
either these very words, or their synonymes, are 
usied in other places fot splendid dfess and for 
robes of state; and being things to be girt on, 
they must here denote some part of the warrior's 
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dress. They signify such sort of armouf^ of 
costly materials aad exquisite workmanship^ as 
wars worn by the greatest generals, and by kings 
when they led their armies in person; and was 
contrived for ornament as well as safety. The 
whole verse might be intelligibly and yet faith- 
fully rendered in these words : 

*^ Warrior ! gird thy sword upon thy thigh ; 

'^ Buckle on thy refulgent daza^ling armour.'^ 
The psalmist goes on. 

4. ^^ Take aim,, be prosperous, pursue, 

^^In the cause of truth, humility, and 
^ righteousness;" 
that is, take aim with thy bow and arrow at the 
enemy ; be prosperous or successful in the aim 
taken ; ride on ia pursuit of the flying foe, in ' 
the cause of religious truth, evangelical humi- 
lity, and righteousness. 

^^ And thy right hand shall teach thee terrible 
things ; '' 
rather^ 

'^ And thy own right hand thall show thee 
wonderful things.'* 
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Id time Itat woffda^ theSAyii^ur^ effocting evefy 
ddb^ bj bif own poiter^ is r epfesetitod tfnder Use 
iillage 0ff a gi^t c)ui«i|^ioft in the fields /vr)K> is 
{HMoofited b jT his own eoumgfej tnd.a rdianee on 
his own strength and skilly to attempt what might 
seem impracticable ; singly to attack whole squa- 
drons of the enemy, — to cut bis way through 
their embattled troops^— to scale their ramparts 
and their wallsj-— and at last achieves what seems 
a wonder to himself^ when the fray is over, when 
he is at leisure to survey the bulwarks he has 
demolished^ and the many carcasses his single 
arm has stretched upon the plain. Such great 
things he will be able to effect ; for 

5, '' Thine arrows/' saith the psalmist, ^^ are 
very sharp 
'' In the heart of the King's enemies ; 
'' Insomuch that peoples fall under thee/' 

To open the true spiritual meaning of all this 
high-wrought imagery, will be ample matter for 
another discourse. I shall close, therefore, for 
the present, with this preliminary observation, as 
the fundamental principle of the interpretation 
which by God's assistance I shall give. That the 
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war in whicb tbe Saviour is engaged is very dif- 
ferent from the wars which t^e princes of this 
world wage upon one another : It is not finr the 
destruction o^ the lives of men^ but for tk^ prs^ 
servatiofi of their souls. 
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SERMON VII. 



PSALM Xlv. 1. 



^ I speak of the tbiMgd which I have ihade touching the 
King," or " unto the King.'» 

J[n my last disca^iirse, I proceeded so far in my 
exposition of this mystic marriage-'song as to enter 
upon i^bat I reckon the second section of the whole 
psalm ; consisting of five verses^ from the third 
to the seventh^ both inclusife ; in which^ under 
images taken from military exploits^ the success- 
ful propagation of the gospel is described^ through 
the whole of that period which commenced at 
our Lord's ascension^ and will terminate with the 
triumphs of the church at his second advent. 

From the commendation of the comeliness of 
the King's person^ and the graciousness of his 
speech (which in the second verse are put figu- 
r^tively for the perfect innocence and sanctity of 
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pur Lord's life on earthy and the sweetness of bis 
gracious doctrine of pardon^ peace^ and justifica- 
tion )« the psalmist^ persevering in the same figu- 
rative strain^ passes to Ibe topie of his rojal 
bridegroom's military prowess. He accosts the 
King as a warlike prince^ preparing to take the 
fields — describes his weaj^oti^^ and the magnifi- 
cence of his armour^— and prpimses him victory 
and universal dominion. 

I shall now endeavour to open and explain to 
you^ with God's MftlttaliG^; Hngrt^uie spil^itildl 
meaning of all this faigh-vttotight iol^ety. B«lt 
first I must repeat^ w$fi^ wmt elAMgeinent and 
explanatioti^ ds the fittidAmeiitat pfimii^le of the 
interpretation lini alHOut txy give, the obs^Mttdti 
with which I closed bay last discdursi^^^^-^MilBuii^ly^ 
that the vrar in whith the ps&hnist tt^t^tMHiB t^ 
Saviour as enghged is very dilfereM fi*dm the 
vrars which the print^es of this world wage wilh 
one another : It is not fo^ the ddstrncf^oti of the 
lives of men^ but for the ]^s*rvA£ion of their 
souls. It may happei)^ indeed, — it has h»)^p€i^f^d 
hpretofore,-*--in our own times it ha« happened^ 
atid it vfill inetitably happen again, Ibaf the 
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ftMig^s of Cbrktianity wilh the adfferw Ami- 
Uin' mmj kindfe actual war heiw6m the teckbki 
pe^tTs^ taking pari on one side or to tfafe other. 
Thli (Mi Lord hunself foretold. '^ Suppose ye, " 
Ik Biid^ ^^ tbrt 1 an come to give peace on earth ?. 
I iMtit Wt to sonA peace^ but a sword. " Such 
#ari ari^y on! the one Me, no less bolj^ jdst^ and 
gdod^ thko <M the other they Ire wicked aiid im-* 
pioud; forivheDtbe aoticfaristian powers attack 
>el%iooi estahlifihrnsnts by the sword^ by the 
nword they may and nnnt be defended. It is the 
Riitfre cunt of puritanism to allege the pi^ecept of 
mutuit'forgiteness^ the prohibitioas of retornmg 
evil for evil^ and of resistiog persecution^ as re- 
pfobatriiig gueh wars. Ail those injunctions te* 
Me to the eoddoct of individoaU with respect to 
one another^ or with respect to the gorernnient 
of which they are subjects. The individual ia 
to be ready at all times to forgive his personal 
ooemies ; he is not to indulge a spirit of revenge 
in the retaliation of private injuries ; and least of 
all is he to resist by force eveti the injustice^ as 
affettii^ himself^ of his lawful sovereign. But 
Yl^ien Antichrist artas his powers for the persecu- 
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tioa of the faithful and the extiactioD ^f :the 
tedtiij if Christian prioces arm their powers to 
oppose him^ their Nvar is goAly, and their cause 
lis hlessed. These wars^ however^ are not within 
the puryiew of this prophecy ; as the seqiiet of mj- 
discourse will show. This prophetic text ^f itbe 
psalmist relates only to that spiritual war. which 
Christ wages with the enemies of man, for manfa 
delirerance^ — ^to the war arising from that epr^ 
inity which was originally put between the seed,; 
of the serpent and the ivoman's seed. 

The offensive weapons in this war of efaar ity,( 
according to the psalmist^ are of two sorts^-^-Hi 
sword, and arrows^ 

The common military sword is a heavy mas* 
sive weapon, for close engagement : Wielded by 
a strong and skilful arm^ it stabs and cuts, opens 
dreadful gashes where it falls, severs limbs> lops 
the head, or cleaves the body. 

The arrow is a light missile weapon, which in 
ancient times was used to annoy the $oemy at a 
distance, and particularly when put to flights 
It comes whizzing through the air unseen ; and, 
when it hits, so small is tbe wound, and so swift 
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the passage of the vr&^on, thai it ia scarcely felt 
till it fixes its sharp point in the very heart. 

Now hotb these weapons, the sword and th^ 
arrow^ are emblems of one and the same thing ; 
which is no other thaaihe woid of Qod^ in its 
different effects and d^erent manners of opern- 
lion on the minds of men^ teprtisrated upder tbe^ 
two different images. 

The word of God may be divided^ indeed^ into 
two parts^ — the word of reproof, comminatioq^ 
and terr<Mr ; and the wprd of persuasion, promise^ 
and hope. The former holds up to the sinner 
the picture of himself, — ^sets forth thp turpitude 
of sin — the holiness of God — God's hatred qf 
unrighteousness, — and alarms the conscience with 
the danger of a state of enmity with God, and 
with denunciations of implacable wrath and end- 
Jess punishment. The second, the word of per- 
suasion, promise^ and hope, sets before the pe- 
nitent the riches of God's mercy, displayed in 
the scheme of man's redemption^ — points to the 
cross, where man's guilt was expiated, — bids 
the contrite sinnef rely on the Redeemer's in- 
tercession, — offers the daily supply of grace to 
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totkSim faim in kh r^soiuttoiHi^ akid aasifit bifti 
in bis 4ttovts to coitfbrili himself to tbep^e^ti 
jttid ^jsample of the J8avioQr^--^ftnd {ifoifikes ticv 
t^y Mi glory to ihem that pbntYtgte; tlrat 
fHi'Ding d^s^iondeney into hofe, and ^ar iito 
hi^. The fi»t^ this word of terrclr;, ii the awiM'd 
girt upon Mesi^tth's thigh ; the 6econd>'the word 
of persuasion^ is the arrow shot froni hta bow. 

For the setose of iht fifst iiieta|yh<iT> we h^ye 
tlii aiM!hcfrity of the sicred write^fr CbemseWei^t. 
**Theiw»d of the Spirit/' sajs StPraltoth^ 
Ephesiaris^ ^' iif the word of God" And in the 
i^istle to the Hdbrewd^ tbi^ fail signification of 
th^ figure {9 opened^ and Ae projptiefy of the %* 
plitMltion dhown. " For the word of God/' saj» 
the inspired author^ '^ u quick and powerful 
(rather^ litely and energetic), .anid sharper than 
anj two*edged sword^ and piercing to departing 
of soul and spirit^ and to the joints and marrow ; T 
-^that is^ as the soldier's sword of steel cuts 
through all the exterior integuments of skin and 
muscle^ to the bone^ and ev^n through- the bard 
substance of the bone itself, to the very marrow^ 
and divides the liganients which keep the joml» 
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^ih^hodjiog^ibef, so this «piirit||al awor4. ^ 
GqA'9 ftwful word p^etr^lea t||§ vmio4 »cm» 
f^ ibe }lWBftq Hiin4 — pierces to the verj Mo^ <lf 
s^^i^ation, as it were^ af the ^eofitiye and t^ 
iatelUg^t priiHuple — lops 9^ tbe i^oiinai part-^r 
divides tlie joints vvl^re reaapn and papsioa up 
united — ^sets tl^e intellect free to ej^rt its powers 
— fcUU sin lit ouf members — opens paspages for 
grace to enter and enricb the marrow of the soul ; 
and thup delivers the m»n from his hody of deaM)« 
— T^uoh are tbe eifects for whidi the powerful 
word of terror is coipparfid to a two-edged sword* 
' The comparison of the word of promise to ibe 
arr^w is more easily understood; beii^ move 
familiar^ and analogous to those fignres of speech 
which run through all languages^ by wtich# 
whatever makes a quiciliL and smart iiqpressipti on 
the moral feelings i^ represented qnder the image 
^{ a pointed missile weapon^ — ^as when we speak 
qi *^the thrilling darts of harmony^" or " the 
shafts of eloquence/' The psalmist speaks of 
these arrows of God's word as sticking in ^' the 
hearts of the King's enemies^ — that is> of the 
enemies of the King Messiah ; for he^ jou wiii 
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remember^ is tbe only king in question. His en<$« 
tnies^ in the highest sense of the word^ are those 
who are avowedly leagued with the apostate fac- 
tion^ — atheists^ deists^ idolaters^ heretics^ perverse 
disputers^ — those who in any manner of set design 
oppose the gospel — who resist the truth by ar- 
gument^ or encounter it with ridicule — who ex- 
plain it away by sophisticated interpretations^ or 
endeavour to crush it by the force of persecution. 
Of such hardened enemies there is no hope^ till 
they have been hacked and hewed^ belaboured^ 
and all but slain (in the strong language of one 
of the ancient prophets), by the heavy sword of 
the word of terror. But^ in a lower sense^ all 
are enemies till they bear of Christy and the terms 
of bis peace are offered to them. Many such 
are wrought upon by mild admonition, and re- 
ceive in their hearts the arrows of the word of 
persuasion. Such, no doubt, were many of those 
Jews who were pricked to the heart by St Pe- 
ter's first sermon on the day of Pentecost : And 
even those worse, enemies, if they can be brought 
tp their feeling by the ghastly wounds and gashes 
of the terrific swcrd of tbe word of threatening. 
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Biay afterwards be pierced bytbe arrow^ ajni 
carry about in tbeir hearts its barbed point. And 
by the joint efiect of these two weapons^ the 
sword and the arrow^ the word of terror, and the 
word of persuasion, '^ peoples/' says the psalm- 
ist, — that is, whole kingdoms and nations in a 
mass, '^ shall fall under thee," — shall forsake 
their anciient superstitions, renounce their idols^ 
and submit themselves to Christ. 

So much for the offensive weapons, the sword 
and the arrows. But the defensive arinour de^ 
mands our attention ; for it has its use^ no doubt, 
in the Messiah's war. His person, you will rcr 
member, is clad, in the third verse, '^ with re- 
fulgent dazzling armour.*' This may be onder^ 
stood of wliatever is admirable and amiable in 
the external form and appearance of the ChristiaB . 
religion. First, the character of Jesus himself; 
his piety towards God— his philanthropy towards 
man — his meekness, humility, ready forgivefiess 
of injuries, patient endurance of pain and deaths 
Secondly, the same light of good vForks shining, 
in a less degree> in the lives of his disciples, par- 
ticularly the apostle? and blessed martyrs. Third- < 
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meiit^ the discipline^ and the rites of the chujr^. 
AU these things^ m they tend to drti^w the 9Amh 
ration and conciliate the good-will of aien^ and 
mitigate the malice of the peraecntor> lure af^l^ 
vepresentfid under the image of the Messiah's de- 
fensive armour^ aud had a principal share in the 
e&ct of making peoples '^ fall under him/' 

It jet remains to be explained what is meant, 
in the psalmist's detail of the Messiah's war> by 
those ^^ wonders" which ^' his own right hand 
was to show him." 

'^ Thy own right hand dball show thee won* 
ders/' 
Our public translation has it '^ terrible things. " 
But the notion of terror is not Of necessity in- 
cluded in the sense of the Original word> as it is 
used by the sacred writers : It is sometimes, in- 
deed, applied by them to frightful things ; but 
it is also applied, with great latitude; to things 
extraordinary in their kind, — grand, admirable, 
amazing^ awful^-*althougb they should not be 
frightful. We have no rights therefore, to take 
it in the strict i^enseof ^'frightful/' unless some* 
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ihitig in the context points to that meaning ; which 
is iK>t the case in this passage. And accordingly^ 
instepd of '^ terrible/' we find in some of the 
^Ideki J^aghah Bibles the better-chosen word 
'' woiiderfiil/' 

N»w the>^ wonderful things'' which Messiah's 
*;^own right hand" showed him> I take to be 
the OFerihrow of the Pfigan superstition; in the 
Rnoiaaiempire ai;ijd other grieat kingdoqns of the 
worlds by the oiere pleaching of the gospel; se^ 
iiHiQded by tbie exemplary lires and the miracles 
of the first preachers, and by their patient eii- 
duraace of imprisonment; torture^ and death; 
for jthe sake^of Christ. It was^ indeed^ a won- 
derful thing; wronght by Christ's single anp^ 
^hen has veiigion ipcevailed ov^rtbewholesystem 
of Iddlatry^ supported as it was by tjtie authority 
of so^vereigns, by the learning of philosophers^ 
and most of all^ by the inyeterate prejudices of 
the .Yulgar, attached to their false gods^ by the 
gratificati<vi whieh their very worship afforded 
to the sensual paj|sions> find by the natural par^ 
tiality of mankind in favonr oi^ny system^ how- 
ever absurd and corrupt> sanctioned by a long 
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antiquitj. It was a wonderful things wbeD the 
DeYil'g kingdom^ with much of its invisible 
power^ lost at once the whole of its external pomp 
and splendour^ — when silence being imposed on 
his oracles^ and spells and enchantments divested 
of their power^ the idolatrous worship which by 
those engines of deceit had been universally esta- 
blished^ and for ages supported^ notwithstanding 
the antiquity of its institutions^ and the bewitch* 
ing gayety and magnificence of its festivals, feH 
into neglect^ — when its cruel and lascivious rites; 
so long holden in superstitious veneration, on a 
sudden became the objects of a just and general 
abhorrence, — when the unfrequented temples, 
spoiled of their immense treasures, sunk in ruins, 
and the images, stript of their gorgeous robes 
and costly jewels, were thrown into the Tyber, 
or into the conmion receptacles of filth. and or- 
dure. It was a wonderful thing, when the minds 
of all men took a sudden turn,-^kings became 
the nursing fathers of the chiirchy statesmen 
courted her alliance, philosophy embraced her 
faith, and even the sword was justly drawn in 
her defence. 
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These were tKe *' wonderful things '* effected 
by Christ's right hand ; and in these this part 
of the psalmist's prophecy has received its accom ] 
plishment. Less than this his words cannot 
mean ; and to more than this they cannot with 
any certainty be extended^-^since these things 
satisfy all that is of necessity inToIyed in his 
expressions. 

If his expressions went of necessity to ^' ter- 
rible things/:' or were determined to that mean- 
ing by the context^ insomuch that the inspired 
author could be underatood to speaks not of thiogs 
simply wonderful^ but \Vonderfnl in the particu- 
lar way of being frightful^ an allusion^ in that 
case^ might easily be supposed to what is indeed 
the explicit subject of many other prophecies^ — • 
the terrible things to be achieved by the Mes- 
siah's own right hand^ in the destruction of An- 
tichrist and the slaughter of his armies^ in the 
latter ages. The word of prophecy forej^ams 
uSi and we have lived to see the season of the 
accomplishment set in^ that the apostate faction 
will proteed to that extreme of malice and im- 
piety as to levy actual war against the nations 
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pfo&fisingdirktianity : Acid af(£er much suffer* 
log of the faiiliful^ and bloody straggleis .of the 
extending purties^ oiir Lo«d himself ^ill ^conie 
fcom beaveii, visibly and in^person^ foefiectthe 
^liverance of his serva^ts^ and Kfith his own 
nxm cut off the jmtichristian armies 'with tremea*^ 
4I0119 slaughter. This is represented in the pro- 
phecies under images that can be understood of 
nothing but the havoc of actual battle. '^The 
indignation of Jehovah is upon aJl the heathen^'' 
jaith Isaiah^ *' and his fury upon all their ar- 
mies. He hath utterly destroyed them ; he bath 
delivered them io the slaugliter ; and the moun- 
tains shall be melted down in their blood.'^' The 
prophet Ezekiel summons all ravenous birds, and 
aU beasts of prey^ '^ to assemble and come to the 
slaughter which Jehovah should make for them^ 
•***a great slaughter on the mountains of In'ael 
(the stage, as it should sc^m, of AntAcbrisl's last 
exploits^ and^ hjis excision )» And ye shall eat 
flesh and drink blood : The flesh of warriors ye 
shall eat^ and the blood of ^e princes of the earth 
ye shall drink : Ye shall eat fat till ye be cloyed, 
and drink Mood till ye be drunken (the fat and 
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the Modd) of the ftkiitgbier vrkich Xh»ve mi^ 
foe you." In the Apocalypse^ ^Imn the Sqii of 
God GOtees fortb to mkke to ebd <l£.the Btaft 
mnd the JPalse Pfdpbety and oftibidnrmitB 6£ kiags 
their confederates, an acgel stindiBg in the suit 
^^ eries with a load voice to all Hm &^h. thftt 
flj in . the midst of. heaven^ Come ami gather 
yourselves toother to the supper of the g'reat 
Ood ; that ye ma^ eal the flesh of «aptains« and 
the flesh of mighiy mm'^ add the fleidi of horses^ 
arid of them that sit on them^ and the flesli of aVh 
freemen and slaves, both smaH and great/' JVIeii 
ef all conditions, if seeitis, will be tinited in the 
impious coalition, to make war against the irre* 
SBtible conqueror on the white horse, and his 
army ; and will be involved in the great destruc*- 
tion. In a former vision, relatiiig to the same 
subject, St John had s^eti the ^' great wine-press 
of God's wrath trodden ; aad the blood caine 
out of the wine-press even unto the horses' 
bridles." 

Such terrible things will be ; and if the psalm- 
ist had spoken explicitly of terrible things, I 
should think an allusion was indeed intended t^ 
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those scenes of terror^ jet future/ which however 
in the appointed season must overtake the wicked 
world. But as terrible things are not of necesr 
sitj included in the import of his words^ which 
goes not necessarily farther than '' wonderful,'* — 
and as he mentions those wonderful things be- 
fore the thread of his prophecy is brought down 
to the second advent^ the season of those exploits 
of terror^ — it becomes us to be cautious how we 
force a sense upon the psalmist's words which 
might not be intended by him, or rather by the 
inspiring Spirit. It will be safer to rest in those 
wonderful things which actually came to pass 
within the period he is yet upon, and were un* 
doubtedly brought about by Messiah's power, as 
the true accomplishment of this part of the pro- 
phecy. The suppression of idolatry in the. Ro- 
man empire, and the establishment of the Chris- 
tian church upon its ruins, was an event the most 
wonderful in the history of the Gentile world, 
to which nothing but the power of God was adcr 
quate ; and comes up to the whole necessary im- 
port of the psalmist's expressions. 
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The war of t^is period of the prophecy is fi- 
BisbeA : The battles have been fought^ and the 
Tiotory is giUBed« . The psalmisty in the two next 
iB^erses^ the sixth and seventh, Exhibits the King 
seated on the throne of 'his Mediatorial kingdom^ 
and governing with perfect jisaCi^e. He ad- 
dresses him as God, whose throne is elverlasting, 
and sceptre straight ^ as a monarch whose h^art 
IB set upon righteousness, whose antipathy iis 
wickedness. 

6. '^ Thy throne, O God ! is for ever and ever j. 
^' A straight sceptre is the sceptre of thy 

royalty. 

7. ^' Thou hast loved righteousness^ and hated 

wickedness ; 
^' Therefore God hath am)>^inted thee, thy 

own God, . 
^' With the oil of gladness above thy fel« 
lows." 
It was shown, in my first discourse upon this 
psalm, how inapplicable this address is to Sold* 
mon ; and it is obvious that it is equally inap- 
plicable to any earthly monarch : For of no throne 
hut God's can it be affirmed with truth that it is 
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for ever nA ever; of no kikig brit df Qod add qf 
bis Christ can it be said ths&t he loive9 ilgbfe«iHT^ 
ness with a perfect lore, arid hales, viokiediiesf 
Tvith a perfect hate ; of no iscqptre but Aie soeplM 
pf God and of his Cbnrist^ that it is 4 ^tiridgbtsc^ 
tre« The sceptre Iial beeq friofin tbe earliest: a^et 
a badge of ioyalty. It ivas, origimtty ho^is^ 
niore than n straight sfendei^ ti^, stoddttd seiheT 
limes for ornameiit with ItUle iiaife of gold. If 
M^as an emblem of the perfect integfitj qf the 
iDOiKircb in the coierfcise 6f bisporiter/ both bj 
himself and by hik miniriers ibfiesibfy adheriqg 
to the straight line of right and jjiistke 9s a mason 
or carpenter to bis rule* Th^ perfection of the 
emblem consisted in the straij^lneis of the stick ;; 
for every thing el^e wds orhajcberit Tbe straight- 
ness^ therefore^ ascribed by tbe fisalmist to Mes* 
Slab's sceptre^ is to be udder stood pf the invaria* 
ble justice of the administration <if his govern* 
inent. Now^ certaiiBly there have beea toany 
kings^ both in anciedt abd ib modera times^ t^ 
v^hom the praise ii due of a cordial pegard in 
general to rigbteobsness and of a settled .prift-^ 
tiple of dislike to vyickedness^ — many who in the 
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f^tsnhtd iX fheit nutboi ky and the measures of 
thsir gforerMienft have been generallj direete<}ll| 
jAiat just sense of right aold wi:ang : But yet kings 
are hot e^ili^t from the fifailties of hwDsin n^ 
fure ;-rtle verj best of tbem al^Q^ at lea^t in an 
dqual degree wMh olber good metij liable to tbo 
jMirprtses of the passions and the lieduotions of 
tdmplailiipB^ insonmeh tfaat tbatfKredominant 1^^ 
of rig^teOQ^ness and hatred of iniquity^ m^in- 
twining; ad absohife ascendaiicjr in tke mind^ ip all 
tines and u|»on all ocdasiotas^ whicb the psalmist 
attribptes to hH heavenly king^ has belonged to 
node Aski ftfer wore in earthly crown ; much less 
is.the peifetrstraightness of thesceptre^ a per-r 
feet coiyforinlty to the rule of rights to be found 
in the practice and execution of the governments 
of tlie world. It will happen in bumberless irt-^ 
stances^ atid from an infinite complication of 
causes, all reducible to the general head of the 
infirhiib)^ of humdn nature and the depraved state 
of fallen man^-^from an endless multiplicity of 
causes it will happen^ that the government of the 
yery best king will in execution fall far short of 
jthe pwity of tbe king's intentions ; and this iq 
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governments that are ever so well admiftiftteredr^ 
For if we suppose every one of those who ate 
put in authority under him to be as upright in 
their intMtions as we have supposed the king him- 
self to be^ — which must appear a very large and 
liberal supposition^ if we consider the variety of 
departments into which the administration of any 
gve^t government must necessarily be divided, 
and the great number of persons that must be 
employed in the afiairs of each sfeparate depart* 
ment^ — but if we make the suppo^taon that all 
the officers^ from the highest to the lowest^ in all 
the departments, are as good as men can be, still 
they will be men, and, as men, liable every one 
of them to error and deception ; and for this rea- 
son, they will often fail in the eioecution in what 
they mean to do the best. This gives no colour 
to the detestable principle propagated from de-* 
mocratic France over the Continent of Europe, 
of what is profanely called '' the sacred right of 
insurrection ; " nor to similar doctrines broached 
by sectarian teachers in our own country. It h 
merely the want of perfection in hpman nature, 
of which government and governors, with all 
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thingB aad with all persooB hiiraan^'miistp&rtake* 
8till> with «U thdse .imperfections^ goverDment is^ 
the sotiree of the highest. blessings to maBkind ; 
insomuehj tliafc the very wdrst goveroment is pr^ 
ferable to a slate of anarchj : And for this rea- 
son^ the peaceable submbsion of the Mibject to 
the very wont of kings is one of the most peremp- 
toiy precepts of Christianity. But I contend^ 
that the perfect undeviating rectitude of inten*- 
tion^ and the perfect justice of admiaistration^ of 
which the psalmist speaks^ cannot be ascribed^ 
without impiety^ to any earthly monarch. 

The throne of God^ whether we understand it 
of God's natural dominion oyer the whole crea- 
tion^ or more particularly of his providential go- 
vernment of the moral worlds or^ in a still more 
restricted sense^ of Christ's Mediatorial kingdom^, 
is everlasting ; and the governments both in the 
will of the governor and in the execution^ is in- 
variably good and j ust. But the kingdom of the 
God-Man is in this place intended. This is evi^ 
dent from what is said in the seventh verse : '^ God^ 
even thine own God^ hath anointed thee with the 
p\\ of gladness above thy fellows ; " i'. e. Go4 
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Iisfli ad^toeed time td a state of blist sMigimy 
ftbOTeftll those whom tlMm hast v4mclwfed ta 
call tUy £dlot)rs. It is silid too^ that tist kite of 
rightebttsness . and hatred of wickedness » the 
cause t£at Ood Hath so anointed AtfTi, who jet, lit 
Ihe riath Terse^ is himself addressed as God It 
is isaiiifest that these things can he said oikfy df 
l&at J)ersoa m whom the Godhead aikL. the mM'^ 
Itood ace united^— 4n whom the hunaan natore U 
fbe siti{}ect of the unction^ >Dd the eleyati^n W 
the IVfediatorial kingdom is the regard of tbe 
Man Jesus : For Christ being in hkf dititie na* 
luse equal with the Father, is incapable of any 
exaltation. Thus^ the unction with the oil (>f 
gladness, and the elevation above his fellows^ 
cbaracterize the manhood'; and the perpetaal sta- 
bility of the throne^ and the unsuUkd justice of 
the go verninetit^ declare the Gcxibead. 1% is there-^ 
fore with the greatest propriety tbftt this text is 
applied to Christ, in the epistle to the Hebrews, 
and made an argument of his divinity ; not by 
any forced accommodation of words which in 
the mind of the author related to another sub- 
ject, but according to the true intent and purpose 
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of the psalmist^ and the literal sense and onljr 
consistent exposition of his words. 

The psalmist is now come down^ by a regular 
and complete though a summary review of the 
principal occurrences of what may be called the 
history of the Mediator and his kingdom^ the 
Redeemer's life on earthy his exaltatioo to his 
throne in heaven^ the successful propagation of 
the gospel after his ascension^ the suppression of 
idolatry^ and the estoblisliaieDt of the Cbristitn 
religioo iki the principal empires and kingdoois 
of the wdrldy^i^ the psalmist^ Arough this detail^ 
ui come 4«wii to tke epoch of the second advent^ 
which ioHnediatelj iotcoduees the great eyeot 
which has given ^^oeasioB to the whole soog — 
the eonsummalion of the ebuoch's happiness and 
Messiiih's glory here on earth> in the public mar*' 
rtage of the great jK^ing with the wife of his love. 
This occupies the whole pqquel of the psahn ; and 
wfll be the subject of my next discourse. 
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PSALM Xlv. 1. 

*^ I speak of the things which I hare made toaching the 
King," or « unto the King." 

wVe have followed the holy psalmist step by step 
through his accurate though summary prospec*^ 
tive view of the principal occurrences in the his* 
toiy of the Mediator and his kingdom upon cartfai 
from our Lord's first appearance in the flesh to 
the epoch of his second advent. I have explain- 
ed to you the several images undejr which the 
psalmist represents the events of this interval. I 
have shown how easily they apply to Christ and 
his gospel^ — how inapplicable they are to any 
other subject. I showed you, that under the 
figures of comeliness of person and urbanity of 
speech the psalmist describes the unexampled 
sanctity of the life of Jesus^ and the high conso*^ 
lations of his doctrine : That under the figure of 
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a warrior clad in dazzling armour^ with his sword 
girt upon his thigh^ and shooting his arrows after 
a flying enemy^ Christ is described as waging his 
•spiritual war against sin and Satan by his power**- 
ful word^ — represented as a sword^ when it is 
employed to terrify the conscience of the sinner^ 
and rouse him by denunciations of wrath and 
punishment to a sense of his danger ; as an arrow^ 
in its milder efiects^ when it pricks the heart with . 
that, godly remorse which brings on the sorrow 
that works true repentance^ and terminates in 
hope and love. The splendid defensive armour 
is an emblem of whatever is externally venerable 
and lovely in Christianity^ and conduces to con- 
ciliate the good-will of men^ and mitigate the 
malice of the persecutor. The subjugation of 
nations^ by the prosecution of this war^ is the 
triumph of the church over idolatry^ which first 
took place in the reign of Constantine the Greats 
when the Christian religion was established in 
the Roman empire^ and idolatry put down by that 
emperor's authority. A few years after^ the ido- 
latrous temples were finally closed by his succes- 
sors. 
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The battleift b^iog fought and the victory gaih^ 
ed^ the conqueror is saluted by the holy psalini^ 
as the God-Man^ seated upon the evexlasting 
throne of his Mediatorial kingdom. The psalmial^ 
then proceeds to that greajt evekit which is to take 
place upon the second advent of our Lord^ liie 
prospect of ^rhich has been the occasion of the 
wjiole song^ — the coDsuramation of the ehureh's 
happiness and Messjiah's gloiy here on earA^ in 
the public marriage of the great King with the 
wife of his love. And upon this subject Ihe in- 
spired poet dwells throughout the whole sequel 
of the psalm ; which makes^ indeed^ the greater 
part of tftie eiitire composiftion. 

Before I eater upon the explanation of parti- 
culars in Hhis part of the song> it tnaj be proper 
to offer a few words upon the general propriety 
and significance of the image of a marriage, as it 
is applied here, and in oth^ parts of Scripture, to 
Messiah and his churchy 

Our Lord said of bimself Ihat he came to 
*^ preach the gospel to the poor ; '' and the same 
thing may be said of the Word of rie^elatton in 
general, — that it was given for the instruction of 
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ttie QMst iliftterate as well as the wise and learned ; 
iod if with any difference^ wiili a special regard 
to the benefit of &ose who fr<^m their condition 
were the oKHit deficient in the means of natural 
isDpr#vement. It may be reckoned^ therefore, a 
iKcessarjr characteristic of diving revelation^ that 
it shall be delivered in a manner the most adapted 
to whatarevulgiarljr called the meanest capacities. 
And bjthis perspicuity^ both of preeeptand of do&^ 
trioe^ the wh^ Bible is remarkably distinguished : 
For although St Peter speaks of things in it hard 
to be uoderstdodj he speaks of such things only as 
could ner^ have been understood at all had th^ 
not been revealed ; and, being revealed, are yet 
not capable of proof or explanation upon scienti- 
fic princifllesi but rest solely on the authority of 
the revelation. Not that the terms in which 
these discoveries are made are obscure and am-^ 
biguous in their meaning, or that the things 
tbesDseives, however hard for tbe pride of pfailo- 
sopby> are not of easy digestion to an humble 
faith. Obscurities undoubtedly have arisen, from 
the giieat aatiquity of the sacred writit^, from 
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the changes which time makes iki language^ and 
:from some points of ancieut history become dark 
or doubtful ; But these aflect only particular 
passages^ and bring no difficulty at alt upon the 
general doctrine of revelation^ which is the only 
thing of universal and perpetual importance. 
Now> the method of teaching which the Holy 
Spirit hath emplo}'ed to adapt the profoundest 
mysteries of religion to the most ordinary capa- 
citiesj has been^ in all ages^ to propound tbem by 
his inspired messengers^ the prophets under the 
lawj and the apostles in the first ages of Gbris- 
tianity^ in figurative expressions — in images and 
allusions^ taken either from the most striking 
objects of the senses in the works of nature^ or 
from human life. The relation between Christ 
and his churchy it is evident^ must be of a nature 
not to be adequately typified by any thing in the 
material world ; and nothing could be found in 
human life which mi^ht so aptly represent it as 
the relation of husband and wife in the holy state 
of wedlock : And in this the analogy is so per^ 
fect^ that the notion df the ancient Jews has re* 
ceivedthe express sanction of St Paul^ that the 
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lelation of the Saviour and the church was typi^ 
fied in the Union of our first parents^ and in tbb 
particular manner of Eve's formation out of the 
substance of Adam. Th6 niost striking particu-* 
lars of the resemblance are these. The unioii^ in 
both case^^ in the natural caise of man and ^ife>; 
and the spiritual case of Messiah and' the cburch; 
is a umon of the most entire affection and the 
warmest iputual love between unequals; con* 
trarj to the admired ntftaxira of the heathen mo^ 
ralist^ that friendship was bot to be fbund but 
between equals. The maxim ihaj be true in all 
human friendship except the conjugal^ but fails 
completely in the love between Christ and the 
churchy in which the affection on both sides isr 
the most cordial> though the rank of the parties 
be the most disparate. Secondly^ The union is 
indissoluble; except by a violation of the nuptial 
TOW. But the great resemblance of all lies in 
thisj — the never-failing protection and support 
afforded by the husband to the wife ; and the ab- 
straction of the affections from all other objects^ 
•on the part of the wife^ and the surrender of her 
ievhole heart and mind to the husband. In these? 
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circumstances principally^ but in many others 
al»o^ which the time will not permit me to re«^ 
county the prepriety aod significance of the typcf 
consists. It it applied with some variety^ and 
with more or less accuracy, in diflSsrent parts of 
holy writ, aceording to the purpose of the writer^ 
Where the cbureh catholic is considered simply 
in its totality, without distinction of the pafts<if 
which it is composed, the whole church is takes 
as the wife ; but when ik is conddered a» con^ 
sisting of two great branch^, the church of the 
natural Israel and the church of the Oentiles, of 
wlaieh two branches the whole ^as composed in 
the primitive ages, and will be composed again, 
then the former is considered as the wife, or queen 
consort, and the Gentile congregations as her 
daughters, or Indies of honour of her court. And 
in this manner the type is used in many parts of 
the prophet Isaiah, and very remarkabiy in this 
psalm. 

In the part of it which we are now about to 
expound, t^e holy psalmist having seated the 
King Messiah on his everlasting throne, proceeds* 
to the magnificence of his courts as it appeared 
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in the wedding-day. In which^ the Jibing which 
first strikes him and fixta His attetitien is this 
majesty and splendour of the Kibg's ow« dreUss ; 
which indeed is described bj the single tifcnm- 
stance of the profusion of rich perfumes with 
which it was scented : But this bj infi^t^nce 
implies every thing else of elegance aiid oos£ly 
ornament; for among the nations of the East^ 
in ancient times^ perfukne wais considered as the 
fiokbtng of the dress of persons of condition when 
thej appeared in public ; imd modirii manners 
give us no conception of the costliness of the ma- 
terials employed in the composition of their 
odours^ their care and nibe^ in the prq)aration 
of them^ atld the quantity in which they were 
uiked. The high^prifert of llhie Jews was not 
sprinkled with a few scanty drops of the perfuifie 
of the sanctuary ; bnt his p6r^on was so bedewbd 
with it that it literally ran down from his beard 
to the skirts of his garmeDt. The high-priest of 
the Jews in his robes of dflSce was in this/ as I 
shall presently explain, and in every circumstance^ 
the living type of our Great High-Priest. The 
psalmist describes the fragrance of Messiah's 
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garments to be such as if the aromatic woods 
had been the very substance out of which the 
robes were made. 

'"^Thy garments are all mjrrh^ aloes/ and 

cassia/- 
The sequel of this Verse is somewhat obscure in 
the original^ by reason of the ambiguity of one 
little word^ which different interpreters have ta- 
ken differently. I shall give yon what in my 
judgment is the literal rendering of the passage; 
and trust I shall not find it difficult to make the 
meaning of it very clear. 
'' Thy garments are all myirb^ aloes^ and qassia^ 
'' Excelling the palaces of ivory^ 
*' Excelling those which delight thee/' 
Ivory was highly valued and admired among the 
Jews and other Eastern nations of antiquity^ for 
the purity of its wbite^ the delicate smoothness of 
the surface^ and the durability of the substance ; 
being not liable to tarnish or rust like metals^ or^ 
like wood J to rot or to be worm-eaten. Herice 
it was a favourite ornament in tbe furniture of 
the houses and palaces of great men ; and all 
such ornamental furniture was plentifully, per^ 
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famed* The psalmist thjereforc says, that the 
fragjiaiice of the King's garments far exceeded 
4o3r thing that met the nostrils of the visitors in 
the stateliest and best-furnished, palaces. But 
lliis is pot all : He sajs, besides, that these. per^ 
fumes pi the royal garments ^' excel those which 
delight thee." , To understand this^ you must 
i:ecoltect that there W€5re two' yery eai;(]|uisite per- 
ftimes used .in the symbolical service pf the temple, 
both ma^e of the richest spicea, mixed in certarin 
.proportions, and by a process directed by. the 
law. The one was used to anoint every article 
of the fprniture of the .sanctuary, and the robes 
aiul piQrsons of the pri^st$» The comppaition of 
it w$t9 not to be imitated, nor was it to be applied 
to the perpoti of itnybut a consecrated priest, 
upon pain of death. Some, indeed, pf the kings 
of David's line were anointed with it ; but when 
this was done, it was by the special direction of 
a prophet; and it was to intimate, as I appre- 
hend, the relation of tiiat royal house to the eter- 
nal priesthood, to be instituted in due season in 
that family. The pother was a compound of 
rOJthar ingredients, which made the ijacen^ that 
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was burnt upon the gulden adtor as a givteftil 
odour to the Lord. This too was nmat holy ; 
and to attempt to make the like for privale use 
was a capital oiTence. 

Now the perfumed garments ^f the psalmist's 
King denote the very same thing whiljb was typi- 
fied under the law trf the perfumed garinentsof 
the high-priest; the psalmist *« felLnig being in- 
deed the real perspn of whom the bigh-prie«t^ iu 
every particular of his office^ his services, and 
his dress^ was the tjpe. The perfumed ganileRb 
were typical, first, of the griaces and virtues of 
the Redeemer himself in his human chitmcter; 
secondly, of whatever is refreshmg, eiwrifiuragtiigj 
consoling, and^^heering, in the external mitristra* 
tion of the word ; and third]y> of ih^ ia^rnal 
comforts of the Holy Spirit. But tbe iuce^se 
fumed upon the golden altar was ty^ital of a far 
inferior, though of a preciouis and holy thing,— t- 
namely, of whatever is pleasing to God ia the 
faith, the devotions, and Ae good works of the 
saints. Now the psalmi^ 9ay$ that<he fragranpe 
breathing from the garments of the K*tig fat* ex- 
cels not only the sweetcj* odours of any earthly 



Digitized by 



Google 



15S 

IMMnrcfa's palace, bui that it xiirpasses tbcMe spt« 
ritual o4ours of sanctity in i^vhkii die King him* 
«elf ieligfais. The e6nMlatit>ti8 which the faith- 
fol under all their sa0ermgi receive ftom hioi, 
in liie ^jcample of his hoty IrfCj the ministratioa 
tX the ^ord and sacraments^ anMt the succours of 
the Sphnt^ <ire far !)eyond th^ jprD{K»tioii <if any 
thing thtey hni^e to nS&t in teturn to him^ in their 
l^rtises^ theif prayers^ and th^ir gt^od lives ; not** 
i^tfhstandtng in these their services be cotide^ 
scends to take delight. This is t)ie dottrine of 
this highly mystic text^ that the valiie of all otir 
best works of faith and obediettce^ even in our 
own eyes^ must sink into nothing when they are 
contrasted with the exuberant mercy of God ex- 
tended to us through Christ. 
. Such is Ifre fragrance breathing from the great 
King's wedding-^garments. We proceed to other 
partfcul^rs in the magnificent f^pearance of his 
court on the wedding-day^ figurative of the glory 
of the church in its final condition of purity and 
peace, and of the rank ivnd or(|er of particular 
l^hiirches, 
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*' Kings' daughters are among thy honourable 
woiaen/' 

You. will obBerve Uiat the word '' women/' in 
the Bibles of ibe larger. size^ is printed in. that 
.character which is used to distinguish the words 
which, have been inserted by the translators, to 
make the sense perspicuous to the Eqglish reader, 
without any tbiiig expressly corresponding in the 
origipaL Omitting the word '' wpmen,'* oujr 
4ranslatQts anight have given the verse, accord- 
ing to their qonpeptiQns qf the preceding word 
/which desqrijbes the women, thus : . 

/^jl$^iilgs' daugb^ters lU'e^ amoQg thy honpur- 
ables.;'' 
4« e. among the persons appointed tp services of 
honour. But the original word thus expressed 
iby ^' honourable women,'' or by '^honoufables,'^* 
is indeed applied to whatever is rare and valued 
in its kind, and^, Cor tha^ reason, to illustrious 
persons, ennobled and dis^inguisjied by m^rks of 
royal favour : And in ^lis sense it certainly, is 
;figurative1y applicable to the persons ^iwhom I 
shall show to be intended here. But the primary 
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aoaeaning of the word is '^ bright, sparkling ; '' 
and it is particularlj applied to brilliant gems^ 
cr precious stones. Sparkling is in all languages 
figuratively applied to female beauty ; and the 
ioiagerj of the original would be better pre- 
served, though the sense would be much the 
saroe^ if the passage were thus rendered : 

^' Kings' daughters are among the bright 
beauties of thy court.** 
The beauty certainly is mystic, -^the beauty of 
evangelical sanctity and innocence. But who 
and what are these kings* daughters, the lustre 
of whose beauty adorns the great monarch's 
court? '^ King's daughters/' in the general 
language of holy writ, are the kingdoms and 
peoples which they govern, of which, in common 
> speech, they are called fathers. The expression 
may be so taken here ; and then the sense will 
be, that the greatest kingdoms and empires of 
the world, converted to the faith of Christ, and 
shining in the beauty of the good works of true 
holiness, will be united, at the season of the wed- 
ding, to Messiah's kingdom. But, inasmuch 4s 
Messiah's kingdom is not one of the kingdon^s 
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of the worlds and that secular kingdoms i;viil 
never be immediately and in their secular caps* 
city yassals of his kingdom^ I rather think that 
tbe kings' daughters mentioned here are the va- 
rious national churches fostered for many ages 
by tbe piety of Christian princes^ and n&w brought 
to the perfection of beauty, by the judgmeats 
,ivhich shall have purged every one of them of 
all things that offend : For they mt^y well be 
called ^' kings' daughters," of whom kings and 
queens are called, in the prophetic language, the 
fathers and the mothers. 

From these the psalmist turns our attention to 
another lady, distinguished above them all by 
ber title^ her place^ and the superlative richness 
of her robes. 

" Kings' daughters are among the bright boau^ 
ties of thy court, 

'' At thy right hand the consort has hef sta* 
tion, 

" In standard gold of Ophir." 
Some expositors have imagined that the consort 
is an emblem of the church catholic in her to- 
tality, — ^the kings' daughters, typical of the se- 
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teral particular churches, of ^^hich that one tini-^ 
wrsal is composed. But the queeo consort h^rd 
it uoquestiomibly the Hebrew church^-*- the 
church of thci natural Israel^ reunited^ by her 
conversioRi to her husbaqdi and advanced to the 
high prerogative of the mother church of Chris- 
tendom : And the kings' daughters are the 
churches which had been gathered out of the 
Gentiles^ in the interval between the expulsioa 
of this wife and the taking of her home again^: — 
that is^ between the dispersion of the Jews by the 
Romans^ and their restoration. The restoration 
of the tiebrew church to the rights of a wife-— 
to the situation of the queen consort in Messiah's 
kingdom upon earth — is the constant strain of 
prophecy. To prove this^ by citing all the pas- 
sages to that purpose^ would be to transcribe 
whole chapters of some qf the prophets^ and in- 
numerable detached passages from almost all. 
In addition to those which I have already ctted^ 
in my former discourses upon this subject^ I 
shall produce only the latter part of the second 
chapter of Hosea. In that chapter^ Jehovaby 
after discarding the incontinent wife, and threat-^ 
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e»uig terrible severity of punishment^ adds^ thai 
neyertbeless the time should come when she should 
again address her offended lord by the endearing 
name of husband. ^^ And I will betroth thee'to 
myself for- ever. Yes ; I will betroth thee to? 
myself, with justice^ and with righteousness^ and 
with exuberant kindness^ and with tender lore. 
Yes ; with faithfulness^ to myself I will betroth 
thee.'* These promises are made to the woman' 
that had been discarded^ and cannot be understood 
of mercies to be extended to any other. The 
prophet Isaiah speaks to the same effect^ and de-^ 
scribes tlie Gentile converts as becomings upon 
the reunion/ children of the pardoned wife. And 
I must not omit to mention^ that St Paul^ in hid 
epistle to the Romans^ to clear up the mystery of 
God's dealing with the Jews^ tells us^ that '' blind- 
ness is in part oqly happened unto Israel^ till the 
time shall arrive for the fulness of the Gentiles 
to, come in ; and then all Israel shall be saved ; 
for the gifts and calling of God are without re-: 
pentance." To expound these predictions of 
the ancient prophets^ and this declaration of the 
apostle^ of any thing but the restoration of the 
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natural Israel^ is to introduce ambiguity and 
equivocation into the plainest oracles of God. 

The standard gold upon the queen's robe de* 
notes the treasures of which the church is the 
depositary^ — the written word^ and the dispensa- 
tion of grace and forgiveness of sins by the due 
administration of the sacraments. 

The psalmist^ beholding the queen in her costly 
Tobes^ on the King's right hand^ interrupts the 
progress of his description with a word of mo- 
mentous advice addressed to her. 

'^ Hearken^ O daughter ! and consider ; 

^^ Incline thine ear ; and forget 

'' Thine own people^ and thy father's house : 

'' So shall the King set his heart upon thy 
beauty. 

'' Truly he is thy Lord ; therefore worship 
thou him." 
If a princess from a distant land^ taken in mar« 
riage by a great king, were admonished to for- ' 
get her own people and her father's house^ the 
purport of the advice would easily be understood 
lo be^ that she should divest herself of all at- 
tachment to the customs of her native country 
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goA to the stjrle of her father's court ; ftndl teiM 
to speak the kiQguage^ and aasime the dress, thd 
inanoers^ and the taste of her husbaod's people. 
iThe ^' fether^s house" and ^^ own peopte,'' 
which the psahnist advises the queen covmoct t^ 
forget^ is the ancient Jewish, religion in its ex«- 
ternal form^ — the ceremonies of the temple ser* 
vice, — the sacrifices and the typical purgations 
of the Levitical priesthood. Not that she is to 
forget God's gracious promises to Abraham, 
nor the covenant with her forefathers ( the benefit 
of which she will enjoy to the verj end of time), 
nor the many wonderful deliverances that were 
wrought for them : Nor is she to forget the his- 
tory of her natioiii preserved in the Scriptures of 
the Old Testament ; nor the predictions of Moses 
and her prophets, the full accomplishment of 
which she will at this time experience : And his- 
torically, she is neyer to forget even the ceremo- 
nial law; for the Levitical rites were nothing 
less than the gospel itself in hieroglyphics ; and, 
rightly understood^ they afford the most com- 
plete demonstration of the coherence of revelation 
with itself^ in all its different stages^ and the besjl 
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evidence of its truth ; showing thai it has* been 
the same in substance in all ages^ differing only 
in external form^ in the rites of worships and in 
the manner of teaching. But, practically, (he 
rites of their ancient worship are to be forgotten, 
— that is, laid aside ; for they never were of any 
other importance than in reference to the gospel> 
as the shadow is of no value but as it resembles 
the substance. Practically, therefore, the re* 
stored Hebrew church is to abandon her ancient 
Jewish rites, and become mere and pure Chris- 
tian ; and thus she will secure the conjugal af- 
fections of her husband, and render the beauty 
of her person perfect in his eyes. And this she 
is bound to do ; for her royal husband is indeed 
heir Lord : Moses was no more than his servant, 
— the prophets after Moses, servants in a lower 
rank than he. But the authority of Christ the 
husband is paramount over all ; he is entitled to 
her upreserved obedience ; he is indeed her God, 
entitled to her adoration* 

This submission of the consort to her wedded 
Lord will set her high in the esteem of the 
churches of the Gentiles. 

VOL. I. h 
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''' See the daughter of Tyre, with a gift ; 

'^ The wealthiest of the people shall entreat 
thy favour/* 
The "'daughter of Tyre/' according to the 
principles of interpretation we have laid 4own^ 
iniu^t be a chureh eatahlisti^d either literally at 
Tyre, or ia some country held forth under the 
image of Tyre, Ancient Tyre was famous for 
ber commerce, .her wealth,, her excellence ia the 
fine artsi. her luxury, the profligaie debauched 
manners of her people, and the grossness of her 
idolatry. The '' daughter of Tyre" appearing 
before the queen consort '^ witli a gift^ /^ is a fi- 
gurative prediction that churches will be esta^ 
blished, under the protection of the government> 
in countries which bad been distinguished for 
profligacy, dissipated manners, and irreligion. 
li is intimated in the next line, that some of 
these churches will be rich ;- that is, rich in spi* 
ritual riches, which are the only riches of a 
church, in the mystic language of prophecy, — 
rich in the holy lives of their members, in the 
truth of their creeds^ and the purity of their ex^ 
ternal forms of worship^ and in God's favour.- 
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JBut notwithstanding this wealth of their owii^ 
these chprches will pay willing homage to the 
royal eonsort^ their eldest sister^ the metropolis 
iical church of Jerusalem. 

From this address to the queen/ the psalmist^ 
in the thirteenth verse^ returns to the description 
bf the great scene lying in vision before him. 

^' The King's daughter is all-glorious within/' 
In this line^ the same piirsonage that has hitherto 
been represented as the King's wife seems to be 
called his daughter. This, however^ is a matter 
upon which commentators have been much di- 
vided. Some have imagined that a new person- 
age is introduced : That the King's wife is^ as I 
have all aloiig maintained; the figure of the Hebrew 
chqrch ; but that this '' daughter of the King'' 
is*the Christian church in general, composed of 
iFet^^ and Gentiles indiscriminately^ considered 
as the daughter of ihe King Messiah by his 
Hebrew' queen. This was Martin Luther's no- 
tion. Others have thought that the wife is the 
Hebrew church by itself, and the daughter the 
church of the Gentiles by itself. But neither of 
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ihese explanations are perfectly consistent witb 
the imagery of this psalm.. Far to be preferred 
is the expodtion of the late learned and piou9 
Bishop Home ; who rejects the notion of the in- 
troduction of a new personage^ and observes^ 
'' that the connexion between Christ and his 
spouse unites in itself every relation atid every af- 
fection/' She is therefore daughter^ wife, and 
sister^ all in one. The same seems to have been 
the notion of a learned Dominican of the seven- 
teenth century ; who remarks^ that the Empress 
Julia/ in the legends of some ancient coins, is 
called ihe daughter of Augustus, whose wife she 
wa». 

fiut, with much general reverence for the opi- 
nions of these learned commentators, I am per- 
suaded that the stops have been misplaced in the 
Hebrew manuscripts, by the Jewish critics, aipoa 
the last revision of the text ;— tbat translators 
have been misled by their false division of the 
text, and expositors misled by translators. The 
stops being rightly placed^ the Hebrew wonfe 
give this sense : 
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'^ She is all-glorious/' — 
She, the consort of whom we ba^ve been speaking, 
is glorious in every respect, — 

*' Daughter of a king^*' 
That is, she is a princess born ( by which title she 
is saluted in the Canticles) : She is glorious, 
therefore, for her high birth. She is; indeed, Qf 
high and heavenly extractioii \ She may say of 
herself^ collectively, what the apostle has taught 
hex sons to say individually : *' Of. his owu will 
begat he us with the word of his truth. '' Ac- 
cordingly, in the Apocalypse, the bride, the Lamb's 
wife, is '' the holy Jerusalem descending out of 
heaven from God/' 
The psalmist goes on. 

^'^ Her inner garment is bespangled with gold ; 
^^ Her upper garment is embroidered with the 
needle." 
These two lines require little comment. The 
spangles of gold upon the consort's inner gar- 
ment are the same thing with the standard gold 
of Ophir of the ninth verse, — the mvalaable 
treasure with which the church is endowed, with 
^he custody and distribution of which she is iq- 
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trusted. The embroidery of ber upper garmen^ 
is> wbatever there is of beauty in ber e^emtll 
form^ ber discipline^ aild ber rites. 

The psalmist adds — 

^' She is conducted m procession to tbeKlng/' 
Our public tratisla^iod has sitAply^^^^/ &ma 19 
brought;" but the original wofd. itaipHes the 
pomp and conduct of a public procession. The 
greatest caution is requisite in attempting! to in- 
terpret^ in the detail of drcumsiances^ the . pre- 
dictions of things yet remote; We may TbHtttre^ 
however^ to apply ibis coiiducting bf the queeo 
to the palace of her lord^ to* some remarkalile 
assistance which the Israelite^ Irill receive front 
the Christian nations of the^ Grentile.rafce^ in tbeir 
resettlement in the Holy Land ; which se^s to 
be mentioned under the yery same image by the 
prophet Isaiah^ at the end df the eighteenth 
chapter^ and by the prophet Zepfaaniabi chftpt<et 
thirds verse tenth ; and is clearly the subject of 
more explicit prophecies* ^' Thus saitfa .Jiefao- 
vah^ " speaking to Zion^ in the prophet iMiab, 
'^ Behold I will lift up my band to the Gentiles^ 
and set up my standard to the peoples ; and they 
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irimH bring tbjr sdns in their arms, knd^ijr daugh- 
ters shall be carried tip6;i their shobldeH;'' And 
in dootber place^ ''They (the Gcntilcsi iiiention- 
ed io the. preceding ver86).shalL bring all yoa^ 
bretbi:&Q^ fbr an bffisring unto Jehovah^ oat of 
all nations^ upon hor8e$^ and in chariots, and in 
litterjs^ and Upon mules^ and upon swift beasts;, 
to niy holy mountain Jerusalem/' 

. But the psalmist is strlick with the ap^^earknbe 
of a yer^ remarkable band ^hich makes a part 
in thia procession* 

** She ii conducted in procb^sion to the King. 

" Virgins folld\<r her, her companions, 

'' Coming unto thee : 

^' They ate conducted in. procession, v^ilh fe^* 
tivity and rejoicing : 

'' They fcnter the palace of the King/' 
'These virgins seem to b^ different persons from 
the. kings' daughters of the ninth verse. Those 
^^ kings' daughters" were already distinguished 
ladies of the monarch's own court : These virgins 
are introduced to it by the queen ; they follow 
her as part ot her retinue, and are introduced as 
|ier companions. The former represent, as we 
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conceive^ the churches of Gentile origin^ fonne^ 
and establihed in the period of the wife's dis^ 
grace : These virgins we take to be new churches, 
formed among nations not sooner called to the 
knowledge of the gospel and the faith in Christ, 
at the yery season of the restoration of Israel, in 
whose conversion the restored Hebrew church 
maj have a principal share. This is tl^at fulness 
of the Gentiles of which St Paul spes^ks as coin- 
cident in time with the recovery of the Jews, 
and, in a great degree, the effect of their con^ 
version. *' Have they stumbled that they should 
fall ? " saith the apostle, speaking of the natural 
Israel : ^^ God forbid : But rather, through 
their fall, salvation is come unto the Gentiles, 
for to provoke them to emulation. Now, if the 
fall of them be the riches of the world, and their 
loss the riches of the Gentiles, how much more 
their fulness ? For if the casting away of them 
be the reconciling of the world, what $hall the 
receiving of them be but life from the dead ? '* 
In these texts, the apostle clearly lays out this or- 
der of the business, in the conversion of the 
whole world to Christ : First, the rejection of 
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j&<^ unbelieving Jews : Then, the first call of thf( 
Gentiles :. The recovery of the Jews^ after a long 
season of obstinacy md blindness^ at last pro- 
Yoked to eamlation^ brought to a right under- 
standing of God's dispensations^ by that very calf 
M^hich hitherto has l^eei) one of their stumbling- 
blocks : And lastly^ in consequence of the con- 
version ojf th^ Jews^ a prodigious influx from 
the Gentile nations yet unconverted^ and im- 
mersed id the darkness and corruptions of idola* 
try ; whith make little less than t)vo thirds^ not 
of the civili^ed^ but of the inhabited world; Tb^ 
churches of this new conversion sebm to be the 
virgins^ the queen's bridemaid's^ in the nuptia} 
procession* 

In the next verse (the sixteenth), the psalmist 
again addresses the queen. 

'' Thy children shall be'in the place of thy fa* 
thers ; 

^' Thou shalt make them princes in all the 
earth/^ 
Thy children shall be what tliy fathers were, 
God's peculiar people ; and shall hold a distin- 
guished rank and character in the earth. 
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The psalmist close^^ hk dii^ioe soag if^ith a 
distich setting forth the design, and predieti^g 
the effect pf his own perform^ince. 

'^ I will perp^imte the; remismhraQce 0f thy 
ndme to all generations ; 

^^ Insomuch that the peoples shall praise thee 
for ever/' 
By inditing this m&rriage-song^ he hq^d tp be 
the means of celebrating the Redeeider's name 
from age to age^ and of inciting the ns(itlons of 
the world to join in bis praise. The event has 
not disappointed the; holy prophet's expectation* 
His composition has been the delight of the cop-r 
Jpregation^ of the faithful fbr little less than three 
jthousand years, "^ot one thousand and forty> it 
:t¥as a means of keeping alive in the synagogue 
the hope of the Redeemer to come : For eighteen 
hundred since^ it has befsn the means of perpe- 
tuating in Christian congregations the grateful 
remembrance of what has been done^ — anxious 
attention to what is doings — atid the cheering 
hope of the second coming of bur Ldrd ; whb 
surely cometh to turn awi^y ungodliness from 
^s^cob^ and to set up a standard to the nation; 
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3^hich yet sit in darkness and the shadow of 
death. '^ He that witnes^eth these things saith. 
Behold I come quickly. And the Spirit saith, 
pome ! and the bride saitfa^ Come ! and let every 
one that heareth say. Amen 1 Even so ! ComCj 
Lord Jesus ! " 
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SERMON IX. 



1 JOHN^ V. 6. 

ff This is he that came by water and blood, even Jesus 
Christ ; — not by water only, but by water and blood.** 

Jb OR the surer interpretation of these words^ it 
will be necessary to take a general view of the 
sacred book in which, we find them written, and 
to consider the subject matter of the whole, but 
more particularly of the two last chapter^. 

The book goes under the title of '' The General 
Epistle of St John." But in the composition of 
it, narrowly inspected, nothing is to be found of 
(he epistolary form. It is not inscribed either 
to any individual, like St Paul's to Timothy and 
Titus, or the second of the two which follow it, 
'^to the well-beloved Gains," — nor to any par- 
ticular church, like St Paul's to the churches of 
Rome, Corinth, Ephesus, and others, — nor to 
thjp faithful of any particular region, like St 
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Peter's first epistle, ^' to the strangers scattered 
throughout Pontus, Galatiai^ Cappadocia^ Asia^ 
and Bithyoia^" — nor to anj principal branch of 
the Christian churchy like St Paul's to the He- 
brews^ — nor to the Christian church in general^ 
like the second of St Peter's, '' to them that had 
obtained like precious faith with him^" and like 
St Jude's^ " to them that are sanctified by God 
the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ, and^ 
called : " It bears no such inscription : It begins 
without salutation, and ends withojut benediction. 
It is true^ the writer sometimes speaks, but with- 
out naming himself in the first person, — and ad- 
dresses his reader^ without naming him in the se^ 
cond. But this colloquial style is very common 
in all writings of a plain familiar cast : Instances 
of it occur in St John's Gospel ; and it is by no 
means a distinguishing character of epistolary 
composition. It should seem that this book hath 
for no other reason acquired the title of an epistle, 
but that^ in the first formation of the canon of 
the New Testament, it was put into the same vo- 
lume with the didactic writings of the apostles^ 
which,, with this single exception, are all in the 
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l^istolarj form. If is indeed a didi^ctic discotrri^' 
upon the principles of Christianity^ bcftb ill dot* 
trine and practice : And M^hether we consider th^ 
sublimity of its openings with the fundamental 
topics of God's perfections^ man's depravity^ and 
Christ's propitiation^ — the perspicuity with which 
it propounds- the deepest mysteries of our holy 
faitfa> and the evidence of the proof which it 
brings to confirm them ; whether we consider 
the sanctity of its precepts, and the energy of 
argument with which they are persuaded and 
enforced, — the dignified simplicity of language 
in which both doctrine and precept are delivered } 
whether w^ regard the importance of the matter, 
the propriety of the style, or the general spirit of 
ardent piety and warm Benevolence, united M;ith 
a fervid zeal, which breathes throughout the 
whole composition, — we shall find it in every re- 
spect worthy of the holy author to whom the 
constant tradition of the cliurch ascribes it, ■' the 
disciplcf whom Jesus lovcsd/* 
' The particular subject of the two last chapi- 
ters is the great doctrine of the incarnation, or, 
S t John's own words, of Christ's coming in 
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the ftesh. It maj seem that I ought to 8a;> the 
two 4octrinps of the incarnatioa and the atoae*' 
Blent :' But if I so said^ though I should not say 
any thing untrue^ I should speak improperly ; 
for the inearnatipu of our Lord and the atone- 
Bientmadeby him are not two separate doctrines : 
They are one ; the doctrine of atonement being 
included in that of the incarnation^ rightly un^ 
derstood^ and as. it is stated by St John. 

The do'ctrine of the incarnation in its whole 
amount is this : That ojoe of the three persons of 
the Godhead was united i^ a man^ i . ^. to a hu- 
man body and a human soul^ in the person of 
Jesuft, in order to expiate the guilt of the whole 
human race^ original and actual^ by the merit, 
death, and sufferings^ of^the man so united to the 
Godhead. This atonement was the end of the 
incarnation : And the two articles reciprocate ^ 
for an incarnation is implied and presupposed in 
the Scripture doctrine of atonement, as the neces- 
sary means in the end : For if satisfaction was to 
he made to Divine justice for the sins of men, by 
vicarious ohedieiice and Vicarious sufferings, in 
«tieh a way ( and in no other way could it be con- 
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ststent with Dirine wisdom) as might attach tlic^ 
pardoned offender to God's cierTice^ upon a pria-- 
ciple of love and gratitude^ it was essential ta 
this plan, that Ood himself should take a princi* 
, pal part in all that his justice require to be done 
|ind suffered^ to make room for his mercj ; and 
the divine nature itself being incapable of suffer- 
ing, it was necessary, to the scheme of pardon, 
that the Godhead should condescend to unite to 
itself the nature capable. 

For, make the supposition, if you please, that? 
after the fall of Adam another perfect man had 
been created : Suppose that this perfect man had 
fulfilled all righteousness, — that, like our Lordy 
he had been exposed to temptations of Satan far 
more powerful than those to which our first pa*" 
rents yielded ; and that^ like our Lord, he had 
baffled Satan in every attempt : Suppose this per- 
fect man had consented to offer up his own life as 
a ransom for other lives forfeited^ and to suffer 
in his own person the utmost misery a creature 
could be made to suffer, to avert punishmeot 
from Adam, and from Adam's whole posterity, — 
the life he would have had to offer would have 
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been but the life of one ; the lives forfeitecf v^ett 
many. Could one life be a ransom for more 
than one ? Could the sufferings of one single 
man^ upon any principle upon which public jus- 
tice may exact and accept vicarious punishment^ 
expiate the guilt of more than one other man ? 
Could it expiate the apostacy of millions } It 
is true^ that in human governments the punish- 
ment of a few is sometimes accepted as a satis- 
faction for the offence of many ; as in military 
punishments^ when a regiment is decimated. 
But the cases will bear no comparison. The 
regiment has perhaps deserved lenity by former 
good serviced ; which in the case betVi^een God 
and man cannot be alleged. The satisfaction 
of the tenth man goes to no farther effect than a 
pardon for the other nine of the single indivi- 
dual crime that is passed : The law remains in 
force; and the nine^ who for that thne escape^ 
continue subject to its rigour^ and still liable to 
undergo the punishment^ if the offence should be 
repeated. But such is the exuberance of mercy 
in man's redemption^ that the expiation extends 
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inany tbat are yet to come. 1!!he severity of the 
law itself is mitigatc^d ; the handwriting of or- 
dinances is blotted out ; and duty thenceforward 
^1 exacted upon a principle qf fillowanpe for hu- 
man frailty. An^ who will have the fojly or 
.|he hardiness to say> that the suffering virtue qf 
one mere man would have been a sufficient price 
for such a pi^rdpn I \t must be added^ that when 
human authority accepts ap in^dequat^ satisfac- 
tion for offepces involving multitudes^ the lenity, 
in many cases^ arises fron^ a policy founded on a 
prudent estimation of the fmperfpction of power 
in human government^ w^icb might sustain a 
diminution of its strength by (faq lo^s of nifmbersr. 
But God hath no need of the wicl(^4 ni^Q ; it 
would be no diminution pf strength to his go- 
vernment if 1^ wof Id should perish : It is there- 
fore from pure mercy that he eve^r spares. The 
disobedience of pur first parents was nothing less 
than a confederacy with the apostate spirit against 
^he sovereign authority of God : And if such 
offenders are spared bv such a sovereign^ it must 
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be in a way which shall unite the perfecfion of 
mercj with the perfection of justice ; for in God 
mercy and justice must equally be perfect. 

Siuce^ then^ one mere man could make no ex*- 
piation of the sins of myriads^ make^ if you 
please^ another supposition. Suppose an angel 
bad undertaken for us^ — had desired to assume 
our mortal natur^e^ and to do and suffer for us^ 
what^ done and suffered by a maui we have found 
would h^ve been inadequate. Wfe shall then 
have the life of one incarnate angel, still i^ single 
life, a ransom for myriads of men's Hires forfeited ; 
and the merit and sufferings of one angel to eom- 
pensate the guilt of myriads of men^ and to bean 
equivalent for their punishment. I fear the 
amended supposition has added little or nothing 
to the value of the pretended satisfaction. What- 
iever reverence may be due from man in his pre- 
sent condition upon earth to the holy angels as 
his superiors, what are they in the sight of God ? 
Th^^re nothing better now than the glorified 
saint9 in heaven will hereafter be; and ''God 
(charges even his angels with foUy^ and the hea- 
vens are oQt pure in his sight/* 
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But admit that either a perfect man or an in« 
Parnate angel had been able to pay the forfeit 
for us ; and suppose that the forfeit had been 
paid by a person thus distinct and separate from 
the Godhead : What effect would have been 
produced^ by a pardon so obtained^ in the mind 
of the pardoned ofiender? Joy^ no doubts for 
^n unexpected deliverance from impending ven* 
geance^ — love for the person^ man or angel^ who 
bftd wrought the deliverance^ — remorse^ that his 
crimes had involved another's innocence in mi- 
sery ; but certainly no attachment to the service 
of the sovereign. The deliverer might have 
been loved ; but the Being whose justice exacted 
the satisfaction would have remained the object 
•f mete fear, unmixed with love, or rather of 
fear mixed with aversion. Pardon thus obtained 
siever could have inflamed the repentant sinner's 
bosofld with that love of God which aliime can 
qualUy an intelligent creature for the enjoyment 
of the Creator's presence. This leould only be 
effected hy the wonderful scheme in whicli Mercy 
and Truth, are made to kisi^ eack other, — ^wben 
the same God who in ^le fenm e%Ml» the pu- 
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ni^linient^ in another himself sustains it; and 
thus makes his own merctf pay the satisfaction to 
his own justice. 

So essential was the incarnation of the Son of 
Ood to the effectual atonement of man's guilt 
l>y the shedding of his blood. On the other 
hand^ the need there was of such atonement is 
the only cause that can be assigned which could, 
induce the Son of God to stoop to be made man : 
For had the instruction of man, as some have 
dreamed^ been the only purpose of our Saviour's 
comings a mere man might have been impowered 
to execute the whole business; for whatever 
knowledge the mind of man can be made to com* 
prebend^ a mao might be made the instrument to 
convey. 

This inseparable and necessary connexion with 
itie doctrine of atonement constitutes an essential 
^ifierenee between the awful mystery of the in- 
carnation in the Christian system^ and Ijiose ava-- 
tars in the superstitious religion of the Indian 
Brahmin which have been compared with it^ 
tmt in which it is profenely mimicked rather 
than imitated. Yet the comparison is not ua^ 
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fouoded^ uor without its us^, if it h€ conducted 
teith due reVer^nceand circums^pection. In tbos6 
impious incohereDt fables^ as in aill the Pagaik 
mytbolofgy, and in the very worst of the Pagan 
rites^ vestiges are discernible of the history^ th6 
revelations^ and the rites of the earliest of tht 
patriarchal ages ; and thus the worst con^uptions 
of idolatry may be bronight to bear an indirect 
testimony to the truth of retelationr. But we 
must be cautious^ that^ in making the compari- 
son^ wt mistake not a hideously distorted picture 
for a flattered likenesd— a disfigured for an em* 
bellished copy ; lest we be inadvertently and in*^ 
sensibly reconciled to the impure and blasphe- 
mous fictions of idolatry — to her obscene and sa- 
vage ritesV as nothing worse than elegant adum^ 
brations of sacred truth in significant allegory. 
In the numerous successive incarnations of 
Veeshnu^ the Deity is embodied for subordinate 
and partial purposes^ altogether' unworthy of 
that manner of interference. The incarnation of 
Christ was for a purpose wfaith God 6nly could 
accomplish^ and God himself could siccomplish 
in no other way : It wm for the »ecution of a 
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[)ldh wbicb Divine wisdom could alone coktriVid 
' — Divine love and Almighty power could alone 
effect : It was to rescue those from endless mi^ 
sery whom Divine justice (which^ because it ii 
mere and very justice; must be inflexible) de- 
msinded fbr it^ victim^* 

It is therefore with great truth and reason that 
St John sets forth this as the cardinal doctrine 
of Christianity i idsomtich^ that he speaks of the 
belief of thift article as the accomplishment of 
our Christian watfare^— the attainment at least 
of that faith ;^hicli with cei^tainty overcometh 
the world. '' This/* he says, '' is the victory 
which overcometh the worlds eten our fkith/' 
Then he adds — '^ who is he thai overcometh 
the worlds but he that believeth that Jesus is the 
Son of God ? " '' Son of God '' is a title that 
belongs to bur Lord in his human character, de- 
scribing him as that hian who became the Son of 
God by union with the Godhead ; as '' Son of 
Man/* oii the contrary, is a title which belongs 
to the Eternal Word, describipg that persoii 6f 
the Godhead who was made man by uniting him-> 
self to the Man Jesus. Td believe^ therefore!;; 
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tbaf Jesius is the Son of God^ is to belieye t}iat 
jiej^ God himself incarnate. This^ the apostle 
s^ys, is the fi^ith which overcometh the world ; 
inspiring the Christian with fortitude to surmount 
the temptations of the worlds in whatever shape 
they may assail him. On the other hand^ the 
denial of this great truths so animating t6 the 
believer^s hopes^ he represents asi the beginning 
of that apostacy which is to come to its height 
in the latter ages^ as one of the characters of 
Antichrist. ''Ye have heard/' he says, '' that 
Antichrist shall come: Even now there are 
many Antichrists. Who is a liar, but he that 
denieth that Jesus is the Christ ? He is Antichrist, 
denying the Father and the Son/' And again, 
*' Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ 
is come in the flesh, is of God ; and every spirit 
that confessefli not that Jesus Christ is come in 
the flesh, is not of God : And this is that spirit 
of Antichrist whereof ye have heard that it should 
come, and now already is it in the world/' ^' The 
Christ*' is a name properly alluding to the inau- 
guration of the Redeemer to his triple oflice of 
prophet, pi:iesi, and king, by the unction from 
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above : But in the phraseology of the heretics of 
the apostolic age^ it was used as a name of that 
Divine Being with whom we maintain but they 
denied an union of the Man Jesus. To deny 
therefore that Jesus is the Christy was^ in their 
sense of the word " Christ," to deny that he i^ 
the Son of Qod, or God himself incarnate. He 
that denieth this^ says the apostle, is a liar^ and 
IS Antichrist. Two remarkable sects of these 
lying Antichrists arose in the apostles' days, — 
the sect of the Cerinthian heretics, who denied 
the divinity of our Saviour; and the sect of the 
Docetas, who 4^Died his manhood, maintaining 
that the body of Jesus, and every thing he ap- 
peared to do and suffer in it, was mere illusion. 
Thus, both equally denied the incarnation ; both 
therefore equally were liars and Antichrists : 
' And to give equal and direct contradiction to the 
lies of both, St John delivers the truth in these 
terms, that ^' Jesus is the Christ come in the 
flesh." 

In my text, the apostle having stated the doc- 
trine in the preceding verse, gives a brief sum- 
mary of the irresistible evidence by which it is 
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fconfirmed to us ; which he opens more distinctl/j 
but still in very few comprehensive words^ in th^ 
two subsequent verses. The evidence is such a,ii 
must command the assent of all who understand 
the component parts of it ; and these parts are 
intelligible to all who are well instructed in their 
Bibles : So that^ of all evidence^ at the same time 
that it is the most profound^ it seems to be the 
most popular^ and the best calculated to work a 
general convicltion. It is much to be lamented 
that this evidence has been totally overlooked by 
those who^ with much ostentation of philological 
learning which they possessed^ and of metaphy- 
sical which they possessed not^ have coniposed 
laboured demonstrationa (as they presume id call 
them ) of natural and revealed religioo^-^-^ntoit- 
strattons which have made^ I fear^ more infidels 
than converts. The apostle's demonstration pro- 
ceeds thus : In the verse preceding my text^ he 
states his proposition (though not for the first 
time ), that '' Jesus is the Son of God : '* Then hd 
adds — ^' This is he that came by water and bloody 
Jesus the Christ ; — not by the water only^ but by 
the M^ater and the blood ; ' ' that is^ this is he who in 
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(he fulness of the time is come^ according to tfi^ 
early premise df bis comings Jesus^ by water and 
blood proved t^ be the Christi— not by the water 
only, but by the wat6r add the blood. That this 
is the true eitpdsrtion of tfie text^ — that the coming 
by water ahd bloody as our public translation 
gites the passage^ is coming with the evidence 
of the water and the bloody proving that hi was 
the Cbrist^-^appears from the distiti<!^t ^j^plication 
which immediately follows of the' whole evidence, 
df which the water and thci blood make principal 
parts. For thtis the apostle proceeds : ^' And 
the spirit beareth i^^itness (or ntore literally, the 
spirit (s k thing witnessing), because the spirit is 
tifuth." The word ^'spirit*' efignifies here, as 
in many other places; the gift of tongues, and 
other extraordinary endowments, preternaturalljr 
conferred by the agency of the Spirit, not on the 
apostles only, but on believers in general in the 
aipostolic age. When the word signifies the Di- 
vine person, the epithet Holy i^ usually joined 
with it. This spirit is a ''thing witnessing,^' 
besides the water and the blood, because thi!i 
'' spirit is truths'' It is the completion of a pro'^ 
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mise : These extraordinary gifts of the Spirit^ 
consisting in an improyement of the faculties of 
the mind for the apprehension of divine truths 
and in enlargements of its command over the 
bodily organs (as in the gift of tongues) for 
the propagation of it^ were an evident completion 
of the promise given by our Lord to the apostles^ 
expressly in the character of the Son of God, 
that after his return to the Father he vi^ould send 
the Spirit to lead them into all truth. These 
gifts^ therefore^ the fuliilment of that promise, 
i^ere the truth making good the words ; which 
iruth proved the sincerity and veracity of the 
giver of the promise^ and established his preten- 
sions. Thus, this spirit^ because it was truth, 
was a thing bearing witness together with the 
water and the blood. 

The apostle goes on : '^ For there are three 
which bear record in heaven (i. e. there are three 
in heaven which bear record), — the Father, the 
Word, and the Holy Ghost ; and these three arc 
t)nc. And there are three that bear witness in 
the earth,— the spirit, and the water, and the 
blood ; and these three agree in one.*' 
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I shall not enter into argument in defence of 
the verse containing the testimony of the Three 
in heaven. It has indeed of late years been 
brought under suspicion; and the authenticity 
of it has beeq given up by men of great learning 
and unquestioned piety> even among the orthodox. 
But I conceive that the exposition which I shall 
give of the entire passage will best vindicate the 
sincerity of the text as it stands^ against the ex- 
ceptions of an over-subtle criticism in these late 
ages^ contradicting the explicit testimony of St 
Jerome^ that critical reviser of the Latin version 
in the fourth century^ or^ at the latest^ in the 
very beginning of the fifths corroborated, as it is 
by the citations of still earlier fathers. 

'^ 'Riere are three/* says the apostle (for these 
Z assume as his genuine words )^ ^' There are 
three in heaven that bear record^ "^—fccord to 
this fact, that Jesus is the Christ, — '^ the Father, 
the Word, and the Holy Ghost/* The Father 
bare witness byhisf^wn voice from heaven, twice 
declaring Jesus his beloved Soti,— firsts after his 
baptism, when he came up out of the river ; and 
again at the transfiguration : A third time the 
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Father bare witness^ when he sent his angel to 
Jesus in agony in the garden. The Ekernal Word 
bare witness^ by the fulness of the Godhead dwel- 
*)tQg in Je^usbodily> — by that plenitude of strength 
and power with which he was supplied for the 
performance of his miracles^ and the endurance 
in his frail and mortal body of the fire of the 
^Father's wrath : The Word bare witness, — perr 
bap& more indirectly,— *stiU the Word bare wifc- 
ness, by the preternatural darkqess which for 
three hours obscured the sun, while Jesus hung 
jn torment upon the cross, — in the quaking of the 
earth, the rending of the rocks, and the opening 
of the graves, to liberate the bodies of the saints 
which appeared in the holy city after our Lord's 
resurrection : For these extraordinary cpnyul- 
siona qf the material wprld ipust be ascribed 
tp tl^at power by which Go4 in t^ beginning 
created it, and still directs the course Qf it,-^that 
if^ to the immediate act of thfi Word ; for '^ by 
htm all things we|e ma^e^ and he upholdetb all 
things by the Worji qf hi^ own power." The 
|IoIy Ghost bare fitness, by the acknowledgr 
inent of the infimt Jesus, made^ by th^inipir^oo 
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of the Holy Spiriti by the mouths of his servant^ 
imd instruments Simeon and Anna; and mor^ 
directly, by his visible descent upon the adult 
Jesus at his baptism^ and upon the apostles of 
Jesu& after the ascension of their Lord. Thus 
the Three in heaven bare viritness ; and these three, 
the apostle adds, are ope, — one in thp unity of 
a consentient testitiony ; for that unity is all that 
is requisite to the purpose of the apostle's pre- 
sent argument. It is remarkable, however, that 
he describes the unity of the testimony of the 
ibtee celestial and^the three terrestrial witnesses 
^n different terms, — I conceive for this reason, 
Qf the l^'tter more could not be said with truth 
than that they ^^ agree in one ; " for they are not 
one in nature and substance : But the Three 19 
heaven being in substance and io nature one, he 
asserts the agreement of their testimony in terms 
which predicate thejr substantial unity, in which 
the consent of testiniony is necessarily included ; 
lest, if he applied no higher phrase ^0 them thap 
to the terrestrial witnesses, he might seem tacitly 
tQ qualify and lower his own doctrine* He goes, 
on : " And there are three in earth that beaj 
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iiritoess^— ^tbe spirit, and the water, and the blood ; 
add these three agree in one." 

Having thus detailed the particulars of the evi- 
dence, the apostle closes this part of his argu- 
ment with these words : ^* This is the witness of 
God ; " that is^ this testimony, made up of six 
several parts, the witness of three witnesses id 
heaven, and the witness of three witnesses in earth, 
— this, taken altogether, is " the witness of God 
which he halh testified of his Son." 

The spirit here, in the eighth verse, as well as 
in mj text, is evidently to be ^understood of the 
gifts preternaturally conferred upon believers. 
But what is the water, and what is the blood, 
produced as two other terrestrial witnesses > 
what is their deposition, and what is its effect and ' 
amount ? 

No one who recollects the circumstances of 
the crucifixion, as they are detailed in St John's 
Gospel, can for a moment entertain a doubt that 
the water and the blood mentioned here as wit- 
nesses!, are the water and the blood which issued 
from the Redeemer's side, when his body, al- 
ready dead, was pierced by a soldier with a spear. 
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But bow were these witnesses ? and what did tbey 
attest ? Firsts it is to be observed^ that the 
stream^ not of blood aloue^ but of water with the 
bloody was something preternatural and mtracu*- 
lous ; for St John dwells upon it with, earnest 
reiterated asseveration^ as a thing so wonderful 
that the explicit testimony of an eye-witness was 
requisite to make it credible ; and yet of great, 
importance to be accredited as a main foundation 
of faith. '' One of the soldiers/' the evangelist 
S9.itb^ ^^ with a spear pierced his side ; ^nd forth- 
with came there out blood and water. And he 
that saw it bare record ; and his record is true ; 
and he knoweth that he saith true^ that ye might 
believe.'' When a man accompanies the asser- 
tion of a fact with this declaration^ that he was 
an eye-witness^ — that what he asserts he himself 
l^elieves to be true^*^that he was under no decep- 
tion at the time^ — that he not only believes but 
knows the fact to be true^ from the certain in-^ 
formation of his own senses^ — that he is anxious 
for the sake of others that it should be believed^ 
— he certainly speaks of something extraordinary 
and hard to be believed^ and yet in his judgment 
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Oi( great importance. The piercing of our j^a- 
vionr'ft side with a spear^ and the not breaking 
of his legs^ though that piece of cruelty was 
usually practised among the Romans in the exe- 
cution of that horrible punishment which it was 
our Lord's lot to undergo^ had been facts of 
great importance^ though nothing had issued 
|Vom the wound ; because^ as the evangelist ob- 
serves^ they were the completion of two very re- 
Ittarkable prophecies concerning the Messiah's 
sufferings : But there was nothing in either^ in 
the doing of the one or the not doing of the other^ 
sipi lUuch out of the common course as to be dif-* 
ficult of belief. The streaming of the blood 
from a wound in a body so lately dead that the 
blood might well be supposed to be yet fluids 
would have been nothing remarkable. The ex- 
traordinary circumstance must have been the 
flowing of the water with the blood. Some mpn 
of learning have imagined that the water which 
issued in this instance with the blood was the 
fluid with which the heart in its natural situation 
in the human body is surro^nded. Thh, chemists 
perhaps may class among the watery fluids ; bc- 
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mg aeitter viBCOU^ like an oii^ nor inflammable 
like spifitsi nor elastie or volatile like an air or 
ether : It differs^ however, remarkably from 
plain water, h^ anatomists assert, in tbe colour 
. and other qualities : Andf that this fluid should , 
issue with the blood of thie heart, when a sharp 
weapon had divided the membranes which enclose 
itj as the spear must have done before it reached 
the heart, had been nothing more extraordinarjr 
than that blood by itself should have issued at a 
wound in any other part. Besides, in the detail 
of a fact narrated with so much earnestness to 
gain belief, the evangelist must be supposed to 
speak with the most scrupulous precision, and 
to call 6 very thing by its name. The water, 
therefore, which he says he saw streaming from 
the wound, was as truly water as the blood was 
blood ; the pure element of water, — transpareht, 
colourless, insipidj inodorous water. And here 
is the miracle, 'that pure water, instead of the 
fluid of the pericardium in its natural stated 
should have issued with the blood from a wound 
in the region of the heart. This pure water and 
^ blood coming forth together, are two of th$ 
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^hree terrestrial witnesses whose testimoiij is«s<» 
efficacious^ ia St John's judgment. For the confirr 
mation of our faith. 

But how do thii^ water iiod this hlood hear 
witness that the crucified Jesus was tb^ Christ S 
Water and blood were the indispensible in^trut 
ments of cleansing and expiation in all the. clean- 
sings and expiations of the law. */^ Almost all 
things/' saith St Paiil^ /^ are by the law purged 
with blood; and without sheading of blood 
there is no remission/' But the purgation was 
pot by blood only^ but by blood and water ; for 
the same apostle says — '' When Moses had spo- 
ken every precept to ^11 the people according 
to the law^ he tpol^ the blood of calves and of 
goats^ with water^ and sprinkled both the book 
and all the people/' All the pleansiogs and ex- 
piations of the law^ by wate^ and animal blood, 
were typical of the real cleansing of the con- 
science by the water of baptisni^ and of the ex^^ 
piation nf f'cal guilt by the, b]oqd of Christ sjied 
upon the cross^ and virtually taken and received 
\>y the faithful in the Lord's supper. The flowr 
ing therefore of this waiter m\d th(s bloody vfir*. 
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tti^diateiy upon our Lord's deaths from the wound 
opened' in his side^ was a notification to the gur<^ 
rounding multitiide^^ though at the time under- 
stood hy fewi that the real expiation was now 
complete^ and the cleansing fount set open.— *0 
Wond^erful ethihition of the goodness and seve- 
rity of God ! It is the ninth hour^ and Jesus^ 
strong to- the last* in suff^ring^ commending his 
Spirit to ihe Father^ exclaims with a Icnid voice 
that ''^ it is finished/- bows bis anointed head> 
end renders up the ghbst ! Nature is .Convulsed * 
earth trembles ! the< sanctuary^ that type of 
the heaven of heav^ns^ is suddenly and forcibly 
thrown dpfen ! the tombs are bor si ! Jesus 
hangs up6n thci cross a corpse ) and lo the 
foubtaini wbicb^ according'to the prophet^ was 
this day to be Set open 'for sin and for pollutioui 
is seen' suddenly springing from his wound !— ^ 
Who^ contemplating Only in imagination the 
mysterious awful scene^ exclaims not with the 
centurion — '^ Truly this was the Son of God ! *^ 
'- — truly he was the Christ I 

Thus I have endeavoured to explain bow the 
%fiter and the bloody together with the spirit/ 
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ftr6 witnesacft upon earth to e«tablifili the faitttf 
which ^OTercometh the world. Much reaiains 
untouched ; but the time forbids me to proceed. 
Ooe thing onlj I must add^ — that the ftitfa whicfa 
oTerconeth the world consists not in the inyo- 
luntary jAsent of the mind to historical evidence ; 
nor in its assent^ perhaps still .more; inyoluiitarj, 
to the conclusions of ar^um^at from fa^ti proved 
and adiMltod. All thi$ knowledge wd all tiiis 
undersiaitding. thff devill possesSj yet have not 
fdith ; 9mA, bdievjng witliout f<|itlb |thejrtremble» 
Faith is dot merely n speculative but a praetkat 
acknowMgnient of J^us as tlie Christy — an ef« 
fort «nd asoAiOn of t\Kt, mkid toward God ; when , 
the sinner, conviMed of sip^ accepts with thank* 
fulness the proflTered tersis of pardon^ • ^nd ttt^ 
humble ooofidence applying individually to self 
the benefit of the general atpneoieot^ m the ele^ 
vated language of a venerable iather. of the 
efaurchj drinks of tb^ stream which flows from 
the Rtdeemer's wpuiided side. T4ie. effect i^j 
that in a little he is fil)ed with that perfect love 
of God wbioh cwteth out fear^ — he cleaves to 
€rod with the entiiFe affection of the soul. And 
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from this active lively faith^ overcoming thd 
Worlds subduing carnal self, all these good works 
do necessarily springs which God hath before 
iirdained that we should walk in them. 
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SERMON X. 



lu&E^ iv. 18, 19. 

" llie Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anoinferf 
me to preach the gospel to the poor ; he hath 9eot me to^ 
heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the cap^ 
ti?es, and recoyertng of sight to the blind, — to- set at li* 
berty them that are braised,-^o preach the acceptable 
year of the Lord.^* * 

JL'T was, as it should seem, iipo» our Saviour^ 
first appearance ki the synagogue at Nazareth, 
the residence of his family, in the character of a 
public teacher, that to the astonishment of that 
assembly, where he was known dnijr as the car- 
penter^s son, he applied to himself that remark- 
able passage of Isaiah which the cTangelist re- 
cites in the words of my text, '^ This day,** said 
our Lord, ^' is this scripture fulfilled in youp 

* Preached before the Society for ProntDtiog Christkui^ 
Knowledge, June 1. 1703. 
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«ars.^* The phrase '* this day" is not, I think, 
to be understood of that particular Sabbath-daj 
upon \vhich he undertook to expound this pro^ 
phetie teit 16 the meri of Nazareth ; nor " jour 
ears," of the ears of the individual congregation 
assembled at the time withki the walls of that 
particular synagogue. The expressions are td 
be taken according to the usual latitude. of com- 
mon speech, — *^ this day," for the whole time 
of our Lord's appearance in the flesh, or at least 
for the whole season of bisr public ministry ; and 
'' your ears," for the ears of ''all you inhabitants 
of Judea and Galilee who now hear my doctrine 
and see ray miracles." Our Lord aflSrms, that in 
his works and in his daily preaching, his coun-^ 
trymen might discern the full completion of this 
prophetic text ; inasmuch a^s he was the person 
Upon whom the Spirit of Jehovah was,— ^whom 
Jehovah had anointed '' to preach the gospel tor 
the poor, "— ^whom Jehovah liad sent *' to heal 
the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the^ 
captives, and recovering of sight to the blind>— * 
to set at liberty them that are bruised,— *and tp^ 
preach the acceptable year of the Lord#" 
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^oue bu| ao inattentive deader of the Bible 
tan suppose that these wor4s were spoken hy the 
prophet Isaiah of himself. Isaiah had a portion 
without doubt, but a portion only^ of the Divine 
Spirit. In any sense Jo which the Spirit of Je- 
lM>vah was upon the prophet^ it was more emi- 
nently upon him who received it not by measure. 
The prophet Isaiah restored not^ that we koow^ 
apy blind man to his sight ; he delivered no cap- 
tive from his chain. He predicted indeed the 
restoration of the Jews from the Babylonian cap->» 
th^tj;^— their jBnal i^estor^tion from their present 
dispersion^ — and the restoration of man from the 
worse captivity of sin : But he never took upon 
him to proclaim the actual commencement of the 
season of liberation ; which is the thing properly 
implied in the phrase of ^' preaching deliverance 
to the captives/' To the brokenhearted he ad- 
QMnistered no other balm than the distant hc^f 
of one who in futute times should bear their sor- 
ro|¥s ; nor ^^e the poor of his own time parti- 
cularly int^ested iq his preaching.* The cha- 
racters^ thei'efore^ which the speaker seemi to as- 
sume in this pisopbetic text, aw of two fcinds^--^ 
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Mich as are in no sense answered by my knowiH 
circumstance in the life and character of IsaiaK 
or of any o/her personage of the ancient Jewish 
history^ but in every sense, literal and figurative/ 
of which the terms are capable, ^PP^y ^^ Christ ; 
and such' as might in some degree be answered 
tn the prophet's charitcteri' but not otherwise 
Ihaiwas his office bore a subordinate relati<>ji. to 
Cbfist's office, and his predictions tp Christ's 
prea,ching:. It is a ^4i^g well known to all who 
hav6 been jonversaai; in I^iah*» wj^iljings, that 
many of his prophecies ara conceive^ in th^ foroi: 
of draipaati^ diajioguesj in which the usual person9 
of the. sacred piece ace Ood the Father^j the Mes- 
siahy Uie* prophet hi^ooseifj and a chorus of the 
faithful : But it is left to the reader to. disco ver^ 
by the matter spoken, how many of these speak- 
ers ar^ introduced, and to which speaker each 
part ^f the discourse belongs,. It had been rea^ 
i^onable therefore to suppose, that this, like many 
other passages, is delivered in the person of the 
Messiah, had our Lord's authority been wanting' 
for the application of the prophecy to himself. 
.Fx)Uoi^ilig' the express authority of our Lord, ia 



Digitized by 



Google 



the applkation of this prophecy to him^ we migtit 
have spared the use of any other argument/ werfe 
it not that a new form of infidelity of "fate hath 
reared its hideous head ; which^ carrying on an 
impious opposition to the genuine faitb^ under 
the pretence of reforihatioft, in its affected zeal 
to purge the Christian doctrine of I kocfw not 
what corruptions^ aftd to restore our crfied to 
wbat it holds forth as the primitive standard,-^ 
tinder that infatuation which by the just judg^ 
ment of God ever clings to 8elf*snffi(iient folly, 
pretends to have discovered inaccuracies in out 
Lord's own doctrine; and scruples not -to pro- 
nounce him not merely a man, btit a man pec- 
cable and fallible in that degree as to have mis-*- 
quoted and misapplied the prophecies of the Old 
Testament. In this instance our great Lord and 
Master defies the profane censures of the doctors 
of that impious school. This text, reiferfed to 
its original place in the book of Isaiah^ is evi- 
dently the opening of a prophetic dialogue ; and 
in the particulars of the character described in 
it, it carries its own internal evidence of its ne- 
cessary reference to our Lord, and justifiei^ h4s' 
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^plication of it to.biipself ; — as ^iii farther ap-« 
pear^ from a more particular exposition. 

*' The Spirit of the Lord is upon rae/' or " over 
me/'. The expression implies a superiority and 
control of the Divine Spirit^ — the Spirit's goverri- 
vai&A and guidance of the man^ and the man's en-r 
tire submissions in the. prosecution of the work he 
had ia hand^ io the Spirit's direction. 

^' The Spirit of the Lord is upon me^ because 
he hath anointed me/* Under the law^ the three 
great offices of prophet> priest^ and king^ were 
conferred by .the ceremony of anointing the per* 
son. The unction of our Lord was the descent 
of the Holy Ghost upon him at hi,s baptism. 
This was analogous to the ceremony of anointingj^ 
as it was a mark publicly exhibited^ '' that God 
had anointed him^'' to use St Peter's expressions^ 
^' with the Holy Ghost and with power." 

It will seem nothing strange that Jesus^ who 
was himself God^ should derive authority from 
the unction of that Spirit which upon other oc- 
casions he is said to give^ and that he should be 
under the Spirit's direction^ — if it be remembered 
fbat our Lord was as truly man as he was truly 
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sorbed in the other^ but both remained rd thetn^ 
selves perfect^ notwithstanding the union of the 
two in one person. The Divine Word, to which 
the humanity was united, was not, as some ancient 
heretics imagined, instead of a soul to inform the 
body of the man ; for this could not have been, 
without a diminution of th^ divinity, which upon 
this supposition must have become obnoxious tq 
all the perturbations of the human souI> — to the 
passions of grief, fear, anger, pity, joy, hope, and 
disappoiqtment,— to all which our Lord, without 
sin, yas liable. The human nature in our Lord 
was complete in both its parts, consisting of a 
))ody and a rational soul. The rational soul of 
our Lord's human nature was a distinct thing 
from the principle of divinity to which it was 
united ; and being so distinct, like the souls of . 
other men, it owed the right use of its faculties, 
in the exercise of them upon religious subjects, 
and its uncorrupted rectitude of will, to the in- 
fluence of the Holy Spirit of God. Jesus indeed 
*f was anointed with this holy oil above his fel- 
fows ; " inasmuch as the intercourse was uiyfiter- 
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%apited^ the illuinination by infinite dej^rett mpf^ 
fuU^ and the consent and submiMion M thd 
part of the man more perfect^ than in any of tho 
flons of Adam ; insomuch that he alone^ of all 
jthe human race, by th^ strength and light im- 
parted from above, was exempt from sin, and 
rendered superior to tempiation. To him the 
Spirit was given not by measure. The uomea* 
sufed infusion of the Spirit into the Redeemer's 
soul was not the means but the effect of its union 
to the second person of the Godhead. An union 
^f which this had been die means had differed 
only in degree from that which is in some degree 
the privilege of every true believer,-— -whichin an 
eminent degree was the privilege of the apostles, 
)vho, by the visible descent of the Holy Ghost 
upon them on the day of Pentecost, were in some 
«ort^ like their Lord, anointed with the unction 
from on high. But in him the natures were 
united ; and the uninterrupted perfect commerce 
of his human soul with the Divine Spirit was 
the effect and the privilege of that mysterious 
conjunction. 
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/' The Spirit of the Lord is upon me^ bctcaua^ 
he hath anointed roe to preach the gosplsl/' — To 
preach the gospel. ^ The -original word which 
is expressed in ourEnglih Bibles bj the word 
^' gospel," signifies good news, a joyful message, 
or glad tidings ; and our English word ^^ gos- 
pel/' traced to its original in the Teutonic lan^ 
guage^ is found to carry precisely the same im- 
port, — being a compound of two words, an adjec- 
tive signifying good, and a substantive which 
signifies a tale, message, or declaration. But as 
this signification of the English wordj by the ge? 
neral neglect of the parent language, is pretty 
much forgotten, or remembered only among the 
learned, it may give perspicuity to the tes^t if foe 
the single word ^'gospel '* we substitute the two 
words ^' glad tidings." '^ The Spirit of the Ix)rd 
is upon me^ because he hath anointed me to preach 
glad tidings to the poor ; he hath sent me to heal 
the brokenhearted^ to preach deliverance to th^ 
captives, and recovering of sight to the bliqd^ — 
\o set at liberty them that are bruised, — ^to preach 
||ie acceptable yei^r of the Lofd." ' 
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^ Oor blessed Lord^ in the ce^ue pt bla mbAn^ 
try, restored the sight df the corporeal eje to 
many who were literally blind. By his miraeu- 
lous assistance ia yarioiis instances of worldly 
a£Bietton^ far beyond the reach of any httma» 
aid> he literally healed the broken heart ; as io 
the instance of Jairus^ whose breathless daugh*^ 
ter he revived— of the widow of Nain, whole 
son he restored to her from the coffin— of f ho 
fomily of liazarus^ whom he raised from the 
grave — of the Syrophoenician woman^ whose 
young daughter he rescued from possession — and 
of many othe^ sufferers^ whose several cases time 
would fail me to recount. We read not^ howr 
ever^ that during his life on earth he literatly 
opened the doors of any earthly prison for the 
enlargement of the captive^ or that in any instance 
he literally released the slave or the convict from 
the burden of the galling chain. It is probable, 
therefore, that all these expressions, of '^ the 
poor, the brokenhearted, the captive, the blind, 
l^nd the bruised," carry something of a mystic 
meaning, denoting moral disorders and deficient 
cies under the image of natural talamities and 

TOL. I. Q 
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iniperfectioDS ; and that the variouf benefits of 
iredemption are described under the notion of re- 
medies applied to . those natural ajQIictions and 
distempers. Jn this fi^rative sense^ the poor 
are not those vfho are destitute of jthi? world's 
riches ; but those who before our jU>rd's apr 
pearance in the flesh were poor in religious 
treasure^ without any clear knowledge of the 
true QoA, of their own duty here^ and pf their 
hope hereafter, — the whole heathen wQrJd, des- 
titute of the light of revelation. To them our 
Locd preached the glad tidings of life and iro-r 
mtirtality. The brokenhearted are sinners, no( 
hardened in their sins, hut desponding under a < 
sense of guilt, without a hope of expiation. These 
broken hearts the Jledeemer healed^ by making 
the atonement, and by declaring the means and 
the terms of reconciliation. The capti?es are 
they who were in bondage to the law of sin, do-, 
mineering in their member^, and ovcrpowerii^ 
the will of the conscience and the rational fa- 
culty. The blind are the devout but erring 
Jews of our Lord's days, blind to the spiritual 
sense of the symbols of their ritual law. The 



Digitized by 



Google 



«11 

bruised are Ae ^anie Jews^ bmiied io tfaeir con* 
sciences by tbe galling fetters of &< religion of 
^ct^ndl ordinances^ ^Wbom: onr Lord ralevsed hy 
tbe promiiigation of bis perfeet law^f lij^eitf. 
Bat iKitwitbstanding tbat ibe expressiOds in my 
text may easily bear^ and in tbe intention of the 
inqiiring l^irit> certainly^ I tbinky involved tliis 
mystic meaning, yet since tbepropfaecyi in some 
of tbese particulars^ >bad a litei^ accomplisb- 
ment in our Lord's miracles^ tbe literal meaning 
iJB^ by no means to be Excluded. Indeed^ wben of 
botb meanings of a prophet's phrase^ the literal 
and tbe figuratiye^ either seems clearly and equally 
admissible^ the true rule of interpretation seems 
to be^ that the phrase is to be understood in 
both. This seems a clear conclusion from the 
very nature of our Lord's miracles^ which^ for 
the most part^ vrere actions distinctly symbolical 
of one or other of the spiritual benefits^ of the 
redemption. As such^ they were literal com* 
pletions of the prophecies ; taking the place^ as 
it were^ of the prophecies so completed ; pointing 
to another latent meanings and to a higher com- 
pletion ; and thus forming a strict and wonderful 
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{irophetic luDguage. 

This tfiKt ia mt the 00)7 paauige in the pro^r 
phetiQ wiiitings io which the preachmg of gkd 
lidings to the poor is mentioned as a principal 
liraqi^h of the Messiahlt office. That in the 
«zpo>iti6i| of thesct proph<)ciea the %itm|iYe 
sense of the expresaioii is iiot to exclude the li»- 
feraU is evideiit fr<>m thia consi^fif s^tioifj, that thi( 
^iseovevies of the Ghcktian revdatien are io fact 
fiinpbati^aUjr glad Udings to thepoiur, in %ha Ur 
leral a/eoeptation. of the word^rrrto those w^ 
pe destitute of worldly riches. To those who, 
from their present qonditipn, might he lil^Iji to 
thinly themselves forsakmi of their Mal^err-^to, 
doubt whether they ewted fof any othef purpoie 
thao*tp inipister to the superfiuaiis fi^^yments 
of the higher ran](s of society^ by the seYority of 
|beit own toil,— to persons, in thi« low eonditionj, 
and under t^ese gloomy apprebensicois, was. it 
not ghid tidings to b^ told that they b|id a hope^ 
beyond the infidel's e:ipectatioiu ^ & perpetual 
pessation of sorrow in the grave 3 — hope of il 
^^ Vl»?tt ftll slt^IJf r^€^ to meet ^fo«e ^^cc^n^i 
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wikb another l^«-wheo> if itbout regard to Ae dis^ 
tioetions of this tranftitol^ life^ each man dtall 
receive his {iro^r |>ortion of honour or shame^ 
enjdjmeht or misery^ accdrding to the degree of 
fais moral and reltgiom worth ! — that he fi^oie 
homblfe station elcliidcd him> in this life, froM 
Ate ^odiety and the pleasures of the great (now 
fttllen from their greatness)^ diiall become the 
companion and the felloi^ of angels and of glo<^ 
rified saints i shall stand for erer in the presence 
of his Redeiemer and his Ood> and partake of the 
pleasunes wbith are at Ood's right hand ! 

Again, the discoveries of Christianity werd 
made in a^^tnanner the mdst suited to popular i^ 
^rsheniion; and, for that reason, they were em«- 
phatkally glad tidings to tht poor. Its dhtiei 
iPA not ddiirered in a system built on iMbstract 
Aotioiis of the eternal fitness of thvigs«-^of the! 
tiseful and the fair^ — notiouls not void of truthj 
but intelligible only to minds highly improved 
by long habits of study and rejection. In the 
gospel, the duti^ of man are laid ddWb in short; 
perspicuous^ comprehensive plrecepts, delivered 
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29 Ae cdBinands of Grod^ under the awful sanc^ 
tioDs of etehial rewwdi and puaiftfameato. The 
doctrines of the Christian revelation are not en* 
tnmbered with a long train of argumentative 
proof; which is apt to bewilder the vulgar^ no 
less than it gratifies the learned : Thej are pro- 
pounded to the faith of all^ upon the authority 
of a teacher who came dt>wn from heaven^ '^ to 
speak what be knew^ and testify what he had 
seen/* 

Again^ the poor ace thejr on whom the Chris* 
tian doctrine would most readtljr bike effect* 
Christ's, atooemeiit^ it is true^ hath been made 
for all. The benefits of redemption are* no less 
common to all ranks of society than to all nation» 
of the world ; and upon this ground^ the first 
new^of the Saviour's birth was justly called^ by 
the angels who proclaimed it, '' glad tidings o£ 
great Joy which should be to all people." Every 
situation of life hath its proper temptations and 
its proper duties ; and with the aids which the 
gospel offers^ the temptations of all situations are 
equally surmountable^ and the duties equally 
within the power of the believer's improved 
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strength. It were a derogation from tbe great- 
ness of our Lord's work^ to suppose^ that with 
an equal strength of religious principle once 
, formed^ the attainment of salvation should be 
more precarious in any one rank of life than in 
another. But if we consider the different ranks 
of men^ not as equally religious/ biit as eqtiallj 
without religion (which was the deplorable sitii* 
ation of the world when Christianity made its 
first appearance)^ the poor were the class of men 
among whom the new doctrine was likely to bej 
and actually was^ in the first instance^ the moit 
efficacious. The riches of the worlds and tb^ 
gratifications they afford^ are too apt; when theii^ 
evil tendency is not opposed by a principle of r6- 
ligtoD^ to beget that friendship for the world 
which is enmity with God. The poor^ da the 
oilier hand^ excluded from the hope of worldly 
pleasure^ were likely to listen with the-more at* 
tention to the promise of a distant happiriess i 
and^ exposed to much actual suffering here; they 
wiHold Dfaturally be the most alarmed with the 
appreliensiMf of continuedi and increased s&ffering 
ii) linodier world. Fdr this third reasoni the 
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gof^, up0Q its first publication^ wa^ emph^if^ 
cally '^ glad tidings to the pocrr/' 

From thBse thre^ ccmsid^atioag/ that the gos-^ 
pei^ la the inatt6r> in the Qdaaaer of the dlsc^-^ 
T6rj> and m its relation to the state of mankind ' 
at the tii»e of its p4ibli€atioa> was 'ki fact in a 
peculiar sedse '^ gkd tidings to the poor^" the 
coBClusioa seems just and iaevitabl^j thatj in my 
tent^ and in other passages of a like purport^ th^ 
prophets describe the poor^ in the literal accept 
t^tioB of the word, as especial ohjeots of the 
Divine tnercy in the Christian di^^ensatioif. And 
tbis sense of rach propheciesy which, so much 
elailns the attention both of rich and p^of^ re- 
ceives a farther cotifirmalien front our Lerd'^s 
niirpeal to his open practice of preaching to the 
poory as an evidence to bis contemporadea of fats 
divine mission. '^ Gro yt/' he said to th^ Bap^ 
list's .messengers^ '^ and show Jdhn again those 
things whi<^h je do hear and see : The blind re-^ 
ceive their sights and the lastie walk ; the lep^» 
ar^ cfeansed^ and the disaf hea'r ; the dead are 
raised up^ and the poo^r hat£ the o^spel 
iK&BAOHfiD TO tMeu/' Htoe '' the preaching of 
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the goipei to the poor " is meatHHidd by oiir 
hotd iamoiig the cireuoistanees of his miaiBttj 
wbiah so evidently torresponded with tba prophe- 
cies of the Messiiih as to reAder luay more ex«- 
plioit aaswer to the Bapttst^s inquiries Unoeces* 
sary. This^ thereforei must be a preaching of 
the gospel to the poor literally ; for the pretKh-- 
k^ of it to the flginrati?e poor^ the poor in reli«» 
giovn knowledge, to the heathen worlds com- 
menced not dtiriag-our Lord's life on earthy and 
could not be alleged by him, at that time^ among 
his own persoaul efthibitiotis of the prophetical 
characters of the Messiah ^f the Jews. 

A^suredly^ therefore, o«r Lofti eame '' to 
preach glad tidings tO the poor/' '' To preach 
gkd tidings to the poor " wes medtieteed by the 
prophets as one of the especial objects of his 
coibiug: To, preach to theft, he clothed himself, 
with flesh, and in his human nature received the 
unction of the Spirit. Aad smce the exumpte of 
our Lord is, io every particular in which it is ad 
all iiiditable^ a rule to our eonduet, it is clearly 
out duty, as the humble followers of our mer- 
ciful LiMrd, to etiterliia a specid regard for ther 
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vel^ious interesto of tbe poor^ and to take care 
tvhat we can that the gospel be still preached tc^ 
then). And tbe most effectual means of preach-* 
jDg the gospel to the poor is by cjiaritable pro*^ 
Yfsions for the religious education of their chil-* 
dren* 

Blessed be God^ institutions fbr this pious pur*^ 
pose abound in most parts of tbe kingdom. Tbe 
authority of our Lord's example^ of preaching 
to the p'oor^ will, with every serious beliiever, 
outweigh the objection which hath been raised 
against these charitable institutions, by a mean 
and dastardly policy imbibed in foreign climes, 
not less unchristian than it is inconsistent with 
the genuine feelings of the homerbred Briton,— « 
a policy which pretends to foresee, that by the 
adYantages of a religious education, the poor 
may be raised above the laborious duties of his 
station, and his use in civil life be lost. Our 
Lord and his apos^s better understood the in-* 
terests of society, and were more tender of its se- 
curity aiid peace, than many, perhaps, of oiir 
modern theorists. Our Lord and bis apostles 
certainly never liawtbtsdaiiger/that the improve^ 
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mentof the poor in religious knowledge might 
he a means of confoundifig civil subordination* 
They were never apprehensive that the poor 
would be made the worse servants bj an educa- 
tioii which should teach them to serre their masters 
upon earth from a principle of duty to the great 
Master of the whole family in heaven. The^e 
mean suggestions of a wicked policy are indeed 
contradicted by the experience of mankind. The 
extreme condition of oppression and debasement 
— ^the unnatural condition of slavery^ produced, 
in ancient times^ its poets, philosophers, and mo- 
ralists. Imagine not that I would (each you to 
infer that the condition of slavery is not adverse 
to the improvement of the human character : Its 
natural tendency is certainly to fetter the genius 
and debase the heart : But some brave spirits, of 
uncommon strength, have at different times sur-< 
mounted the disadvantages of that dismal situa- 
tion ; and the fact which I would ofier to your 
attention is this, — that these men, eminent in taste 
and literature, were not rendered by those ac- 
complishments the less profitable slaves. Where, 
theRi is the dapger, that the free-born poor of 
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this c6i^irf iilioald he the worse hired s^v^nts; 
for a proficieDcy in a kaowl^ge bj wbicli both 
master and scsrvant are taught their respective 
dutien^ by which alooe either rich or poor may 
be made wise unto salvation ? 

Mueh serious consideration would indeed bd 
due to the objefition^ weire it the object^ or iM 
ordinary and probabte effect of these cfaaf'itable 
seminaries for the maintenance and education of 
the infant podr^ to Qualify them for the occupa^ 
tions and pursuits of the higher ranks of socidyi 
or to gite them a relish for their pleittrures and 
amusements. But this is not the case. Nothing 
m&re is attempted^ not can nidre iod^d be done^ 
than iQ give f hem that instruction in the doctrmei 
and duties of religion to which a claim of cotn^ 
moil right is in some sort constituted in a ChHs- 
tian eoutitry^ by the mere' capacity to profit by 
it ; and to Alrnish tbem with those ifcrst rudtmenta 
of what may be called the tririal literature of 
their mother tongucf^ without which they would 
scarce be qualified to be subjects even of th6 
lowest class of the free government under which 
they are born^ — ^a government in which themem^ 

i 
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est €hizeii*-«*tbe very mendicant at youp door?^ 
unless his life or bis firanchises have been foPr 
fisited by crime to public justiee^ bath his births 
rights^ and u intrusted with a eonsiderable share 
of the nanagement of himself* It is 4he pecu* 
liarity^-^-^nd tbi» peciiUarity is the principal ex* 
cellenee of Buch goverqaients^ — ^that as the great 
have no property in the labour of the peor^ other 
than \fhat is acquired for a tinae by a mutual 
figteemeBt^ the poor mao^ on the other hand^ bath 
no claim upon his superior for support and main*- 
tenanoej except under some particular coveiiant^-^ 
as an apprentice^ a joum^man^ a menial servant^ 
or a labourfec^ — which entitles him to therecom^ 
peqse of his stipulated service^ and to nothing 
else. It follows^ that> in such states^ every man 
is io derive a support for himself and his family 
firom the voluntary exertions of his own industry^ 
under the direction of his own genius^ hig own 
prudence^ and bis own conscience. Hence^ in 
these free governments^ some considerable im* 
provement of the understanding is necessary even 
for the lowest orders of the people; and much 
strength of religious principle is requisite to go* 
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Tern the indiyidual^ ia tbose common concenis of 
his private life in which the laws leave the mean- 
est subject^ equally with his betters, maister of 
himself. I^espotism — sincere, unalloyed, rigid 
despotism, is the only form of governmeat which 
may with safety to itself n^lect the edtiication of 
its infant poor. Where it is the principle of 
government that the common people are to be 
ruled as mere animals, it might indeed bis impo^ 
litic to suffer them to acquire the moral discern* 
meat and the spontaneity of man : But in free 
jitatesj whether monarchical, or of whatever form^ 
tl^ case is exactly the reverse. The schemes of 
Providence and Nature are too deeply laid to be 
overthrown by man's impolicy. It is contrary to 
the order of Nature, it is repugnant to the de* 
crees of Providence, — and therefore the thing 
shall never be, — that civil liberty should long 
maintain its ground among any people disquali- 
fied by ignorance and profligacy for the use and 
enjoyment of it. Hence the greatest danger 
threatens every free constitution, when, by a ne- 
glect of a diie culture of the infant mind, barba- 
rism and irreli^ion are suffered to overrun tho 
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lower orders. The )>arrrters Mfhlicli ciyiliaed 
manners naturally appose against the ebcroach:^ 
meats of powf r^ on Ahe one handj and the exdr* 
jMtance of licentiousness^ on the otiier^ mil 900^ 
be borne down ; and the govemmeot |viri|ldeg6r 
perttte eitl^r into an absolute ^despotvc moosMrchy, 
or^ what a suibsisting 9xani{>le proyes to bebjr iur 
finite degrees a heavier curse/, the capricious do* 
minatioo of an .unprincipled rabble. Thus would 
• ignorance and it religion, ware they 4^nce to prcr 
Tail generally in the lower ra:nV:s of society, ne-t 
cessarily ieraunate in ooie oit ith^ other of Jthciif 
4wo dreadfnjl icvils,— rjthe disaol^it^n ^ all go* 
irernment, or the enslfiving of the majoritty 0^ 
mankind: While true religion^ on |Jiie<¥ontrary, 
is the be9t sqppprt.of jeyery government, whicb^ 
being founded on just principles, proposes for 
its end the joint advancement of the virtue and 
the happiness of the people; aiid by necessary 
consequence co-operates with religion in the ]two 
great purposes of exalting the general character 
and of bettering the general condition of man. 
Of every such government, Christianity, by qon* 
sent and concurrence in a common end, is the 
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natural friend and alljr ; at the same time tbat^ 
bj it8 silent iniuence on the hearts of men^ it 
affords the best security for the peirnianeooe of 
tiiat degree of orderly definite liberty wbieb is an 
essentia) principle in erery such' oonstitntion. 
The Christian religion fosters and protects such 
Iiberty> — not by supporting the absurd and peroi>« 
eious doctrifie of the natural equality of meo^-r^ 
not by asserting that sovereignty is originaUy in 
the multitude^ and that kings are the servants of' 
their people,-— not by rekeasing the conseiefice of 
the subject from tbe obligations of loyalty, iq 
every supposed case of the sovereign's mtsooo^ 
duct« and maintaining what in the new vocabu- 
lary of modern democracy is named the sMred 
right of insurrection : Not by all, or by any of 
these detestable maxims, Christianity supports 
that rational liberty which she approves and 
cherishes ; but by planting io the breast of the 
individual powerful principles of self-goveni<* 
ment, which render greater degrees of civil free^ 
dom consistent with the public safety. 

The patrons, therefore, of these beneficent m- 
l^kutionsj^ in whi<)|i the chi^ren of the poor araf 
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jboitii htskfe J^ot^^ftnto «|if relMQd tbiU t^^l^ po- 

rity bMb 8<ig^^tod» IJhflmairfp ^rf .fil^;l^rea, of 

ctmritafble «etiiiDci^i^^ ifi i.^afi^us parto of .<^^ 
kiagdtmi, from bf^gary^ ignprmw^j w^ vj? e^ 

atone ttmo.ltbfrt ib?y wr^ pre8Qrv5^:»p ^SW ,of 
Christ's fold. Fear not^ therefore^ to iiidt|J|g^ 
the .feelings of benevoleace and charity which 
this day's spectacle awakens in your bosoms. 

It is no weakness to sympathize in the real 
bardships of the inferior orders : It is no weak- . 
ness to be touched with an anxiety for their wel- 
fare^ — to feel a complacency and holy joy in the 
reflection^ that, by the well-directed exertions of 
a godly charity, their interests secular and eter- 
nal are secured : It is no weal^ness to rejoice, 
that, without breaking the ordi^ of society, reli- 
gion can relieve the condition of poverty from 
the grei^test of its evils, from ignorance ^od 
vice : It i« no weakness to be liberal of your 
worldly treasures in contribution tp so good a 
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>purpbse. The angels in heaven participate these 
hoiy feeling^. Our Father whicli is in heaveni 
aecepts and mtiU reward the workj provided H 
be Well (toiie^ in the true spirit' of faith and cha* 
rity ; for of such as thes<^— as these who stand 
before JOU4 arrayed in the simpiicity and inno* 
eence of child^oodj in thehumility of poverty^*— 
of sucb as {hese^ it was our Lord's express and 
solemn declaration^ ^^ of such' is the kingdom of 
God!'* 



Digitized by 



Google 



SEHMON XI. 

f^ AoA tbey were be^nd iheiMre nU»iibed>» sajilag^ He. 
hath ^one all things well; he makeMi both t^e deaf to 
hear and the dumb to speak." * 

It is matter of much curiosity^ and affording no 
small edification^ if tbe speculation be properly 
pursued^ to observe the vexy differeiit manner in 
wbich the various spectators of our Lord^s mi-^ 
rades were affected by what they saw^ according 
to their different dispositions. 

We read in St Luke, that our Lord *' was 
casting out a deTiI> and it was dumb ; and it 
cam^ to pass, that when the devil was gone out 
the dumb spake ;" and the populace that were 
witnesses of the miracle '' wondered : *' They 
xvondered, and there was an end of their specular 

f Preached fpr the Deaf and Damb Asylum, 1706. 
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^ons upon the business : They made no farther 
inquiry ; and their thoughts led them to no far- 
ther conpiunon than that the, thing was very 
strange. Theie seetn ^%^ie^^n people of 
that stupid sort which .ihouods too much in al} 
ranks of society^ whose notice is attracted by 
things that come to piiisfsj tictf according to the 
^ifficiilty ' of accMntiflg^ Sot AmB/-**^ eoMerft 
which never breaks their stjipoibers, — but ac- 
cording as they are more or less frequent. They 
«re neither e:teiAedy % angr; 9/timtiic citti0mtyi.1lf 
iofuiiw fifiktr tii^' iastftliHsUd 4avseii«)£;i|H| ttmrt 
oomoMiithikigs^'iiflb^ fay aajrlpknis ligaid tb fifaodf* 
providcntihl 'g» v qnnBei<t pS^vmMi taiiiii}«|i» 
•ffer.)riai:i(i.4iie^faiistBilc»qc^^ DaymdaMghi 
succeed each other. in amatmnk tkm^iti;.llm 
swpoBslM^tlHMF ttavtriedirijuc^e ^ithbunn oicikes 
)us:. wnuijl J)9U«wy t^Q»g)k' t^ s^oia v^ioM 
f^f the^ ^ky; thf^ imtta :Eit«s ^thfs <;i«^ t^f^ Jbef 
fomtbly fbrngiof , witb i» rt^tionpftiwwyim^, yet 
siubjiect to pm 430i«»tant Mwi jImI Hiktit of its iMt%^ 
tions I Uh) tH^ off th^ ofseao ebb dimi fl)ow ; hea- 
vy waters ace suspended at a great Jieight in tb^ 
|hinper fluid of ^e air^ — they are follected in 
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t\6tMs, ivhioh Qwrspretid the siimnier^ft Aj; nm 
descend in- sinmers^ci r<^eih the Tehiure^of ihd 
toth^^--H»r (h^tai^ driYeii by* strong go3i$ to ibi 
bleak $ep6m c>f dip Norlh^ wheoce the wsntrjr 
mnds return tfiem to thaeHs milder climaief^ ioSM 
lightly upon tBertfvder hlsde in flakes ofdnowi 
and .finite a manite tci shelter the hope ofjthe hus^ 
bad^msii. fhooi thb dipping frost. , These things 
ire hktdfy aotittd by the sort of )ie4pte ip^ a«e 
hem before as,: /They eiotite ndt 41reri theic'witor 
der^ thougb.iti thiamadv^ltniosti wontterM : nkllioki 
less do <faejr ^wakdn tbcm tor hM|uu!etbjr what «rtf 
thanism M the linivejhse 4 system aof69ni^ia id 
its motions and vicimtudes^ atad yet«^;reguliir 
and orderly in it^ cotnplications^ is carried on* 
They say to tfaemsetves'-— <' These ar« the com-r 
mon occurrences of nature ; '' and they are saitis* 
fied. These same sort of people; if they spR a 
blind mum ref t<Mred to sights or the <]feaf sM dainb 
iuddenly eiidded^ witboiiit the tise>:of fihysic^l 
meui8> with the finoiiUies of heating 'i^od of 
Ipeeefai wonder,^-t\ e. they aay.to themidfves-^ 
^^ It iannideidmcln ; '^ andihey i^e([€ii themselves 
Ii0finrthfer«: .Thiese people dnsefry^ l&mi ««ritbef 
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ill thei Uilt voice of Nature aor in the siiddetf 
hUzh of miracle. Tl»y . seem hardly ib com^ 
within that definition of man which wa§ giten by 
9ome of Ihe tocient philoisophersi — that he is ad 
animal which ccmtemplates the objects of it8*sm<* 
ges. They contemplate nothing : Two sentences^ 
" It is viry common,'* or '^ It isTCfy stradge/' 
make at once thd sum and the detail of Uietr phi« 
Idsophy imd of thtiir bettef, dnd are td them a 
solution of all difficulties. They wonder for a 
while ; iMt ihey presently dismnis the subjisct of 
their wonder from i1ieirtlidttght&» Wonder^ con- 
nected with a principle of rational curimity, is 
the iouree of all knowledge and discorery^ — ^and 
it is a principle even of piety ; but wonder which 
ends in wcmder, and is satisfied with wondering, 
is the qualifc^ of an idiot. 

Thfd stupidity, so comition in all rankgbf men^ 
— -fdr what I now describe is no peculiarity of 
those who are ordinarily called the vulgar and 
illiteratCi — this sttfpidity is not natural to ipan : 
It is the effect 6f anover-solicitu^abontlhelow 
concerns of the present world, which alienates the 
mind from "objects most worthy its attention; and 
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keeps itt noble facuUiet employed on tlitng;9 of hil 
infiesf ior soft^ dra,wiiig them aside from all inqui* 
ries, excq^t wfaatooay bethe speediest means to 
increase a man's wealth and adralice his worldly 
intents; 

When the stupidity arisiiig irom this attach^ 
mmt to the world is cmineeted> as sometimes it 
is, with a principle of positive infidelityi or> 
whidi is much the saoie thing, with an entire 
negiigeoSce and practicai forgetfulness of God, it 
makes the m$n a perfect savage. When this in 
not the cii8e,-*^w}ieo this stupid indifference to 
the causes of the ordinary and ektraordiniry oc** 
curreaces of the world, and sontething of a gie^ 
neral belief in God's providence^ meet, as th^ 
often do^ in the jBame character, it is a civcum- 
atattce of great danger to the man's spiritual 
^tatci beeimse it exposes him to be the eaisy prey 
of every impsostor^ The rdigion of such persons 
has always a great tendency towards superstition ; 
for, as tlmr uninquiiitive temper keeps them in 
a totel. ignoiranoe about secondary causes, thqr 
are apt to refiBr evely tlnng whieh is out of what 
they call the common course pf nature^ — that i$. 
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i^TVtsiiM ^tid'espefiei}€6j-^<y mi imnlMliate^tter*^ 
ttoA&mhe pem%ti6f QaA: And thus tlKCfOiiiiMii 
eidgftit-cHr^'.tittttd tri^8 of m^ TUgabMd conjuMr 
may be passed off upon sucb people for real mt^ 
rktUk. Siicii pi^iOHftt « (bese ^i^eii^ tbtty> ^bo, 
Wb«fi fbl^ ss^ si dtraib<dae«]c«iae em&ied >mlii: 
it|)eeeb byoinr Ii0rd> wfreeoMtftiti»^wndciFat il. 
' ^e Pbarideeir^ h<iweiiiir^ a set of men kn^oMd 
in iheii* tHiderstfiodfsgv^ but wretoliedly baidcmd 
ki their b^arU^ wefe not wittpvt M»ne jealeosy 
^en ol ibU stupid woadenrieiit. Tbey kiew 
tltattlie niiliiria eieet of render,' if it mted on 
tbe ttind^ ii^ouM be kqiiiry after a «aii»e ; and 
t^y Ikeadid tbe ooticlu§i0B9 to wbicb isqufay ia 
tlm Iftase night lead. Tlw^r would noty Hbet^ 
fott, trust tkese people; us perhaps tbey n^l^ 
)taiie don& Mritb perfeet eectirit j^ to tbeir •ervm 
^^pidify ; 'bUtlAMf|r sugg^ested a plriaciple to ttep 
ttufuiry. f bt^rtoUL the pMple Hiat our Lmd 
mrt dtit'dpvik'bji tbe «td^an4 flMmtanee of Beel* 
isribub'ilie prate o£ the. deiri^^ l^iiia exAriior- 
lliiar^ sligigeBtiahl «f Ob Hiariaeiis will ceme 
f teoiniirtwit iiMi dtt itppropw jJMei. 
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Wd readagdo^ In St Matthew, that our lord^ 
upon aiMitber occasioo, mtored u duooTb dftflio^ 
mAc tO'Iiis speech ; and the multkude assembled 
upon thie occasion mar velkd^ saying-*—'' It was 
MVer so sew in Israel." These people cubmI 
some sBsaN matter nearer to the anetentdefinitidn 
of mail than the w^oiideruig blockheads in! St 
lAike who had been spectators of the fyikmt 
tniracle. IViey not only wondered, but th^ 
bestowed some thought upon the subject of ithetr 
Wonder; and in their iMSoniogs upon it- they 
went some little wayt. They recollected the mii- 
raeles feoordeA in tbe{r sacred books of M^ses 
iind some of the ancient prophets ; They tcMK 
pared tMs pceformaaceof our Lord wiAfa'thosef, 
and perhaps witktbings tha^they had seen done in 
^ir own times by professed eiorcisera ; and the 
comparisdn > brought tfaeia to this <eoaicluaion, 
that ''it was'Mver so seen in lsMd/'-«4^at our 
liord's aifraele surfMrasedl any thing 4hat ever had 
been seen><eveo.iA that ^eop lei which waa under 
&e immediate^ and peculiar goyemment of God, 
and among whom extraordinary iotferpontioos of 
po^er ha^'fet^ihat reason been not rnifrequeat. 
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They seem, however^ to ha^e stopped short at 
tius coDcIusion : They proceeded aot to the ob- 
Tioiis consequence^ that this worker of gteater 
miracles >vas a. greater personage and of higher 
authority than Moses and tl^ pr^hets. The 
Phsirisees, however, as teAf^ be elq^ected, again 
took alarm i and, to stiflb ioquiiry, h^ leeoursft 
to their former solution of the woodier, that ou^ 
Lmrd cast oiit deVils by Beelaebub the prince of 
the devils. 

Upon a third occasion^ sis we read agdin in 
this sAme evangelist, St Mattilewj a person was 
brought to our Lord, '^ possessed with a d6vil> 
and blind iind duriO)." Oiir Lord healed hinb 
*' insbviiefa that the blind and diimb both spake 
and saw." The populate^ upon this occasion^ 
were amaaed. But they were tiot only amased> 
— they said not only that it never was so seen in 
Israelj-~but they went much farther ; they said^ 
'' Is not this the son of David i " Of these peo- 
ple, we may assert that tlu^ wer« not far froM 
the kingdom of God. They looked for the re- 
demption of Israel by a son of David : They be- 
lieved therefore 4b God's proomei by his pro«^ 
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|>bet8 ;aud ibey entertained a suBpicioh^ thougb 
it apfiears not that they went fartheti that this 
might |)iobahlj be the expected, son of David. 
The alarm of the Pharisees was increased ; and 
they had recourse to their former suggestion; 

The mamier in which these people treated the 
miracles which were done under their eyes conies 
now under consideration* 

They were impressed with wonder^ it seemsi, 
no less than th6 common people ; but their won«» 
der was connected with the pretence ^at least of 
philosophical disquisition upon the phenomena 
which excited it. They admitted that the things 
done, in every one of these instances^ were be«- 
yond the natural powers of man^ and must be 
referred to the extraordinary agency of some su- 
periw being ; but they contended that th^e was 
kia necessity to recur to an immediate exertion of 
God's own power^-^that the. power of the chief 
of the rebettious spirits was adequate to the efr 

.This suggestion ot ih^, Pharisees proceeded 
upon an assumption^ which^ considered generally 
and in the abstract^ without an appli^atio;i to 
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itiy specific case^ caaoot be dftokd:: They ru^ 
posed that beings superior '4b raoa^rhut still 
created beitigs/ wboBe po^Kiers fell short of iht 
Hvvihe, might possess that d^ee of power over 
many parts of the universe which might be ade*- 
quate to effeetg q'tiite out of the ctfrnmon course 
of nature ; and that> ' bj a familiaritj with some 
of these superior beings; a man might perforoi 
miracW. 

Some of the pfailosoplriasiog divines of hiet 
times, who^ under the mask of zeal for reltgiony 
have done it' more disservice than its open iine-' 
mies^ — some of these> anxious^ as ibej would 
pretend^ for 4he credit of our Lord's miracles; 
^nd for the general evidence, of mtracleSi 3iave 
gone the length of an absolute denial of these 
principles ; and have yentured ia assert that no- 
thing preternatural ean happen in ibe world but 
by an immediate act of God's ovhri power. iPhe 
assertion in itself is absurd^ and in its conse- 
quences dangerous ; and nothing is to be found 
in reason, or in Scriptul^ for its feupport,-*-much 
for its confutation. Analogy id the only groufii 
tpon which reason^ in this questibn^ can pro'^ 
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iceed; ftn' aoalogy decuiet fw the tniiB^. tlifi 
genial prioeif^ of tbe Pharise&i. Hot, cer- 
^inlj, in theii lipplicaiiiHi of it fotiie specific 
jcMe of oar l;Md:^s miraelje^i-^bqt for tke tiutb 
^ thtii gdmynl pTiutiple^'thKt stiborfliiidte be* 
ibgs way bt tbe iknmodiate tfgeats in many pre^ 
iMNrnatural -eifoetsi amh^^ is deafly oniheir side, 
|t k a miiticirof fact and dattjr experience^ that 
iMi« iluttiy/iniBKUition to the natural dominion 
pf-Ae flUiiNl of eve|f mdividttal pter the body 
Which he^ fnlmates^ has acquit ed an empire of 
no small e]!ettot oTer the matter of the external 
wo^ld. 8y optical mac^ifaiesy Tr« can look into 
tiiA eel^kl bodies i;ri^ more accnraey and pre^ 
tfisioft than with tbe nakfsd eye we can look horn. 
an <Bminento into a city at the distance of a few 
miles ; We can form a judgment of the materiala 
of which tfaej are composed ; we can measure 
#beir dista^ice^ ; we can assign the quantity of 
nukCtev they severally contain-^tbe density of the 
fimfl^ of which th^ are mode ; we can estimate 
their mechanical powers : We know the wei^t 
f4 a giyen quantity of matter on the surface of 
|he sun as w^U a$i w« know its weight upon 
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the s^ErfoEce of the eavtJh : We am hsmk the 
compound light of day into the constiituent partt 
of which it is composed. But thi& .is not all ^^ 
Our ac^quired power goes to piractic^l ^eets.. 
We press the elements into pur serviee^ s^fiA cai^ 
direct the general principles of the meebwism, 
of the universe to tJbe purposes of man : : We eail. 
employ the buoyancy of the waters apdthc^powep 
of (he winds to fiavigate vast unwieldy ittssels tot 
ib^ remotest regions of the globe; for;. tke purr, 
pluses of commerce or of war ; and we^ animate 
an iron pin^ turning on a pivot; ta ditect the 
Qourse of the marinfor io bis destined port : . We 
can kindles fire by the:riys of tl^ suii, collected 
in the feeus of a burniog-glasf^ imehI prodi^ce a 
beat which subdues that stubborn igeta^ which 
^e6es the f^bemist's fujrnace : We fM invert the 
stroke of lightning from oui: buildings. These 
ere obvious instances of lean's acquired pqwer 
over the oaitural elements^ — ^ pow.er whipb pro** 
duces effects which iifight seem preternatural to 
those who have no knowled^ of the m<^iB« 
And shall we say that beings superior to man 
m^y not have powers of a more c^onsid^ri^ble f x* 
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tent, whidi thej may exercise in a more summarj 
waj^ — wbich produce effects far more wonderT- 
6if^ 8iich as shall be ttuly miraculous with re* 
spect to our cooceptions^ who have no know-« 
Mge of their means f 

Then^ ^ Scripture^ it is very explicit in as* 
serting the existence of an order of |>eings far 
superior \& man ; and it gives something more 
than obscure intimations^ t)iat the holy angels 
are employed upon extraordinary occasions in 
the affairs of mf o^ and the management of this 
sublunary world. 

But the Pharisees went farther : l;heir asgur^ 
meut supposed that even the apostate spirits have 
powers adequate to the production of pretema* 
tural effects. And with rfespect to diit general 
principle^ there is nothing either in reason or 
Scripture to confute it. 

Reason must sgain recur to analogy* And 
fte find not that the powers which men exercise 
overthi^ nerturat elements are at i^U proportioned 
to the different degrees of their moral goodness 
^' 'their religious attainmmts. The stoic and 
t^ libertine^ tbe sinner and the saiat^ are equally 
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qii«€Uai»t^-^ui> Iba ¥»e,i>f the eQ^lpa$^; — in the 
managoneiit of tb^ aail^ tfa^ t udder^ arid' the otfi 
— and in the exerci$€^ of tbfi electrical macbina^ 
Since, tben^ in our own (^t4^ip of b^i^« tN 
power of tbe individiu^J ovfr es^ter n^t b^djei is 
not at mil propofij^ned to his piety or hi«. oiorii^ls^ 
but is exercised indiscrifoidately and ;io; equal de^ 
grees hy tbe good and, by the bad, ^ebs^veji^^ 
reason frosi analogy to snppose bpt that tbe. lil^ 
uidiscriniination may obtniq. iot bigger fj^desBjj, 
^nd that both tbe good and evi) apg^l^ majr ^^ 
erciae. powers far. tran^ending apy f^e p^astss, 
&e csffiscts of which to.up will seeiti preternatural :, 
For t^re is «otbii^ in this to di^tmb' tbe esta-^ 
blished orifer of ttNUgs ; since, these. piow^rs aire^ 
no less than oar own, subject to t^ ^o^irerj^ig^ 
control of God, who makes the actions of eiris^ 
angels, as €>f bad men, subseryient to th^ aecom- 
plii^iiient of his own wiU, and will not nuSkt th^ 
effects of than^ finally to thwart his. :g|Bnerai 
•pbemes of mercy* . 

The Ser^tures,.,agaiD,; confirm the principle 
^e rjpad, iQ the book of Exodus^ of an «pre.09 
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trial of skilly if we may be allowed the etpres"" 
M}n, between Moses and tbe magiciami of Egjptj. 
io the exercise of miraculous powers ; in which 
the magicrans were completely foiled^ — not be- 
cause their feats were not miraculous^ but be-^ 
cause their power^ as they were at last driven to 
confess^ extended not Co those things which Mo-* 
sea did. They performed some itiiracies; but 
Moses performed many more^ and much greater; 
When the wands of the magicians were cast 
upon the grotind and became serpents^ the fact^ 
considered in itself^ was as much it miracle as 
^hen Aaron's rod was cast upon the ground and 
became a serpent ; for it wa? as mpch a miracl<i 
that one dry stick should become a live serpent 
as another. When the magicians turned the 
water into bloody we must confess it was mira- 
culous^ or we must deny that it was a miracli^ 
when Aaron turned the water into blood. When 
the frogs left; their marshy bed td croak in the 
chambers of the kingi it was a miracle^ whether 
the fifogs came up at the call of Moses and 
Aarori of of Jannes and Jambres. And the 
sacred history gives not the least intimation of 
VOL. !.▼ q 
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atij imposture in these performances of the mtf,^ 
giciam : It only exhibits the circumstances in 
iTvhich Moses's miracles exceeded those of thcr 
magicians ; and marks the point where the power 
of the magicians^ by their own confession, stop« 
ped^ when Moses's went on> as ft should seerajr 
without limits. Now^ whoever will allow that 
these things done by the magicians were mira-^ 
culous^ — i. e. beyond the natural powers of .maOj 
— must allow that they were done by some fami«^ 
liarity of these magicians with the Devil : For 
they were done in express defiance of God's 
power ; they were done to discredit his raessen-^ 
ger, and to encourage the King of Egypt to ^is-^ 
regard the message. 

It was not, therefore, in the general principle^r 
that miracles may be wrought by the aid of evil 
spirits, that the weakness lay of the objection 
made by the Pharisees to our Lord's miracles, as 
evidence of his mission. Our Liord himself caU 
led not this general principle in question^ any 
more than the writers of the Old Testament caU 
in question the reality of the miracles of the Egyp- 
tian magicians. But the folly of their objection. 
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iky iii tbeir application of it to the specific id-^ 
Stance of our Lord's miracles ; which^ as he re^ 
jtlied to them at the time^ were works no leik 
diametrically opposite to the DeWrs purposed 
and the inMrest^ of his kingdom^ than the feats of 
Pharaoh's magicians^ or any other wonders that 
have at any time heen exhibited by wicked men 
in compact with the Devil^ have been in opposi*^ 
tion to God. Our Lord's miracles^ in! the im- 
mediate effects of the individlial acts^ were workft 
of charity : iTiey were wdrkd which, in the im- 
mediate effect of the individual atts, rescued the 
bodies of miserable men from that tyranny which 
before th^ coming of our Lord the Devil had 
been permitted to cixercise over them ; and th6 
general end and intention of them all was the 
utter demolition of the Detil's kingdon^i^ and thd 
establishiiient of the kingdom df God upon iti 
ruins. And to suppose that the Devil lent hii 
Own pdwer for the furtherance of thid work, was, 
as our Lord justly argued, to suppose that the' 
Devil was waging war upon himself. 

There is, however, another principle upori 
which the truth of our Lord's miracles^ a^Wi^ 
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d^ncn of Ills njission from the Father^ maybe 
orguedt — ^ pi^inciple wbich applies to our Lord's 
miracles e:^^lusive)y^ and gives tbem a degree »f 
cr^it beyopd wy miracles except bis own and 
tbose iif^bicb after his ascension wer^ perforined 
by bi« disciples in bis name^ in tbe primitive 
ages. To this principle vre are led^ b^ consider- 
ing tbe manner in M^bicb the particular miracle 
to ^i^ich my tes^t relates affected tbe spectators 
of it; who seem to have been persons df a verj 
different complexion from any t|iat have yet 
c^me before us. 

'' They yfcxe bejond m^sure astonished ; "-r- 
so vfe read iA our English J^ibles ; but tbe bet- 
ter rendering of tbe Greek words of tbe evange^ 
list would be-~^^ They were superabundantly 
astonished^ Hd,ying, He bath done all things 
well ; he maketh both the deaf to bear and tbe 
dumb to speak." 

Tbej were superabundantly astonished : Not 
that their astonishment was out of proportion to 
the extraordinary nature of the thing tbey bad 
seen^ as if the thing was less ei^traordinaiy thaii 
theyc thought it; but their astonishment wa» 



Digitized by 



Google 



245 

juitly chmeA H> a fa«%bt whieb n# ftfttomsbmeat 
could exceed. Tbi» n tbat lUpeMbundatit asto^ 
nighment whieb the etangeltgt deBcrtbeSj^ not tax* 
ii^ it with eKtravagance. It Mraa fidt the asto^ 
nighment of ignorance : It was Hn astonishment 
upon principle and upon knowlddgpev It wai 
not the astonishment of those who saw a thing 
done which they thought utterly unacconntable. 
They knew how to account for it : They knew 
that the finger of God himself was the efficient 
cause of what they saw ; and to that cause diey 
without hesitation^ yet not hastily and in surprise^ 
but upon the most solid principles of belief^ re^ 
ferred it. It was not the astonisboient of those 
who see a thing done which tht|y thonght would 
never come to pass : It was the astonishment of 
those who find a hope which they had entertained 
of something Teiy extraordinary to be done sa- 
tisfied in a degree equal to or beyond their ut- 
most expectations : It was the astonishment of 
those who saw an extraordinary things which 
they expected to take place some time or other^ 
but knew not exactly when^ accomplished in 
their own times^ and under their own inspection : ^ 
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ft was that sort of astonishment which any of us^ 
who firmly expect the fiecond coming of our 
Lord^ but knowing not the times and the seasons^ 
which the Father hath put in his own power^ 
look not for it at any definite time^ — it was that 
sort of astonishment which we should feel if we 
saw the sign of the Son of Man this moment dis- 
played in the heavens ; For observe the remark 
of these people upon the miracle, — ^^ He hath 
done all things well ; he maketh both the deaf 
to hear and the diymb to speak/' To have done 

. a thing well, is a sort of commendation which we 
bes^w, pot upop a mafi that performs some exr 
traoiidinany feat, which we had no i^easop to ex^ 
pect from him, Ifpt upon a man who executes 
that which by his cailing find profession it is his ^ 
proper task to do, in the manner that we have a 
right to expect and demand of him who pretends 
and prqfesses to be a master in that particular 
business. Thi? is the praise which these people 
bestowed upon our ford's performances. ^^, He 
Jiath done all things well j "-r— he hath done every 
thing in the most perfect manner which we had 

« 9, ri^ht to expect that he should do who should 
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come to us assumiDg tbe character of our Mes* 
siab. 

The ancient prophecies bad described all the 
circumstances of our Saviour's birtb^ life^ and 
death ; and^ with other circumstances^ had dis- 
tinctly specified the sort of miracles which he 
should perform. This is the circumstance which^ 
I say^ is peculiar to our Lord's miracles^ and puts 
the evidence of them bejond all doubts and super- 
sedes the necessity of all disputation concerning 
the general evidence of miracles. Our Lord^ and 
of all parsons who have ever appeared in the 
worlds pretending to work miracles^ or seallj. 
workipg miracles in proof of a divine mission^ 
our Lord alone^ could appeal to a bodj of re- 
corded prophecy^ delivered many hundred years 
before he came into the worlds • and say—'' In 
these ancient oracles it is predicted that the Mes- 
siah^ appearing among you at a time defined by 
certain signs and characters^ dUSl be known by 
. his performing — not miracles generally-^frt^f such 
and such specific miracles. At a time distinguish- 
ed by those signs and characters^ I come ; those 
9pecifip Vfoik^ J do ; an4 /exhibit the character 
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pf tbe Messiabj delioaiited in those proplieciea^ ia 
all its circumstances/' 

It is remlbrkable^ that our Lord^ ia reply to the 
Pharisees^ eoodescended not to resort to ibis $iim- 
mary and pverbearteg proof, But he answered 
their objection by an argument, just indeed^ and 
inresiBttbly CQuelttsiye^ but of more refinement. 
This. I coneeinre^ was ia resentoient of the intin^^ 
cerity of these uncandid adversaries. It is indis^f 
putable^ from many circumstances in the gospel 
kistory^ tbat the Pharisees knew our Loid to hie 
tiie Messiah ; and yet they were carried by mo^ 
tives of worldly interest to disown him^^ust as 
Jttdas knew hi^ to be ttcMessiah;, and yet be 
was carried by motives of worMly interest to be^ 
fray hkn. Thus^ disowning the Messiah;, ^hom 
Hiey knew^ they were deliberate apostates ffbm ' 
their God ; and they were treated' as they deser- 
TeA, when oor Lord rather expos0d the futility of 
their own argum^^t^ against him^ than vouchsafed 
to offer that soit of evidenee> wbicb^ to My ^la^ ^ 
were not obstinate in wilful error^ must have beeft 
irresistible^ and which had indeed to tbe godly 
multitude offered itself. But when J4>hn the 



Digitized by 



Google 



«49 

Baptist aeut his 4iteip]6fl to inquire of JEeanu if 
he was the person who was to come^. or whether 
they were to look for another ( they were seot^ 
you will observe^ for their own convictioD^-^not 
for John's satisfaction ; for he at this timeeould 
jbave no doubt)^ our Lord was pleased C^deal 
wkh them in a very different manner : He made 
them eye^-witnesses of many of those miraclea 
which were a literal oomplstion of the prophe- 
cies ; and bade them go back and tell Jolm what 
they had heard ^od seen. *' (Gro and tell your 
master that you haTO seen me restore the paraly^ 
tie ; you have seen 7ne cleanse tbeleper^ cure the 
Umt, the bliad^ (he deaf> and the dumb ; you 
have seen me liberate tfae> possessed ; youi have 
seen me raise' the dead ; and you have heard me 
preach the gospel to the poor. He will eonnect 
Ibese things witli the prophecies that have gone 
before concerning me: He will tell you what 
conclusion you must draw^ and set before you tlie 
danger which tkreateng those who are scandalized 
in me;'" 

I must now turn from tb^ general i$tifb[fect^ not 
fitrther pursue the intet esting meditations which 
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it might suggest^ in order to apply the whole to 
the particular occasion which has brought me 
hither. 

You will recollect^ that the miracles wlucb 
are specified in the prophecies as works that 
should characterize the Messiah when he should 
appear^ were^ in great part^ the cure of diseases 
by natural means the most difficult of cure^ and 
the relief of natural imperfections and inabilities. 
In such works our Lord himself delighted ; and 
the miraculous powers^ so long as they subsisted 
in the churchy were exercised by the first dis- 
ciples chiefly in acts of mercy of the same kind. 
I<j[ow that the miraculous powers are withdrawn^ 
we act in conformity to the spirit of our holy re- 
ltgion> and to our Lord's own example^ when 
we endeavour what we can to extend relief^ by 
such natural means as are within our power^ to 
the like instances of distress. It was prophesied 
of our Lord> that when he should come to save 
ihose that were of a fearful hearty '^ the eyes of 
the blind should be opened^ and the ears of the 
deaf should be unstppped ; that the lame man 
^Qilld leap as the hf rt^ aocl th^ tongue of tht 
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4umb should sing/' AH this^ and much more^ 
he veri^ed. Of all natural iropetfections^ the 
want of speech and hearing seem the most de<r 
plorable^ as they are those which most exclude 
the unhappy sufferer from society^ — from all the 
enjoyments of the present worlds and^ it is to be 
feared^ from a right apprehmsion of his interests 
in the next. The cure of the deaf and the dumb 
is particularly mentioned in the prophecies^ 
among the works of mercy the most character- 
istic of man's great deliverer : And accordingly^ 
when he came^ there was^ I thinks no one species 
of miracle which he so frequently performed; 
which may justify an attention evfn of preference 
in us to this calamity. 

It is now some years since a method I^as been 
found Out^ and practised with considerable suc^** 
cess^ of teaching persons deaf and dumb from 
the birth to speak : But it was not till the iii- 
stitution of this Asylum^ in the year 1792^ that 
the benefit of this discovery was extended in any 
degree to the poor ; the great attention^ skill, 
and trouble^ requisite in the practice, putting 
the expense of cure far beyond the reach of the 
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indtgeat^ and even of persons of & middling coa* 
dition. Thp Directors of this cbisirity^ who are 
likely^ from their opportunities^ to have accurate 
information upon the subject^ apprehend that 
the number of persons in this lamentable state is 
much greater than might be imagined. 

In this Asjlnm^ as many as the funds of the 
charity can support^ are taught^ with the assist*- 
ance of ihp two senses of the sight and the touchy 
to speaki read^ write^ and cast accounts. The 
deafness deems the unconquerable part of the 
malady ; lor none deaf and duiiib from the birth 
have ever been brought to hear. But the cala* 
mity of the want of .the sense of hearing is much 
alleviated^ — comparatively speaking ij; is i^emoved^ 
by giving the use of letters and of speech ; by 
which they are admitted to the pleasure of social 
conversation^— are made capable of receiving 
both' amusement and instruction from books^-<-^ 
are qualified to be useful both to themselves and 
the community >—and^ what is most of all^ the 
treasures of that knoVv ledge which maketh wise 
unto salvation are brought within their reach. 
The children admitted aa^ kept under the tuition 
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of the boiise fire years^ which is found to be the 
time requisite for their education. They are 
provided with lodgiug^ board, and washing; and 
the only expense that falls upon the parent or 
the parish is in the article of clothing. The 
proficiency of those admitted at the first institu- 
tion, in November 1792, exceeds the most san- 
guine e:iepectations of their benefactors; and the 
progress of those who bare been admitted at 
subsequent periods is in full proportion to the 
time. The number at present exceeds not twenty. 
There are at this time at least fifty candidates 
for admission ; the far greater part of whom the 
slender finances of the society will not permit to 
be received. 

I am persuaded that this simple statement of 
the object of the charity, the success with which 
the good providence of God has blessed its en- 
deavours, within the narrow sphere of its abi« 
lities, and the deficient state of its funds, is all 
thai it is necessary or even proper for me to say 
to excite you to a liberal contribution for the 
support of this excellent institution, and the 
furtherance aqd extension of its views. You 
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pi^ofess yourselves the disciples of that Master 
^ho during his abode on earth in the form of a 
servant went about doing good^— who did good 
in that particular species of distress in which 
this charity atteriipts to do it^-^-^nd wbo^ seated 
now at the right hadd of God^ sends down his 
blessing upon those who follow his steps^ and 
accepts^ the good that is done to the least of those 
whom he calls his brethren as done unto him*^ 
self- 
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SERMON XIL 



JO Am, xiii. 34. 



'^ A new commaodmeDt I give onto 700, That ye lore ob^ 
another ; as I have loTed jrou, that ye also lore one ano*< 
ther.'» 

JLn that memorable night when divine love and 
infernal malice had each their perfect work^^— 
the night when Jesus was betrayed into the handi 
of those who thirsted for his bloody and the mys- 
terious scheme of man's redemption was brought 
to its accompliahmentj Jesus^ having finished the 
paschal supper^ and instituted those holy myste* 
ries by which the thankful remembrance of his 
oblation of himself is continued in the church 
until his second coming, and the believer is nou- t 
rished with the food of everlasting life, the body 
and blood of the crucified Redeemer ; when all 
this was finished, and nothing now remained of 
his great and painful undertaking but the last 
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trying part of it^ to be led like a sheep to the 
slaughter^ and to make his life a sacrifice for sin^ 
— in that trying hour^ just before he retired to 
the garden^ where the power of darkness was to 
be permitted to display on him its last and utmost 
eiFort^ Jesus gave it solemnly in charge to the 
eleven apostles (the twelfth^ the son of perdition^ 
was already lost ; he was gone to hasten the exe- 
cution of his intended treason)^ — to the eleven^ 
whose loyalty remained as yet unshaken^ Jesus 
to that awftil hour gave it solemnly in charge^ 
*^ to love one another^ as he bad loved them ' '* 
And because the perverse wit of man^ is ever fer- 
tile in plausible evasions of the plainest duties^— 
lest Ibid command should be interpreted in after 
age» as at» injiinction in which the apostles only 
were concerned^ imposed upon them in their pe- 
culiar ckatRcter of the governors of tlie churchy 
etnr great Master^ to obviate any such wilful 
^ misconstruction of his dying charge^ declared it 
to be hrts pleasure and bis meanings that the exer- 
€we of mutual love, in all ages and in all nations^ 
among men of all ranks^ callings, and conditions^ 
^bould be the general badge and distinction of 
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hii disciples* '' By this shall all men know 
that je are mi/ disciples^ if ye love one anoAer/' 
Aad this injunction of loving one another as he 
had loVed them; he calls a new conMoiandment 
*' A tie^ commandment I give nnto you^ that ye 
love one another/' 

It was indeed in various Senses a new com- 
inaiidnient. Fil^st^ as the thing enjoined Was tod 
knuch a dovelty in the practice of mabkind. The 
Age in which our Saviour lited on eairth was an 
^kg(6 of pleasure and dissipation. Sensual appetitei 
indulged to the niost unwarrantdble excess^ had 
extinguished 4ll the nobler feelings. This is ever 
its effect when it is suffered to get the ascendant i 
add it is for this reason that it is said by the apos** 
tie to .war against tlte sonl. The refinements of 
luxury^ spread among all ranks of men^ had mul^ 
tipiied their artificial wants beyond the proportion 
of the largest fortunes ; and thtis brii^ng all 
m^n inkf» the class of tl^ necessitous^ had univer- 
sally induted that churiiih habit of the mind in 
which every feeling is considered ds a weaknesiT 
which teraiinates not in self; and those generous 
i^mpatiiies by which every one is knpdlcld to toek^ 

tOL. i. ft 



Digitized by 



Google 



258 

his.neighbouir's g6odare iadusiriously suppressed, 
as distufber^ of the repose of the individual^ and 
enemies to bis personal enjoyment. This is tUe 
tendeacy aod batji ever been the effect of luxury, 
in every nation where it hath unhappily taken 
root. It renders every man selfish upon principle^. 
Th(& £fst symptom of thb fatal corruption is the 
exl^QCttoki of genuine public spirit,-4-that is^ of all 
leal regard to the interests and good order of so- 
ciety ; in the place of which arises that liase and 
odious counterfeit, which^ assuming the name of 
patriotism, thiiiks to cover the infamy of every 
^ice vi^hich can disgcace the private life of man, 
by clamours for the j^blic good, ^of which the 
real object uU the while is nothing more than the 
gratificatioia of the ambition and ra{mcity af the 
demagogue. The next stage of the corruption is 
a perfect indifference and insensibility^ in all ranks 
of men^ to every thing but the gratification of the 
mo^ij^Ot. An idle peasantry subsist themselves by 
Uieft and violence; and a; volnptiious nobility 
squander^ on base and crimlnq^l iddulgences/ thkt 
superfluity of store which.shoukl go to the de- 
fence of the coui^try in times of public, danger^ or 
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to Ae relief of private distress. In an age there- 
fore of luxury^ sach a^ tbat was in which our 
Saviour lived on earthy genuine philanthropy be* 
ing necessarily, extinguished^ wbat is hr beyond 
ordinary phifonthropy^ the religious love of our 
neighbour^ rarely if ever will be found. 

Nor was it missing only in the manners of the 
world> — but in the lessons of the divines and mo<^ 
ralists of that age mutual love was a topic out of 
use. The Jews of those times were divided in 
their religious opinions between the two sects of 
the Pharisees and the Sadducees.' The Sadducees 
were indeed the infidels of their age: They d^^ 
nied the existence of any immaterial substance^ — 
olf consequence they held that the humln soul is 
mortal ; and thty denied the possibility of a re- 
surrection. Their disciples were nun^erous among 
the' great and voluptuous ; but they never had any 
credit with the body of the people. The popular 
ireligion was that of the Pharisees ; and tbis^ as 
all must know who read the New Testament^ was 
a religion of form and show^ — if that indeed may 
be called a* religion;, of which the love of God 
and uian made no essentia] part. Judge whether 
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ungrateful children to eyade the fifth command-^ 
nent with an untroubled conscience^ and to de- 
fraud an aged parent of that support which by 
the law of God and nature was his due: In re- 
spect therefore of both these circumstances^ that 
it prescribed what was neglected in the practice' 
of mankiiidj and what was omitted in the sermons 
of their teachers^ our Lord's injunction to bis 
discipfes^ to love one another^ Was a new com-" 
mandment. But the novelty of it consisted more 
particularly in this^ — that the disciples were re- 
quired to love one anoAer after tbe manner^ and> 
if the frailty of human nature niigbt so.far aspire, 
in the degree in which Christ loved them : '^ As 
I have loved you^ that ye also love one another/^ 
Ghristians are to adjust their love to one another 
to the measure and example of Ghrist*s love td" 
them. Christ's love was perfect as the principle 
firom which it flowed, the original benignity of 
the Divine character. The exraaple of this per-^ 
feet love in the life of man was a new example ; 
and the injunction of conformity to this new ex^ 
ample might well ]t)e called a new conmwidmenSi 
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one another^ considered simply in itself^ without 
reference to the deficiencies in the manners of the 
age, Qf to the perfection of Christ's example, had 
fiyeen no new precept of levealed religion. This 
is a point which seems to be generally mistaken. 
Men are apt, upon all occasions, to run into ex- 
tremes ; and it has Ireen too much tfaef practice df 
preachers in these later ages, in their tesl to 
command what every one will ii^ed the more 
admire the more he understands it, to heighten 
the encomium of the Christian system^ by deprd- 
eikting, not only the lesions of the heathen mo* 
ralists, but the moral part of the Mosaic institu^ 
tton. They eonsider not that the peculiar ex- 
cellence of the Christian system lies much more 
iki doctrine than in precept. Our Saviour in- 
deed, and his apostles after him; took all octa** 
sions of reproving the vices of mankind, and of 
inculcating a puncfual discharge of the social 
duties ; and the niorality which they taught was 
0>f the purest and the highest kind. The prac-* 
tice of the duties enjoined in their precepts is the 
end for which their doetfines were delivered. It 
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ij} alwaj& therefore to be remembered, (bat 
practice pf tbeae duties is a far more excellent 
tbiBg ID the life of maii> far more oFnameiital of. 
the Christiao profession^ than any knowledge oC 
the doctrine Mritbout the practice ; as the end i^ 
always moi;e esu^ellent tb^iv the mef ns« N)iy> the 
k9Qwl/edge of tb^ doctrines^ without an attention 
tp the practicftl pfM^t^ is a thii)^ Qf no other worth 
t^an,a§ it fs#J l^e expected spme tfoie pr.otber t{k' 
prodiice repentance. !But this end of bringing > 
ni^ to right ponduct^ — tP habits of temperance 
and sobriety-^to the mutpa} exercise of justice 
a(i4 benevolence— to honesty in tbeir dealings and 
truth in their wordis — to a love of God^ as the 
protestor pf the jusirr-to a rational fipar of himjt 
as the judge of human actipns^*-^the establish- 
ment of thi9 pifiaptical religion is an end oommopi 
to Christianity yi^ith all the earlier revelations^ — 
w^th the earliest revc^latfoos to the j)atriarch3> 
^jtth the Mosaip instilutimij fpd with the preach- 
ings of the propbc^tsi ; And the peculiar excellency 
of Christianity cannot be placed in that which it 
hath in common with, all true religioASj but rather 
Vi the e^cacy of th« means which it employs tP. 
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toinp»stfae commmi end K>f ftH^/ihe cont^frftkm 
of the lost \9mIA to Odd. Tbe efflcftcjr of' fSbm^ 
means Ues neittier in the fijdness nor tfa^per^picfn^ 
it}? of die precept of tke gospel^ though they ^m 
sttffickiitlj full and entirety perspicubm ; ibut th* 
great advantage:^ the Cbristtan refelfiition 19, 
tlftt; by the large discovery which it makes of the 
priaeiples and plan of God's moral goTernment of 
the worlds it furnidies suflBeient motivea to thei 
practice of those duties^ which its precepts^ in 
harmcMiy with the natural su^esrtions of con- 
science^ and with fornder reydiations^ recommend. 
This is the true panegyric of the glorious revela- 
tion we enjoy^ — that its doctrines are more imme- 
diately and clearly codneeted with its end^ and 
more effectual for the attaiament of it^ than the 
precarious conclusions of biunan philosophy^ or 
the imperfect discoveries of earlier revelations;,*-* 
that the motives by which its precepts are en- 
forced are the most powerful that might with 
propriety be addressed to free and rational agents. 
It is commonly said^ and sometimes strenuously 
insisted^ as a circumstance in which the ethic of 
all religions falls short of the Christian, that tbe 
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precept of uniyeiiHtl bene^otence^ embraeii^ all 
nuMikiDcl^ without distioeticm of party^ aeet, or. 
natioDj had never been heard of till it was incul- 
cated bj our Saviour. But this is a mistake. 
Were it not that experience and observation af- 
ford .daily proof how easily a sotiud judgment if 
misled by the exuberance of even an. honest: zea]> 
we should be apt to say that tl^is could be nmuiT 
tained l^ none who had ever read the OU Ttstar 
pent. The obligation indeed upon Christians, 
to make the avowed . enemies of Chri«[tiainily ib^ 
objects of their prayers ao^ of their love, arises 
out of the peculiar nature of Gbristiantty^ cond* 
dered as the wQrk of r^econciliation ; Our $a- 
viour^ too^ was the first who showed- to ^hat ex* 
tent the specific duty of mutual forgiveness is iii- 
f^luded in tl^ general command of mutual lov^:. 
But the command itself^ in its f^Il extent^ [' Thait 
every inan should love his neighbour ag himself^'' 
we shall find^ if we consult the Old Testament/ 
to be just as old as any part of the religion of - 
the Jews, The two maxims to which our Sa- 
yiour refers the whole of the law and the pro- 
phets we^e maxims of the Bifosaic law its^lf^ 
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HUl it indeed: been otiiennriAe> our ^atiow^ 
wlien he alleged these, ma^iins ia aaswejr to the 
lawyer's qqestion> '^ Wbitih is the chief com- 
mandment of the law 9 '^ would not have answered 
with that wonderful ptecisioa and discernment 
wideh on so many accasioM put his qbdv^raaries 
to shame smd silende^. 

jtedsed^ hadthese. mftKim& not been found in 
the law of Moses^ it would still have beea true 
of them that they contain every thing which can^ 
be ceqntredt of man as matter of general indisr 
pensilUetdHty; insomuch^ that nothing can be- 
come aoiact of duty to God or to our neighbour 
otherwise than it is capable of being referred to 
the one or the other of these two general topics. 
They might therefore be said to be^ in the na«> 
tore of the things the supreme and chief of all 
commandments ; being those to which all others 
are naturally and necessarily subordinate^ and in 
which all others are contained as parts in the 
whole. All this would have been truethougli 
neither of these maxims had bad a place in the 
law of Moses. But it would not have been e* 
per^inept answer to the lawyer's question ;; nof^ 
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would it have taken-tlie effect whicb our Lord^s 
answer actually took with the subtle disputants 
with whom- he was engaged^ '' that no man durst 
ask him any more questions/^ The' lawyer 'i 
question was not^ what thing mighty in its owb 
nature^ be the best to be commanded. . To th»^ 
indeed^ it might have been wisely answered, that 
the love of God is the^best of all tUngs/a^that 
the next best is the love of man ; aUhough wMo^. 
jses had not expressly mentioned either. . i fiut the 
question was-^'^ Which is the great coininajid^ 
ment in /]^^ /aia^"— thatis^ in Moses's law; for 
the expression '^the law/' in the mouth of a 
Jew^ could carry no other meaning. To this it 
had been vain to allege ''the love of God or 
man^'^ had there been no express requisition of 
them in the law^ notvrithstanding the confessed 
natural excellence of the things ; because the 
quertion was not about natural excellence^ but 
what was to be reckoned the firat in authority 
and importance among the written command- 
ments. Those masters of sophistry with whom 
our Saviour had been for some hours engaged 
felt themselves overcome^ when he produced^ from 
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the books of the law, two maxims, which^ fonsh 
mg a complete and simple summary of the wbole^ 
—m^ opt only of the whole of the Mosaic law> 
hut of every law wliich God ever did or cter wil4 
prescribe to man^T-^eyideutly claimed to be the 
first and ichief commandments. The first> en- 
joining the love of God, is to be found, in the 
very words in which oiur Sayiour recited it, in the 
sixth chapter of Deuteronomy, at the fifth yerse. 
The second, enjoining the loye of our qeighboiir^ 
is to be found, in the very wprds in which our 
Saviour recited it, in the nineteenth chapter of 
Leviticus, at the eighteenth verse. 

The injunction, therefore, ofcooformity to his 
own example, is that which is chiefly, new in the 
<;ommandment of our Lord. As it is in this cir-^ 
cumstance that the commf^ndment is properly his, 
it is by nothing lesi^ than the conforaaty eiijoined, 
or an assiduous endeavour after that eonformity^ 
that his commandmait is fulfilled. 

The perfection of Christ's example it is easier 
to understand than to imitate; and yet it is not 
to be understood without serious and deep medi- 
tajtion on the particulars of his history. Pure 
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afid disinterested in itsmotivesj the love of Christ 
had solely for its end the happiness of those who 
vere the ohjects of it. An equal sharer with the 
Almightj Father in 4;he happiness and glory of 
the Godhead^ the Redeemer had no proper inte- 
rest in the fate of fallen man. Infinite in its 
comprehension^ his love embraced his enemies ; 
intense in its energy^ it incited him to assume a 
frail and mortal nature — to undergo contempt 
and death ; constant in its operations^ in the pa^ 
roxysm of an agony the sharpest the human 
mind was ever known to sustain^ it maintained 
its vigour unimpaired. In the whole business of 
man's redemption^ wonderful in all its parts^ in 
its beginning, its progress^ and completion^ the 
most wonderful part of all is the character of 
Christy — a character not exempt from those feel- 
ings of the soul and infirmities of the body which 
render man obnoxious to temptation ; but in 
which the two principles of piety to God and 
good-will to man maintained such an ascend- 
ancy over all the rest that th^ might seem by 
themselves to make the whole. This character, 
in which pvsty and benevolence^ upon all occa- 
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tiota atnd in all circumstances^ overpowei^ ait 
the inferior passtonsy is more iacomprehensible 
to the natural reason df the Carnal man than tb^ 
deeped mys^ericfSj, — more improbable than the 
greatest miracles^ — of all the particulars of the 
gospel history this most trying to the evil heart 
dfunbelief>-^the very last things I am persuadedy 
that ^ ripened fakh reeeites ; hut of all things 
the most important and th6 mwt necewary to be 
"well tinderstood and firmly belieired^i — ^the most 
eificacious for the softening of the sinner's hearty 
for <j[i}eUing the pride of human wisdiom; and 
for bringing every thought and imaghiation of 
the soul into subjection to^ the righteousniess of 
God. ''Let this mind/' says the apostle^ '^ be' 
inyou^ ^bich^as also in Christ Jesus; "'—th<i>t 
mind \<»hich incited him> :\vhetf be considered the 
holiness of God^ and the guilt and corruption of 
fallen mw^ to say — '' I eome t6 do thy wiil, O 
God ! " — ^th^t is^ according to the same aportle'a 
mterpretation^ to do that will by which "W^e are 
tftoctified,^— to make the siltisfaction for the;^n^ 
fol race which Ditinis justice demanded. JBeiii|^ 
kk the form of Gody he luflde hiietself (>f n^ riepu^ 
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fatibn ; he divested himself of that external form 
of glorj in which he had been accustomed to ap«- 
pear to the patriarchs in the first ages> in which 
he appeared to Moses in the bush^ and to hid cho- 
sen servants in later periods of the Jewish histo- 
ry>--^that form of glory in which his presence was 
manifested between the cherubim in the Jewish 
sandaaiy. He made himself of no reputation ; 
and, uniting himself to the holy fruit of Mary'd 
wombi he took upon him the form of a slave — 
of that fallen creature who had sold himself into 
the bondage of Satan, sin^ and death ; and, being 
found in fashion as a man, he humbled himselfi— ^ 
he submitted to the cbndition of a man in its 
most humiliating circumstancesi — and ckrried hi& 
obedien(5e unto death — the death even of the 
cross-^tfae painful ignominious death 6t a male* 
factor, by a public execution. Hd who shall 
one day judge the world suffered himnelf to be 
produced as a criminal at Pilate's tribunal ! He 
submitted to the sentence which the dastardly 
judge Hvho pronounced it confessed to be unjust ! 
The Lord of glory suffered himself ta be made 
the jest of Uerod and his captains ( He who 
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could^ have sondmoned twelire l^iaii» of angeh 
to form a laQiing guard around his person^ or 
liave talkd d<»wn fire from heaven on the guiltjr 
city of Jerusalem^ on his false accusers^ bis un<- 
rigjiteofis judge^ the exeeutioners^ and the insult- 
ing rabble, made no resistance when his body was 
fastened to the cross by the R4>man soldiers^-^ 
endured the. reproaches of ifae chief priests and 
rulers — the taunts and revilings of the Jewish 
populace I And this not from any consternation^ 
arising from his bodily sttfiertngs^ which might 
be supposed for the moment to deprive him of 
the knowledge of himself. He possessed himself 
to the last. In the height of his agonies^ with a 
magnanimity not less extraordinary than his pa- 
tient endurance of pain and contumely^ heaccep* 
ted the homage which in that situation was of*- 
f»ed to him as the King of Israel ; and^ in the 
highest tone of confident authority^ promised to 
conduct the penitent companion of his sufierings 
that very day to Paradise. What^ then^ was the 
motive which restrained the Lord of might and 
glory^ that he put not forth his power for the 
deliverance of himself iaad the destruetioil of fai& 
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^ni^i&ies ? — Evidently that which hci avovi^s updit 
his. coming first into. the world : '^ f come to dtf 
ihj Willi O Grod ! '' and^ bj doing of tliat wiil^ 
to rescue man froin wraith and paotshmerit. Soch 
is the example of resignation to God's wilL of 
indifference to things temporal^ of humility^ and 
of iove^ \^e are call^ upon to imitaie. 

The sense of oiir inability to attain to the per^ 
feetioii of Christ's example^ is a reason for much 
hunritity^ and for much mutual forbearance^ but 
no excuse for the wilful neglect oif his commands 
It laay seem that it is of little consequence to in-^ 
eulcate virtues whkh can be but seldom pra6* 
tised; and a general an4 active benevolence^ 
embradog all mankind^ and Embracing persecu* 
t^ and deaths may appeair to come under this 
description. It ma^ seem a virtue piroportioned 
to the abilities of few^ and inculcated on man^ 
kind in general to little pur()ose. But^ thougU 
it may be given td few to make themselves con* 
^picttous as benefactors, of mankind^ by such ac- 
tions ai)» are usually called grefit> because the ef- 
feet 0i them on the welfare of Various descrip- 
tions of the htiman ra^e is immediate and note-^^ 
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lious^ the principle of religious philanthropy^ 
influencing the whole conduct of a prirate man, 
in the lowest situations of life, is of much more 
universal bene^t than is af Arsifptt'ceived. The 
terror of the laws nia^jceatxaip men from flagrant 
crimes ; but it is this principle alone that can 
make any man' d useful iiieHlil)tt*W#ciety. This 
lestrams him, not only ficom tboais ciriolent '^%'- 
sions pf anbther'Jsnglbf, which' ar^ jpuhislie*ffi)y 
Ikulnati law<^ but . it . djrttrrules 4be ^asffians frpm 
which those enpimities pr066iei4 1 ^tiid'the^BfecJret 
effects of it, were it but once universal, would 

%^ivi0rQl>Mefiml tp ^llMjmw XA^ikWi^. IP94 
brilliaot ac(ioD9 of tW^er^ff^.e^fr V€4P j^o ^J^ift 
blind ti^tf sjtiildn has ^^R^pted ft9ji|\^,an4 ^pya^^ 
allaarjs. ./ AsttWil prH>«|^te if <*at wjjjch noi^lfpfi ;% 
man <jhe mdst upefuji tft iOthflrs,;iao i| is ^t 9^9^^ 
which taiakes the phar^cter of^.tli^ j^diyi^MAl 
amialile in it»df,-Hai»||tWe, not pnJ|y ip ^ ju^g^ 
mitot/of m<3.ii, buit inftb9:^ht of O^^^ aqd in th^ 
truth of things ; f((W;(jr^4l|im3elf ip love^ ^imI the 
perfections of God are the standard of all per- 
fection. 

VOL. I. €1 
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SERMON XIII. 



^ATTUE^, xyu l^ji 19. 

f ^ I say also unto thee, that thoa ait Peter ; and upon thi^ 
rook I will build mj charch| and the gates of hell shall 
not prerail against it. And I will give unto thee the kejs 
of the kingdonfi of heaven ; and wbatsorrer thou shalt bind 
on earth shall be boaod in heaven, and whatsoevev thou 
shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaTeo,'' * '~ 

Xt is much to be lamented^ that the sense of this 
important text^ in ifi^hich onv Lord for the first 
tinie makes explicit mention of his churchy de- 
claring^ in brief but coiDpreh^ensiTe terms^ the 
groundwork of the institutionj the high privi- 
leges of the community^ and its glorious faope^— ^ 
it is much to be lamented that the sense of so im- 
portant a text should have been brought under 
doubt and obscurity^ bjr a variety of forced and 



* Preached before the Society for the Propagation of (be 
Gpsp^l in Foreign Parts, February 2Q. 1795. 
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discordant expositions^ wbich prejudice and parfyr 
spirit have produced ; while writers in the Ro* 
roan communion have endeavoured to fiud in this 
passage a foundation for the vain pretensions of 
t^e Roman pontiff; and Protestants^ on the other 
hand^ have been more solicitous to give it a sense . 
which might elude those conseqiiepces^ than at- 
tentive to its true and interesting meaning. It 
will not be foreign to the purpose of our present 
meetings iC without entering into a particular 
discussion of the various interpretations that have 
been opfered^ we take the text itself in handj and 
try whether its true meaning may not still be fixed 
with certainty^ by the natural itaiport of the words 
themselves^ without any other comment th^n what 
. the occasion upon which they were spoI^€i|, anfi 
certain occurrences in the first fortnation of the 
churchy to which they prophetically allude^ af- 
ford. 

Among the divines of the leformed churches^ 
especially the Calvinista^ it hath been a favourite 
iiotion^ that St Peter himself had no particuliix 
interest in the promises which seem in this pan- 
nage to be made to him. The words were ad-! 
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dressed by 6ur Lord to ^t Peter^ upon the occa-' 
sion of bis prompt confession of his faith in Je» 
SU9 as the Christy the Son of the living God ; an^ 
this confession of St Peter's was his answer to a 
question ^hieh our Lord had put to the apostles 
in general, ^^ Whom say ye that I am ? *' — which 
question had arisen out of the answers they ie" 
tUrn^ to <ta antecedent question, '* Whom say 
men that I am ? " 

Now, with respect to this confession of St Pe- 
ter's, two ^f the most learned and m^ute among 
the cdmmetltators of antiquity, St Ch^ysostom 
and St Jeh)me> $olicilous, as it shouM seem; for 
the g^tteral reputation of the apostfes;, as if they 
thoti^ht that at this early period no one of tiiekh 
could ^hout Mame be behind another ^in the 
fulne^dand the fervour of his faith, -^frbm these, 
or from what motiyes'it ii not easy to divine, 
the6e two ancient commctitators have taken. upon 
^mto assert that St Peter, upoii this occasion^ 
was but the'«pokeBman of tlie company, and re- 
pjfed 10: our Lopd"^ que^^iod '^'^ Whbm say ye 
tiUtt I «im F ^f in th&name niM. 
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Improving upon this hint, modern expositors 
of the Calvinistic school proceed to a conclusion 
which must stand or fall with the assumption 
upon which it is founded. They saj, since St 
Peter's confession of his faith was not bis own 
particular confessioii, but the general confession 
of the apostles, made by his mouth, the blessing 
annexed must be equally common to them all ; 
and was pronounced upon St Peter^ not indivi- 
duaDy, but as the representative of the twelve ; 
insomuch^ that whatever the privileges may be 
which are described in my text as the custody of 
the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and the au« 
tbority to bind and loose on earth with an effect 
that should be ratified in heaven, — whatever these 
privileges, may be, St Peter, according to these 
expositors, is no otherwise interested in them 
than as an equal sharer with the rest of tlie apos- 
tolic band. 

But we may be allowed to demand of these apt 
disciples of St Chrysostom and St Jerome, what 
right they can make out for St Peter to be the 
spokesman of the company, and, without any 
previous consultation with his brethren, to come 
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forward with an answer^ in the name of all^ to i 
question of such moment. What right will they 
pretend for St Peter to take so much upon himy 
— unless they will concede to him that personal 
precedence among the twelve^ which> however it 
msCy be evinced by many circumstances in the sa-i> 
cred history^ it is the ei^res» purpose of their 
exposition to refute ? St Peter^ it must be con« 
fessed^ upon two other occasions spoke in the 
name of all : B,ut, that he so spake upon those 
occasions^ is not left to be understood as a thing 
of course ; but it is evident^ in the one instance^ 
by the very words he used^ — in the othery it ig 
remarked by the sacred historian. In the present 
case^ haye we any such evidence of the thing sup- 
posed — any indication of it in the apostle's words 
— any assertion of the historian ? — Quite the 
contrary. To our Lord's first question, '' Whomi 
say men that I am ? '' the answer, we are told in- 
deed^ was general. '' They said*-^" says the sa- 
cred historian. The question was about a plain 
matter of ftlct^ concerning which there could 
not be two opinions. To the second questiony 
" Whrai say ye that I am ? '' Simon Peter is 
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bie&libned as the persoD \vho alone replied ; Biif; 
iipon this poiot^ no one else was ready with ail 
ai^wer. '^ Simon Peter answered and said^ — ** 
Why is the mode of narration changed ? why 
is it not said again-^^' Thfejr said ? " why is the 
speaker; and the speaker only^ named in the ode 
case rather than in the other, if the answer giyen 
was equally in both a comtnon atiswer ? Whence 
is it that the two othisr evangelistfl who hate v6^ 
corded this discourse, though far less idinute ifa 
the detail of the particulars than St Matthew, 
are both, howeveri careful to name St Peter as 
the person who replied fo the second question ? 
and whence is it that not the most distant hint 
of any general concurrence of the apostles in St 
Peter's sentiments is given by any one of these 
three writers ? ' 

Again, let the manner of our Lord's rq>ly to 
St Peter be remarked^ I ii^ould ask, in what 
way any ode person of a niimerous company cail 
be more pointedly addressed — in wha^t way can 
a discoure be more expressly confin^ and limit- 
ed to one, in exclusion of the rest, thim by cal-^ 
ling that one person by his proper name> adding 
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Hi Us proper omM Ms patronymic^ md sobjoin* 
itfg to tbit distiiict ddonipelktion tbese /exprass 
woi4s> '' I say unto thee ? '' But ibis was the 
flaaoneni^f our hotA'snflj to St Peter's tonfes- 
ttto of hk faith. '' Blessed art thou, SitnoiiBar- 
-tfidiiAb; and I say also unto thee~" Cau it be 
ioppD9ed, 4hat what wa« thus pmftieiilMy said 
to Sihion, son of Jonafa^ tra# ^t^ally saM to aiho- 
1iierSimofi> who ^as not the son Of Jdnah-~to 
Jaiiibs> Ae son of A^heufi-^lo the fiteiis of Zebe*** 
dee> to>any* other persons pf^iietit Who Wl*re not 
oansdd' i I askj by vrbal other mode of couipet- 
latioii our Lord could havetnored^titietly tiiark<>- 
«d St Pieta* ad the inditiduli^l dbjedl of discourse^ 
had . he intended so to mark him f I ask^ by 
what liiode orcompelkdon waeBt Peter marked 
as the individual object of our Lord's discourse 
uponaaotber ocoasion, upcm which no man in 
hie senses ever doubted that St Peter individual^ 
ly. was addressed ?-*-^By the same mode of com* 
pellation which, is tned here : He was spoken 
%6 by his name smI by hifr patronymic. '' Simon^ 
son of Jrooah, Invest thou me ? - ' Clearfy there* 
(ore Peter iadin^ually was u^n thk occassion 
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blessed by our Lord : Clearlj therefore tbe An* 
fession which obtained the blessing was St Peter's 
Own. 

It rally perhaps be objected^ that it is upon 
f ecotd in St John's Gospel^ that upon anther 
occaaioQ^ the self-same confession, in the self* 
iasde terms^ w«$ made by St Peter in the name of 
a.11. — ^I aii«weff> it vvas upon a subsequent occa<- 
siota ; when, it may well be supposed^ the satis- 
&€tioa which our Lord upon thia occasion had 
expressed in St Peter's confession, had made a 
deep impression upon the minds of the apostles, 
and hod brought them to a general concurrence 
in St Peter's sentiments. But it is particularly 
to be remarked, that St Peter upon this occasion, 
making a confession for himself, as I contend, 
obtains a blessing : Afterwards, when the same 
confession was made by him in the name of all, 
no blessing follows it. The reason is obvious : 
The blessing due to the first confession was al-* 
ready St Peter's : He had carried off the prize ; 
and the rest of the apostles, more tardy, though 
not less sincere in the same faith, could have no 
sh^re of what St Peter had made bis own> 
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Biit there is yet another argument that St Peteir 
Upon this occasion spoke singly for himself; th^ 
force of which^ however it hath passed unnoticed^ 
is nothing short of demonstration. It is to he' 
drawn from those words of our Lord ^^ I say 
unto thee, thou art Peter." Proper names, in 
the Hebrew language, were titles rather Aan 
names— *words expressive of some peculiar ad-^ 
junct of the persons by whom they were first 
borne. This was more particularly the case when 
a person's name was changed : The new name 
was always significant ; and, for the most partj 
when given by Divine authority; predictive of 
some peculiarity ih the character, the life, the 
achievements, or the destiny, of the person on 
whom it was imposed. When Simon, son of Jo- 
nah, first became a follower of our Lord, our- 
Lord gave him the name of Cephas or the rockf 
which passed into the equivalent word of the 
Greek language, Petros. Our Lord, upon this 
occasion of his confessidn of his faith, says to 
him— ''Thou art Peter/' The like form of 
words, — though the similarity appears not in our 
English Bibles,*^but the like formof words was 
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tised by Ae patriarch Jacobs i^s the exordium ot 
the blessing which he proQOuncod upon the mosi 
distinguished of his sous. ''Thou art Judah; 
thy brethren shall praise thee ; " — thKt is. Thou 
hast been rightly named Judah ; the name pro- 
perly belongs to thee; because thou ^ilt be 
what the name imports, the object of thy bre** 
thren's praise. So, here, " Thou art Peter,'* — 
that is, Thou hast been prdperlyjso named; for 
it now appears that thou hast about thee what 
the naode imports. But how was it that this now 
appeared ? Nothing had passed which could dis* 
coyer any peculiarity of St Peter, unless it was 
the confession which he hajd made of his faith in 
Jesus. This confession therefore was^ by our 
Lord's own judgment, that which evinced the 
singular propriety of the name. But how should 
this confession evince the propriety of the name, 
if the merit of the confession was not at this time 
peculiar to St Peter ? If this confession contains 
the reason of the name, and yet was the common 
confession of all the apostles, made only by St 
Peter's mouth, the inevitable consequenccwill be, 
that the name might have been imposed with 
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equal propriety upon anyone of the twelve^ ju-^ 
das Iscariot perbapi^ alone excepted ; — ^wbich u 
ID effect to say, that it was imposed fipon Simon 
the son of Jonahs by the Omniscient discemer of 
the hearts of meo^ with no propriety ait all. 

Standing upon this firm ground of argument^ 
we may now veqture to assume a confident tone ; 
nor scruple to assert^ that St Peter upon this oc- 
casion aMwere4 only for himself^ — that the bles« 
sing he obtained was for himself singly^ the re- 
ward of his being foremost in the faith which he 
confessed^* — that^ to be the carrier of the keys of 
the kingdom of heaven — to loose and bind on 
earthy in any sense which the expressions may 
bear in this passage — were personal distinctions 
of the venerable primate of the apostolic college. 



* Some sort of general coDfession of our Lord as Son of 
God had been made by diffiBrent persons, upon different oc- 
casions, before this of St Peter's, — by Nathaniel, upon his 
Tery first acquaintance with our Lord,-^by the apostles, and 
others perhaps with them, in the boat, upon the lake uf Gen. 
nesaret, after the storm. It is shown in the sequel, that this 
last fell far short of St Peter's ; and the same remark would 
apply to NathaniM's. St Peter was unquestiopably foremost 
la the full dbtinct coufeisipn now made. 
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appropt-iated to bim in poi^tive suid ftbsoiulc ex*- 
clusion of all other persons, — in ejucbutston of dii^ 
apostles his contemporaries^ and of the Bishops 
of Rome his successors. We need not 'scruple 
to assert^ tiiat anj interpretation of tbib passage^ 
or of anj part of it^ founded upon a nofeioa that 
St Peter upon this occasion spoke or ilffas spoken 
to as the representative of the iapostles^ id ground- 
less and erroneous. ■ 

Having laid this foundation^ let us* no w esdea* 
vour to fix the sense^ first, of tiie promise to St 
Peter^ and in the next iphice^ of the protobe tp 
the church. ! 

The promise to Si Peter consists 0|f Aho^t tsilb 
articles^ — that the keys of »tliB)iiagdiRniof haavcn 
should be given to him ;; add thai whatstiever be 
should bind or loose dift earth aheuidliftfbbund 
or loosed in heaven. ) 7 : ' 

The kxys of the kingdilm of heavenvkere'pto- 
mised to St Pjeter> by thepxiacipliift;<ive'have4flLfd 
down ior. the exposition of. this ieitl, 'must, be 
something quite disrbinct froai^that wAbwIiick it 
bath generally lieeD cMfiDanded^-^Ihe ipiiwer of 
ihe remissioH and reteatioii tifnirs, ooofcrred by 
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mir Lord> after bis resurrection^ upon tbe apos- 
tles in general^ and traBsmitted through them to 
the perpetual 8Ucce3sion of the priesthood. This 
is the discretionary power lodged in the priest-* 
hood of dispensing the sacraments^ and of grant- 
ing to the penitent and refusing to the obdurate 
the benefit and comfort of absolution. The ob- 
ject of this power is the individual upon whom it 
is exercised^ according to the particular circum- 
stances of each man's case. It was exercised by 
the apostles in many striking instances : It is ex- 
trcised now by every priest^ when he administers 
or withholds the sacraments of baptism and the 
Lord's supper^ or^ upon just grounds^ pronoun- 
ces or refuses to pronounce upon an individual 
tbe sentence of absolution. 

8t PHet'a custody of the keys was quite ano- 
ther tiring. ' It was a temporary^ not a perpetual 
authority : Its object was not individuals^ but 
the whole human race. The kingdom of heaven 
upon earth is the true church of God. It is now 
therefore the Christian church : Formerly the 
Jewish church was that kingdom. The true 
^liurch is represented in this text^ as in many pa^r 
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sages of holy livrit^ under the image of a trailed 
city^ to be entered only at ilie gates. Under the ~ 
Mosaic economy these gates were shut^ and par- 
ticular persons only could obtain admittance^ — : 
Israelites by birtt^^ or by legal incorporation. 
Tlie locks of these gates were the rites of the 
Mosaic law^ which obstructed the entrance of 
aliens. But^ after our Lord's ascension^ and tbe^ 
descent of the Holy Ghosts the keys of the city 
were girm to St Peter, by that vision which 
taught him, and authorissed Inm to teach others^ 
that all distinctions of one nation from another 
were at an end. By virtue of this special com* 
mission, the great apostle applied the key, pyshe4 
back the bolt of the lock, smd threw the gates of 
the city open for the admission of the whole 
Gentile world, in the instance of Cornelius and 
his family. To this, and to this only, our Lord 
prophetically alludes^, when he promises to ^^ 
Peter the custody of the keys. 

With this, the second article of the promise, 
the authority to loose and bind, is closely connec- 
ted. This again being, by virtue of our rule of 
^n^rpretation, peculiar to St Peter, must be 9 
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4iftiii€t thing from the perpetual standiiig power 
af diieij^line^ cqnvejeA upoa a later ^ecaston to 
the church in general m the aawe fignicatiT^ 
terms. St Peter was the first iostrunient of ProU 
yidetice id dissolying the obligation >ef tfae'McH 
saic law in the oereniooial and^of biiidin]^ it'.ti 
the moml part. The rescript ivd^for Ihfift 
purpose was^ dpawH hj St JameB; .aod-ionfirmdd; 
by the authority of the apostles in general^ undw 
the •direetiOD of the' Hplyi Ghost ; but. thf Holy 
Gho^ me^v^rtheiapostles tothit!great^ftiijBJM» 
by the ^uggesticm emiike persiiaaion <o£ St Pebat, 
as we read in the fifteenth chapter of the Acts of 
the Aptostles. And tfais^ ;ff as his particular and 
persoRoi ^onunisiSbii lo bind and loi^se.' 

{'must not qiift this part of nsy ^ubjeet ^faoilt 
4[]fbser^ing^ tliat no mithorit^ over the rest «f tho 
apodittes M^as gimi t0 St Peter, by the pfomisd 
made t^ him^ in either or in both its biaaebes ; 
nor was any right coaTey«d to him which couM 
descend from him to liis successors in any see. 
The promise was indeed simply a predictita Ihat 
be/wonld be selected to be the first inetitimeot 
tn a gveat work of Proirideice, which was of 
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iiich a nature as to be done once for all; audi 
being donei it caniK>t be repeated. Tbe great 
JEtppstle fulfilled bis cominiiision in his lifetime : 
Reapplied his key^ — he turned back the lock^ 
— he loosed and he bound. The gates of the! 
kingdom of heaven art thrown open^ — the cere- 
monial law U abrog/ited-^the moral t« confirmed ; 
and the successors of St Peter in the see of Rome 
can giye neither furtherance nor obstruction to 
the business. 

So much for the piromise to St Peter. The 
promise to the churchy which is next to be con- 
sidered^ consists likewise of two articles^*^— that 
it should be built upon a rock ; and that^ being 
so built^ the gates of hell should not prevail 
against it. 

The first part of the promise^ that the church 
should be built upon a rock^ is contained iii 
those words of our Lord to St Peter ^ ^ I say 
unto ihee^ thou art Peter; and U{ion this rock 
( or^ as the words might be better rendered^ '' up- 
on this self-same rock '') I will build my church V 
-^which may be thus paraphrased : '^ Thou hast 
tiow shown the propriety of the dame \^hieh \ 

tOL. I. T 
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g»ye ihm, taken from a rMk ; for thou bast 
lakoiit itliee tint which iiath m it the likeness of 
a Mdk ; and upaa this seif-same rocky thing I 
HPiU buiid wa^ chmnch," We hav« already seen 
itbat the reason of the name of Peters given to 
^inaoBj lay in dtbe eonfession which he now made. 
Ill 4hlt coafessiMi, Aerefooe^ we uurt seek the 
P9xkf thing to iwhicii the name attisded. Of all 
tttaml onbslanocs^ n rock^ thongh not perhaps 
the most dense^ is certainly the most dnsablc^ 
the least liable to intmHil decay, and the least 
-oimosmmB tlo destrnction or dama^ fay any ex* 
ternal force; for which ivasnn^ tlie sacred wn^ 
teffs^dft^n apply to rocky nMintains the epithet of 
evierlasting. Hence, a rock »is the moet apt image 
that the material world affords of pure unadid* 
tlmto^ irtitk^-^in its naiurfe^ than o^damant more 
firnp^, m^re perpmaent, mare insifriiftountable, 
These things being put tog^^r^ whatahaii ve 
ind in 8t Pietor's confession which mig^ he so- 
paesent^d ^y « f eick^ hut the Inith of it f This, 
then, m t(he cock upon which our Locd psromisea 
to husM tiis cliuechi-^^e faith oonfieasedi by S^ 
Feter<, in a trath> firm^ «olid, and iaimutaUe^ 
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This being tl)6 case, it will be Dece$sar3r, (ot 
the fuller explication of the promise, to consiider 
the esitent and the particulars of this faith o^ St 
l^eter's. 

It is remarkable, that the apostles i» g^nera]^ 
upon ^ certain oceaaiooi confesfting a faith ifi 
Jesu« a9 the Soo of God^ obtaiq^ uQ blessing, 
I speak not qow of that confessiao M^hich upoa 
a siibsequent Qccastoq was made by St Peter^ ia 
the Q^me of all ; but of n confession made be^ 
fore, by tbe apostles in a body, for any thing tbut 
appears, without St Peter's intervention. We 
read, in tbe fourteenth chapter of 8t Matthew's 
Gospel, thftt lifter the storm upon the lake of Gen-* 
nesaret, which ceased upon our Lord's ei^ring 
into the vessel, '^ They that weve-io the ship 
^»llie 9pd worshipped hiip, saying. Of a truth 
thou ^ft the Son of Qod/' No blessipg follows^ 
3mm P^t^, 9oni^ short time after, cwfiesses, in 
|erm# which to au io»tteiitive readier naigbt seem 
but equiralept } fuid h^ is blessed. The cpnclu- 
siap h i^eiritabl^, ib«it mw» wns cmtaiaed in this 
OOpifessian 0f fit P^t^r's tbau in tbe prior aonfes- 
^m of ti)9 f^ij(}es iu tb^ sbipi—fnare, there* 
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fore/ than iii a bare confession of Jesus as li son or 
God. 

What that more ti^as will easily be understood^ 

if we take St Peter's answer in connexion with 

6uT Lord's question^ paying a critical attention 

to the terms of both. Our Lord puts his first 

question in these terms : ^' Whom do men say 

that I, the Son of Many am ? " Then he says — 

'' Whom say ye that I am ? " Simon Peter ad- 

swers-i— *^ Thou art the Christy the Son of the 

living God." Our Lord^ in the tetins of his 

question^ asserts of himself thii he is the Son of 

Man : St Peter's fldswer^ therefore^ connected 

with our Lord's question^ amounts to thisj — 

*' Thou^ who sayest rightly of thyself that thou 

art the Son of Man^ art Christy the Son of the 

living God." St Petef therefore asserts these 

three things of Jesus^ — that he was Christ ; that 

he was the Son of Man ; and that he was the 

Son of God. The Son of Man, and the Son 

of God, are distinct titles of the Messiah. The 

title of the Son of Man belongs to him as God 

the Son ; the title of the Son of God belongs to 

him as man. The former characterises him a^ 
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^hai one of the three persons of the ever-blessed 
Trinity vrbich was made man ; the other chsirac- 
ferizes him as that man which wais united to the 
iGrodhead. St Peter's confessioa therefore a- 
nabunts to. a full acknowledgment of the ^reat 
mystery of godliness^ Go4 manifest in the jlesh, 
to destroy the wprks of the Devil ; and the 
truth of this faith is the rock upon which Christ 
promises to build his church. 
. Upon the second article of the promise to the 
churchy '^ that the gates of hell shall not prevai) 
against it/' the time compels me to be brief* 
Nor is there need I should be long. In the pror 
lent state of sacred literature^ it were an ajBront 
to this assembly to go about to prove that the 
expression of ^^ the gate^ of, hell '' describes the 
invisible mansion of departed soulsj. with $llusio|i 
to the sepulchres of the Jews and o^her Eastern 
nations^ under the image of a place secured by 
barricadoed gates^ through which there is no 
escape^ by natural means^ to those who have once 
been compelled to enter. Promising that these 
gates shall not prevail against his churchy our 
Lpr4 promises^ not only perpetuity to the churchy 
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to tlie hst moment of tfae Wdrld's eKistence^ noi^ 
vi^iMtMAiAg the su^etisite tnottafity of all its 
members iu uH ages> — hM, wJtet is nftucli more, 
a final l^mph over tbe power of the grave! 
Firmlj as *he gates of Hades itej )l)e barred, 
^ey sball ^ve no-^oW^l' to confine his departed 
teints^ wlien the last trump ^ball sounds and tM 
Voice of 'lire Ifttcbafigel shall thunder througii 
the deep. 

! haVe not^ gone tfarougli tbfe exposition of my 
text, as tnuch at large as Ih^lime woiild altow, 
though ttibre htiefty than the greatness of th* 
Stibject might Reserve. To tippiy the whole to 
tftfe more imlmediate eooterns of ^hh asstoib)j> I 
^haU ^nblude wHh two remarks. 

1*^ «Wt is. That «be church, to whik* D» 
Ijbrd promised «tabi)fty and a (aai t^onqi^st awr 
the power of the grave, is the b^ldittg raised by 
himself, as tht master^ bu^tder,—^tllat is, by p»- 
"sbns ceftimissiie^ned by him, acting under bis ^i- 
Ttetion^, and assisted by his Spirit, n^od tbe solid 
tock of the trtith of St Peter's faith. ' That «rfth 
was a faitli in the Mediatorial offices of Chlrisl^ 
In hts iisinHi^^ atfd hi the mystery tff the iucut^ 
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Mtiem Whaievftp maybeiaind bjmmt tptm 
amyoiher ffomdatioai,^ koiMf or it majjr asciunia liic^ 
name of 9 ckurch> is no part o£ Choistfa bbiil^iiig'j' 
and hath no interest in thes6 gieriaiiS'iyrMMMA 
This deserTeft the serkMis attenlioii «€ aii y^ in 
aiu^ manner ^i^ngftin tho piaAtaiian of ishupoheji 
«nd itfae propagation of the go^^. B^ tbodo- 
^ho baye the apponrtmcBt of iiinefani mi^im^ 
ariea for the eon^eraioft of die heathen^ it sbouid; 
be particularly attended to, in the choice of per* 
wns for so great an undertaking ; and it ileaervea 
the conseientious attention of every such mission*^ 
aiy^ in the proeeeution. of bis work. Whatever 
may be the difficulty of giving a right apprehenr 
sion of the mysteries of our religion lo savages, 
Mrhose minds have never yet been raised to the 
contemplation of any higher object than the 
Mfants of the animaMife,-^the difilculty, great 
indeed, but not insuperable to him that worketh 
vrith us, must be encountered, or the whole of 
the missionary's labour will be vain. His cate*- 
chumens are not made Christians till they are 
brought to the full confession of &t Peter's faith ; 
nor .hath he planted any church where lie hath 



Digitized by 



Google 



396 

iiot laid this foundation. For those i^ho pre^ 
pume to build upon other foundations^ their work 
will perish ; and it will be as bj fire^ if they 
themselves are saved. 

The second remark I have to make is no less 
interesting to us. The promise of perpetual sta- 
bility^ in t|ie textj is to tl^ church cat^oUc: It* 
affords no security to any particular churchy if 
her faith or her works should not be found per'rr 
feet before God. Th^ time shall never be when 
a true church of God shall not be somewhere 
subsistii^ on the earth; but any individual 
churchy if she fall from her first love^ may sink 
in ruins. Of this^ history . furnishes but too 
abundant proofs in the examples of churches^ 
once illustrious^ planted by the apostks^ watered 
with the blood of the first saints and martyrs^ 
which are now no more. . Where are now the 
seven churches of Asia^ whose praise is in the 
Apocalypse ? Where shall we now find the suc- 
cessors of those earliest arpfabisbops^ once stars 
in the Son of Main's right hand ? Where are 
those boasted seals of Paul's apostleship^ tbe^ 
church^^ of Corinth and Phiiippi ? Where ^rft 
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the churcbes of Jerusalem and Alexandlia P — r 
But is tbere need that we resort^ for salutary 
varniog^ to the examples of remote antiquity ? 
Alas ! where at this moment is the chilrch of 
France ?— her altars demolished — her treasures 
spoiled — her holy thingsr profaned — her perse- 
cuted clergy and her plundered prelates wan-- 
derers on the earths Let us take warning by a 
vi^taticm that is come so near our doors. Let 
us not defi^ud ourselves of the benefit of the 
dreadful example^ by the miserable subterfuge 
of a rash judgment upon our neighbours^ and 
an invidious comparison of their deservings with 
our own. Let us not place a vain confidence in 
the purer worship^ the better discipline^ and the 
sounder faiths which for two centuries and an 
half we have enjoyed. These things are not 
our merits ; they are God's gifts ; and the se- 
curity we may derive from them will depend up- 
on the use we make of them. Let us not abate 
— let us rather add to our zeal for the propaga- 
tion of the gospel in distant parts ; but let us 
not forget that we have duties nearer home. Let 
lis of the ministry give heed to ourselves and ta 
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our flocks ; let us give an anxious add diligent 
attentioB to their spiritual concerns. Let u&all 
->-but let the younger clergj^ more especially, 
beware how they become secularized in the g&- 
neral cast and fashion of their lives. Let tbem 
not think it enough to maintain a ceftain &ig\A 
decency of character^* abstaining from the gross 
scandal of open riot and criminal disgipatioDy 
but giving no farther attention to tbeir ^ifitiial 
duties than may be consistent with: the purouitt 
and pleasures of the wofld^ and may not draw 
them from a fixed residence in populous- ciUes^ 
at a distance from their evres, or a waDdecimg 
life in places of public resort and amiMemeatj^ 
where they have no call^ and where the grave 
dignified character of a parish priest is ill ex-* 
changed for tlmt of a fashionable triier. We 
know the charms of improved and elegant so- 
ciety. Its pleasures in themselves are innocent ; 
|>ot they are dearly bought at the expense of 
social and religious duty. If we have not firm^ 
ness to resist the temptations they present^ when 
the enjoyment is not to be obtained without de- 
serting the work of the ministry in the places to 
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which we are severally appointed^ because our 
lot may have chanced to fall in the retirement of 
a country towo^ or perhaps in the obscurity of a 
village^ the time may come^ sooner than we think^ 
when it shall be said— Wh^fe is now the church 
of England ? Let us betimes take warning. 
" As many as I lore, I rebuke and chasten/' 
said our Lord to the church of Laodicea^ whose 
worst crime it was that she was '^ neither hot 
nor cold/* ""^ Be zealous^ therefoi^^ and n^pent 
lie that hath M ear, hi hm hear lyhat the Sfotii, 
saith unto the churches/' ^ 
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SERMON XIV. 



1 CORINTHIANS, 11.3. 

f^ For I have determined not to ^no\f any thing among you 
save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.'* * 

^BffONa various abuses in tbe Corinthian church, 
ivhich this epistlie, 9.s appears from the matter of 
it, was intended to reform, a spirit of schism and 
dissension, to which an attempt to give a new turn 
to the doctrines of Christianity had given rise, 
was in itself the most criminal, and in its conse- 
quences the most pernicious. Who the authors 
of this evil were, is not mentioned, and it were 
idle to inquire. They were run after in their 
day ; but their names have been long since for* 
gotten ; nor is any thing remembered of them 
but the mischief which they did. The general 



* Preached in the Cathedral Church of Gloucester, at ^ 
jpublic ordinatioD of pri$$t8 and deacons. 
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character of the men^ and the complexion of the^ 
doctrine/ may easily be collected from this and 
the subsequent epistle. Thej were persons who, 
without authority from heaTen> had taken upon 
themseltes to be preachers of the gospel. The 
motive from which they had engaged in a busi- 
ness for which they were neither qualified nor 
commissioned^ was not any genuine zeail for the 
propagation of the truth; iior any charitable de- 
sire to reclaim the profligate and to instruct the 
ignorant; but the love of gain — <of power and 
applaute^ — Jhe desire, in shorty of those ftdvan- 
tages which ever attend popularity in the cha^ 
racter of a teacher. A scrupulous adherence to 
the plain doctrine of the gospel had been incon- 
sistent with these riews^ since it could only have 
exposed .them to persecution. Whatever there- 
fore the Christian doctrine might contain oiSlen- 
sive to the prejudice of Jew or Gentile^ they eii- 
deavoured to clear away by figurative interpret 
tationsj by which they pretended to bring to 
light the hidden sense of mysterious e](!|)ressions(, 
Vrhich the first preachers had not explained. 
While they «altod themselves by the' name of 
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Ckn^Xs they required not tM the Jew $houI«( 
imogQize the M«ker of the worlds the J^hofah 
of hip fatberg^ in the carp^nter'n reputed sou ; 
nor would tb0j incur the ridicule of the Grecian 
f»ehool8« hj maintainiog the oeeeis^ity of an atone-' 
roent for foriaken and i^epeoted %\m» and by 
holding high the efficacy of the Redeemer's 
Mucrifice- . 

Such pfeacbiog was accompanied with no 
bfieflnii^* Them pretBfided tenehem eouhi per- 
form no miracleft in eonfif mation of their doc- 
trine : It waa supported only hy an affected 9fib'^ 
dety of a/gumeoti and the etudied ornaiHient9 of 
eJoqiienefc. To theie ^ts tb^ trufsted^ to gam 
eisedit for their nmoyations with the niuUitude. 
Not that the Corinthian multttudo^ more than 
the multitude of any otfanr place> ware qualified 
to enter into ab^truee vuestiena^^^d apprehend 
^ ftirce or to di9C»n the fallaey of a iMg c^ia 
of ar^ment-^or to jud^ of the i^eafcer^^ eioir 
quemet hvt they had tfae art to persuade the 
peopk thai (heye»»)lad in acgomeot aod rhe* 
%9m.* Tbfy told tfie pMpie that their r/caMoing 
was m^h <ia must cwi\m(^, mk th^r omtory 
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iu€{i as ot&ght to cbarm : And the silly people 
beiieved tbeoi, when tbey bofe witness to theni* 
selves. St Paul they vilified^ as a man of mean 
abilities, Mrfaojeitfaer had not himself the penetra*- 
tion to di3e&rn I know not what hidden meaning 
of ^tbe revelation of wbtch he was the minister^ 
or bad not the talents of a teaefaer in a sufficient 
degree to eafry his disciples any considerable 
Jeqgth ; and^ tbfoiigh his iaabiltty, had left an«> 
toiached thosci treasures of knowledge which diqr 
pretended to diselose. 

This sketch of the thuActen of the false 
teachers in the Corinthian ehnridi, and of the 
sort of doctrine which they taught^ is the key to 
the aptostle's niea«iag> in many passages of this 
epistle, in which, as in the tex^ he may seem to 
speak with 4tsparagoBient of wisdooij learningi 
and eloqtienoe, jas qualificatioas of litUe signifi*^ 
em€€ in a preacher of the gospel^ and as instru* 
ments nnfil lo be employed in the ser?ice of di* 
vine imtk. Id all these passages, a particular 
i^fiorenee is intended to ihe arrogant pretensions 
oS the fiilae toacbersi^^to dieir aifleeted iearnii^ 
and comiterifeit wisdom. It was not Ibait, in the 
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iipdstle's judgment^ there is any real oppositidti 
between the truths ^f revelation and the pif in- 
ciples of reason^ — or that a man's proficiency in 
knowledge can be in itself lin obstacle in the wtfjr 
of his conversion to the Christian faith^-^or that 
an ignorant man can be qualified to be a teacher 
of the Christian religion ; which are the strange 
conclusions which ignorance and enthusiasm^ in 
these later ages^ have drawn from th^ apostle's 
"Words : But he justly reprobates the folly of that * 
pretended wisdom^ which^ instead of taking the 
light of revelation for its guide^ would interpret 
the doctrines of revelation by the previous disco- 
veries of human reason ; and he censures the ig- 
norance of tha!t learnings which imagines that the 
nature of thci self-existetft Beings arid the prin- 
ciples of his morail government of the worlds are 
in such sort the objects of human kno^ledge^ ai^^ 
lik€ the motions of the planets^ or the propertiesr 
of lights to be open to scientific inves^tigation t 
And he means to etpresff how Kttle is the amount 
and how light the authority of the utmost wis* 
dom that may be acquired io the schools of hu-^ 
tean learning, iii comparison of that illuminatirMr 
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wliich was imparted to him by the immediate in- 
fluence <ifAe Divine Spirit^ Ihe fouotaLta of truth 
and knowledge^ 6n his mind. 

That this is the true iiderpf elsttien of what t)^^ 
apostle MySj or hath been supposed to saj^ in dis^ 
pai'agemenf df human iearoingj m%y appear from 
this consideration. We faft?e^ in the tv^lf th chap- 
ter of this epistle^ a dastindt enumeration of the 
extraordinary gifito of the Spirit ; which were nin^j 
it seems^ in Bfumbef. In a subsequent ipart of 
fhe same chapter^ we have an enumeration, of eo 
desiastical offices^ — nine also in number. The 
nine gifts, and the^ine affices^ taken in .the order 
in which they ore meoftioned^ 'seem to corf espond ; 
the first gift belonging to the first office^ the se- 
cond to the second, and so On : ^ Only, it ,is t0 
be supposed, that as the authority of ail inferior 
oflSces is included in the superior, so the higher 
and rarer gifts contained the lower and more 
common. At the head of >the list of offices^ as 
the first in authority, stand '' apostles and pro- 
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pbets^; ** by which last word are meaDt CJ^poundets 
of the Scriptures ; — for, that the exposition of 
Scripture was the proper office of those who wer& 
called prophets ia the primiltve churcbj, is a thing 
so well understood^ and so generally acknow-. 
ledged^ thtit a^y partienlar proof of it upon the 
present occasion may be spared. Corresponding 
to these two offices^ at the head of the catalogue 
of gifts, stand '^the word of wisdom,'' and/^the 
word 'of knowledge." The word of wisdoms 
s^ms to have been a talent of arguing from the 
datiiral principles of reason, for the convictioa 
tad conversion of philosophical in£dels. This 
^as the proper gift of the apostlea, who were to 
carry the glad tidings of salvation to distant na- 
tftodfi, among which the light of revelation had 
either ueVer shone, or had at least for ages been 
extinguished. The word of knowledge was the 
talent of holding learned arguments from the an- 
cient prophecies, and other writings of the Old 
Testament^ to silence the objections of Jewish 
adversaries, and to demonstrate the consistency 
of the gospel with former revelations. This was 
the proper gift of those who were appointed to 
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j^xpdund the Scriptures in congregations of the 
faithful^ once formed bj thie preaching of the 
apostles. These persons^ by the way^ bore the 
name of prophets^ because their office in the 
church stood in the same relation to the office of 
the apostles as that of the prophets under the 
law to the office of Moses. The Jewish pro* 
phets were only guardians and expounders of the 
law prescribed by Mosea^ and of the revelation 
ii'hich he published. The prophets in the pri** 
mitive church were not the publishers of the gos* 
pel^ but expounders of what the apostles had pre-^ 
tiously taught. ^The apostolic gift, the word of 
wisdom, consisted, it should seem, in an intuitive 
knoN^ledge of philosophic truth, and an insight 
into the harmony of the faith which the apostles 
taught with what are called the principles of 
natural religion. The prophetic gift, the word 
of knowledge, consisted in a prompt recollection 
of all parts of the sacred writings, and an insight 
into the harmony of the different revelations. It 
pleased God to commit the first preaching of the 
gospel to men whose former occupations and 
conditions may be supposed to have excluded 
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ihem from the pursuits aod the attainiheDtt of ^ 
learnings aud from the advantages ef education, 
^' that the excelleocj of the power might be of 
God — not of them." But it is evident that these 
gifts^ vrith which be was pleased to adorn the 
two first offices in the Christian churchy were to 
those first preachers instead of education : For 
the qualities of a penetrating judgmrat in ab- 
struse questions^ and a ready reoollectien of writ- 
ten knowledge, which the first preachers enjoyed 
by the immediate influence of the Holy Spirit, 
are in kind the very same which men to whom 
this supernatural assistance is denied may with 
God's blessing acquire in a less ^degree, by long 
and diligent study. These talenta existed un- 
questionably in the minds of the first inspired 
preachers in a degree in which by the mei'e in- 
dustry of study they oannot be attained. The 
apostles were by infinite degrees the best* informed 
(^ all philosophers ; and the prophets of the pri- ' 
mitive church were the soundest of all divines : 
But yet the light of inspiration and the light of 
learning, however diflerent in degree (ais the dif- 
ference indeed is kiexpres9ible), are nevertheless 
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the same io kind; for reason is reason^ and 
knowledge is knowledge, in whatever manner 
thej may be produced^ — the degree of more and 
less being tbe #ntjr diflS^ence of which the things 
are capable. As die word of wisdoili, therefore, 
and the word of knoivledg^, were to tb^ firsi 
prieaehers instead of learning, so in these later 
ages, when the Spirit no. longer issparts his ex* 
jtraoffdioary gifta, teaming is instead of them. 

The importance and the necess^itj of it to^ a^ 
Christian preacher, eyidently appears from God's 
miraculous interposttiooj in £fae first ages, to in- 
liise learning into the ninds of those who by edis^ 
cation were unlearned ; for^ if the attainments of 
learning were of no importance to die true and 
effectual |(lreaching of the gospel, to what pur- 
pose did that Ood who cammanded die light to 
^ring out cS darkness by an exertfeii of the 
flame almighty power light ap the lamp of kiAiw- 
ledge in thd minds of uneducated anen } The 
reason of this extraordinary interposition m die 
early ages was, that, for the first promuig,artioii 
df die gospel, no arbilkies to be acquired by edo- 
cAliioa were soffieient for the teacbflr's offiicef : 
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And the reason that this extraordinary interpo- 
sition hath loiig since ceased iis^ that Christianity 
having once taken root in the worlds thdse infe- 
rior abilities w^iJch may be attained by a diligent 
iinproYemenit of bur natural talents are now suf- 
ficient for its support. But in all ^ges^ if the 
objections of iiifideis are to be confuted'^-^— if the 
scruples of believers themselves are to be satis- 
fied^'^if Moses and the prophets are to be brought 
to bear witness to Jesus of Nazareth^— if the ca- 
lumnies of the blaspheming Jews are to be re- 
pelled^ and their misinterpretations of their own 
books confuted,— if we are to be " ready/' that 
is, if we are to be qualified and prepared, '^ to 
give an answer to every man that asketh us a 
reason of the hope that is in us/^— a penetration 
in abstruse questions^ — a quickness in pbilosophi-; 
cal discussion — a critical knowledge of the an- 
cient languages — a. familiar aciquaintance witb 
the Jewish history, and with all parts of the sa- 
cred writings — a sound judgment, a faithful me- 
mory, and a prompt eloeution-— are tailents with-* 
out which the work of an evangelist will be but 
JM performed. When they are not infused by 
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iaspiratioD, tbey must be acqaired by diligence 
tn study and fervency ia prayer. And if any in: 
tbe present age imagine^ that^ wanting theadvan-^ 
tages of educationj, tkey may be qualified for 
preachers of the gospel^ they are to beconsidered 
as entbasiasts ; unless^ like the apostles^ they cad 
appeal to a confirmation of their word by '^ signs 
and wonders following/' Inspiration is the Qply 
means by whick they may be qualified for the 
business in which tbey presume ^ meddle ; and 
of a real inspiration^ the power of miracles is the 
proper s%n and inseparable concomitant. 

It is the usual plea of these deluded men^ when 
they wouM assert their sufficiency while they 
confess their ignorance^ that^ however deficient 
they may be in other knowledge, ihej know Christ 
And God forbid^ that^ in a country professing 
Christ's religion^ Christ should not be known by 
every one in the degree necessary to his own sal- 
vation^— that any one should not so know Christ 
as to have a right apprehension of the necessary 
articles of the Christian faith — right notions of 
his duty to God and to his neighbour-— a sted- 
fast faith in God's prooaises through Christ-^ 
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tnclr Tiews^ in aborts of tbe Cbrktiaa iocUivm, 
as may give it itsr full effect npon bis beatt aod 
practice. Tbis knowledge of Cbrist, the awst 
illtierate hatb^ or oogbt to bmre, in a Christian 
couotrj ; and be who batb it not is pulpabie in 
his Ignoramle. But Ifaaa knowledge^ mtbout 
Wbicfa iio one's condition b secui^ is not thai 
which may Ailthorigie the private GhriaCttn to 
assume the offitio of a pul^lie tea«her« 

It may iiideed be made a ifuestidn whether aof 
degree of knowledge may justify the officious in- 
terference of an iiidividoah of his ovm pure no^ 
iion/ in a bui^MSs of such sei^ioas concern to the 
eommunit^ ; foty if it be allowed in an|^ society 
that mere ability coMtitutes m^ right io.act in aaj 
particuhMT capscity, tbe consecffieoce will b^ that 
every man wfU be justified in Ihe uaurpation dt 
any oipce in the state^ by bis own opioloa of bis 
own sufficiency. Tbe extravagance and tbe daib- 
ger of this principle, applied in the civil depart- 
ments^ would be readily perceived* A man who 
from a conceit of bis own abilities should take 
upon him to play the magistrate^ the g^neral^ or 
ibe privy counsellor^ without a commission regu- 
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Itrl^ obiakied from tbe source af civ|l powers 
V9ma soen be »bat up in soHie proper pli^ee^ where 
he might act his fooleries in secretj, without harm 
to his Belabour or public discredit to hifflself. 
The reason that the extravag^ice and danger of 
the same priaeiple is not equally perceived when 
it ift appUtd in the ecclesiastical polity^ and that 
distiMhei!9 of the ecclesiastical constitution are 
suffered to go loose^ while other madsi^n are con- 
fioed^is only this^ — ^that the interests of the church 
are not so seriously considered as those of the 
stttAe^ because its good government and its disofr^ 
ders coQtie not so immediately home to the. parti- 
ctthff interests of each member of the eommunky. 
I mean not^ however^ at present to enter into 
the queation> what more than mere sufficiencjr 
may be requisite to give a man authority to set 
up as a public teacl^r of what he really knows ; 
or how far the rights of a commission actually 
existing may be infringed by the laic's invasion 
of the preacbcT's chair. When it is considered 
that not fewer than nine different ecclesiastical 
offices^ distinguished by their different gifts^ ap^ 
pear to have been subsisting at Corinth when 
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this epjstte vras written^ — and that, by the consent 
of the most learned in ecclesiastical chronology^ 
this epistle was written so early as the fiftj**8eyentb 
year of our Lord^ — it should seem that the fornaa*. 
tion of a church-r-the constitution of an hierarchy^ 
composed of different orders^ which orders were 
appointed to distinct duties^ and invested with 
distinct rights-^was a thing of so great antiquity 
as may leave no doubt remaining with any reason^ 
able man of the divine authority of the institution. 
But what I at present insist upon is tbis^ — that 
that knowledge of Christ by which a man may 
be qualified to bear the office of a teacher can- 
not be separated from other branches of know-* 
ledge to which uneducated men can in these 
days make no pretensions. I contend that it ne- 
ver was separated : For the word of wisdom^ and 
the word of knowledge^ in the apostles and pri- 
mitive prophets^ consisted not in a knowledge of 
revelation a?iiy,— but, as their writings testify, in 
a general comprehension of all that other men 
acquire in a less degree by education,— in those 
branches at least of human knowledge which are 
connected with theology and morals. 
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Tbej were^ perbaps^ not knowing in the4etail$ 
•f natural philosophy ; for the argument for the 
lyeing and the providence of God^ from the visible 
order and harmony of the universe^ is the same^ 
by whatever laws its motions may be carried on. 
They werie not physicians or anatomists ; because 
they had the power of curing diseases and healing 
wounds without medicine or art. But they were 
profound metaphysicians — the best of moralists 
i— well-informed historians — accurate logicians — 
and excellent in that strain of eloquence which is 
calculated for the conveyance of instruction^ the 
enforcement of duty, the dissuasion of vice^ the 
conviction' of error^ and the defence of truth. 
And whoever pretends to teach without any of 
these qualifications^ hath no countenance from 
the examjple of the apostles/ who possessed thenn 
all in an eminent degree^ not from education^ but 
from a higher source, 

St Paul, indeed^ says of himself, that when he 
first preached the gospel to the Corinthians^ ^' he 
came not unto theni with excellency of speech or 
of wisdom ; " — that is, he came not, like the false 
teachers, making an ostentatious display of stu* 
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died eloquence^ nor boasting his profieiency ia 
philosophy : He required not that the Corinth* 
ians should receive the testimony of 6od^ wfajcb 
be delivered to them ^s the testimot^ of 6od« 
because he who delivered it wias^ a Imowin^ man 
or an accomplished WBtor : H^ rested not the 
evidence of his doctrine upon mere argument^ 
nor did be think to persuade by mare eloquence ; 
for argument alone^ although it m'^bt indeed 
ertoce the consistency and reasonableness o^f the 
doctrine^ could never amount to a proof of its hea* 
tenly origin ; and the apostles had means of per* 
suasion more powerful than eloquence^ — vrfaick^ 
by the w^y, no modern teacher hath ; His know- 
ledge and eloquence^ however necessary^ were . 
still in him but secondary qualifications ; and so 
little was he ambitious of the fame of learning, 
that he determined not ^' to know any thing 
among them save Jesus Christy and him cruci- 
fied/' 

But consider what this knowledge of the apos- 
tle really contained. " To know Jesus Christy 
and him crucified/' was to know^ — not simply to 
believe^ but to know in soch a manner fts to be 
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able id teach others^ that Jesus of Nazareth vi^as 
the Messiah aanounced by the prophets from the 
beginning of the world ; and to underaitand that 
the sufferings of the Messiah wer^ the means ap* 
pointed by God for tnan's delirerance from sin 
and damnation. This knowledge^ therefore, of 
Jesus Christy and him crucified^ to which St 
Paul laid elaitn^ contained an accurate know* 
ledge of the ancient propheeies — a clear appre* 
hension of 4heir necessary reference to the Mes* 
siah — a discernment of their exact completion ia 
the p^erson of Jesus — and an insight into that 
great mystery of godliness^ the expiation of the 
actual sins of men^ and the cleansing of man's 
sinful nature, by the shedding of the blood of 
Christ. 

And "who is sufficient for these things ? That 
no study can attain this knowledge of Christ in 
ihe d^ree in which Ae apostles possessed -it^ Jjie 
who confesses not hath studied Christ to little 
purpose : But he who imagines that Christ may 
thus be known by men uninformed both by in- 
spiration and education^ or imagines that when 
inspiration is wanting education may contribute 
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nothing at all in aid of the deficiency^ — that is; 
to make my meaning very plain^ he who imagines 
tbat^ of uninspired men^ the learned and the un- 
learned are equally qualified to be teachers of 
the word of God^ — he who builds this extrava* 
gant opinion upon the terms in which the apos- 
tle speaks of the knowledge of Christ as the 
only knowledge to which he himself madepre^ 
tensions^ only proves that more learning is neces* 
sary than he is aware of to the right appreheo-^ 
$ion of this single text. 

Inferences naturally flow from the doctrine 
which hath been asserted^ of high concern to 
every one in this assembly. We who^ with how- 
ever weak ability^ fill the high station of the 
prophets in the primitive churchy — you who are 
this day to be admitted to a share in that sacred 
office^ — are admonished of the diligence with 
which we must devote ourselves to study> and of 
the Assiduity which we must use in prayer to ac- 
quit ourselves of the duties of our calling. The 
laity are admonished of the folly and the danger of 
deserting the ministry of those who have been 
rightly separated to that holy service, in the vain 
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hope of edifyiQg under their instruction wbo 
cannot be absolved of the crime of schism upon 
any better plea than that of ignorance. To al- 
lege the apostles as instances of illiterate preach^ 
ers^ is of all fallacies the grossest. Originally^ 
perhaps^ they were men of little learning — fisher- 
tnen — tent-^makers — excisemen : But when they 
began to preachy they no longer were illiterate ; 
they were Tendered learned in an instant^ without 
previous study of their own, by miracle. The 
gifts which we find placed by an apostle himself 
at the head of their qualifications were evident* 
ly analogous to the advantages of education. 
Whatever their previous character had been^ the 
apostles, when they became preachers^ became 
learned : They were of all preachers the most 
learned. • It is therefore by proficiency in learn- 
ing, accompanied with an unreserved submission 
of th^ understanding to the revealed word, — but 
it is by learning, not by the want or the neglect 
of itj that any modern teacher may attain to some 
distant resemblance -of tho&e inspired messengers 
of God. 
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JPPEJ^DIX. 

1 coniNTHlANS, xii. 8, 9} 10. 

JL HE word of wisdom^'-^the talent of arguiDg from the na- 
taral principles of reason^ for the conversion of philosophical 
infidels. The word of knowledge^ — the talent of holding 
learned arguments from the ancient prophecfps, and the wri. 
tin|p<»f the Oid XeitiOMOt, for the eon?ersion of Jewish in^ 
fidels. Faith^ — a depth and accuracy of understanding in 
the general scheme of the Christian revelation, for the im. 
proTement and edification of b^lieTers. The gifts of hecUingy 
abd the working of miracles^'^for the purpose of making new 
converts, and displaying the extent of the power of Christ. 
Prophecy y or the talent of foreseeing future etents,«^for the 
purpose of providing agaiust the calamities, whether worldly 
or spiritual) that might threaten particular churches ; such 
as famines, pestilence, wars, persecutions, heresies. Discern^ 
ing cf sjnriti^-^for the better government of the church. 
And the gift of tongues, and the interpretation of tongues, 
which seem to have been very generally dispersed, — that 
every Christian might be qn^ified to argue with the learned 
Jews in the synagogues, from the original Scriptures, espe- 
cially when the Jew thought proper to appeal from the 
Greek of the Septuagint 'to the Hebrew text. 

In these very remarkable passages, the apostle reckons up 
nine distinct gifts of the Holy Spirit, all of the extraordinary 
kind. In the twenty.»eighth verse he enumerates jnst as 
many ecclesiastical ofiices. The gifts and the offices, taken 
in the order in which they are mentioned, seem to corre^ 
spend. 
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GIFTS. OiriCBS. 

1. The word of wisdom,.. Apostles, 

2. The word of knowA *'"*'''?' ••'• "P"""''' 

- , < ers of the Scriptures of 

^ ^^' i the Old Testament. 

3. Faith, Teachers of Christianity, 

4. Miracles, Workers of miracles. 

5. Healing, Healers. 

^ „ , . r Help8-A»1*Xu4/iK: suchas 

6. Prophecies, or pre- \ ,, , ^ , ^ 

diction.. > Mark, Tychicas, One. 

^ simus, ^c. 

7. Discerning of spirits,. . GoTernments-Kt;^!^*!}^!!;. 

8. Tongues,. .. .,,.... ^ ^.^^^^ with tongues in ta, 

9. Interpretation of > 

1 nous ways, 
tongues, J ^ 

The fourth and fifth gifts, miracles and healing, seem to 
have changed places in the ninth and tenth verses. Miracles, 
I think, must take place as the genusy and healing must rank 
below it as the species. Accordingly, in the twenty-eighth 
▼erse, miracles or powers are mentioned before healings. 
With this slight alteration, the list of gifts in the eighth, 
ninth, and tenth verses, seems to answer exactly to the list 
of offices in the twenty-eighth ; only, it is to be supposed, 
that as all inferior offices are included in the superior, so all 
the higher and rarer gifts contain the lower and more 
common. 
. Dr Lightfoot, if I mistake not, hath remarked this paraK 
lelism of gifts and offices, in his ^' Horse Hebraicas." 



|:nd of th« first yoLyME. 
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